
PENN PARISH COUNCIL 

Council 
meetings 
15 September  2016 — 
Winchmore Hill,         
Memorial Hall, 8pm 

17 November 2016 — 
Penn Street Hall, 8pm 

19 Jan 2017   - Forty 
Green Hall, 8pm 

17 March 2017 - Penn 
Church Hall, 8pm 

A warm welcome awaits 

- Maureen Seymour 
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Penn Parish Council meeting, January 2016 

The Parish  
Penn Parish covers about 4,000 acres and has an electorate of 3,058 an          
estimated population of some 3,670 in 1,527 households.  It includes the         
communities of Penn, Knotty Green, Forty Green, Winchmore Hill, Penn Street, 
and the properties on either side of Hazlemere Road up to Rushmoor Corner. 

The parish is divided into two wards: Penn Street & Winchmore Hill Ward with 
three Councillors; and Penn Ward with eight. Councillors are asked to take a    
particular interest in their own area, but are conscious that they also represent the 
whole parish.  

Councillors 
Maureen Seymour was re-elected as Chairman and Mike Morley re-elected as 
Vice-Chairman for 2015/16, and both have been re-elected for the current year. 
We welcomed two new Councillors Roy Bentham and Ruth Pocock.  There are no 
vacancies. 

Alan Hardie has completed his fifth year as our Chiltern District Councillor and has 
now been joined by Julie Burton from Coleshill.  David Schofield remains our 
County Councillor covering the oddly-named ward of  Penn Wood  & Old Amer-
sham, which covers Penn, Holmer Green and Old Amersham. 

 

ANNUAL REPORT  (covering the year up to 31 March 2016)    



Finance 
The total expenditure in the year was £60,000. of which £1,400 was to repay the 
loan taken out in 2014/15  to finance 40 new LED street lights, a further £1,400 
was spent on other improvement projects.  Income was provided by grants of 
£4,000, rents & interest of £13,000, and a precept of £53,000.  The precept is un-
changed from 2014/15. It represents an average charge to a  household of  some 
60p/week representing only 1.46% of the Council Tax.  Financial Regulations, 
following a national model, have been adopted and independent auditors check 
the accounts.  Grants are given to maintain local churchyards and to a number of 
local charities. Applications from local bodies are encouraged.   

Planning 
Chiltern District Council is the planning authority and notifies the Parish Council of 
every application. There were 157 during the year and comments were made on 
78 of them by our Planning Committee, which meets every three weeks.  A list of 
each batch of applications is published online and our comments can be seen on 
our website.  On particularly important matters, the local District Councillor is 
asked to speak at the District's planning meeting and a representative of the Par-
ish Council is also allowed to speak.  Planning applications can be viewed by the 
public online on Chiltern District Council’s website.   

The District Council’s Enforcement Officer is informed if any apparent breach of 
planning permission is noted or brought to the Parish Council’s attention.  The 
procedures are necessarily careful and slow, but can ultimately be effective.   

Lighting 
The Parish Council’s overall objective has been to reduce our consumption of 
lighting energy, and with it our costs, to the minimum level consistent with produc-
ing a reliable and acceptable level of lighting. We have 150 footway lights of which 
40, which were very energy inefficient, were made obsolescent by EU regulations.  
They have been replaced by modern LEDs which demand much less energy and 
maintenance and have less light spillage.  We have also changed all 150 photo-
cells in order to turn all the lights off between midnight and 5.30am - some lights 
were already on this regime.  These measures will result in a saving of some 
£4,500 pa.  

Residents are encouraged to report street light faults to our Parish Clerk.                                                                                                                                                                                  

Retirement 
of Parish 
Clerk Miles 
Green 
Councillors wish to record their 
warm appreciation for the twenty 
eight years service given by the 
retiring Clerk to the Parish Council. 
His retirement was marked by a 
well attended dinner hosted by 
Earl and Countess Howe, followed 
by a memorable slide show of his 
life and times as Parish Council 
Clerk. Nicole Johnson's was    
appointed his successor in       
January 2016. 

   

The Clerk is the only Parish Coun-
cil employee and is part-time.  She 
is responsible for day to day    
administration and for implement-
ing the Council’s decisions.  She 
occupies the Parish Council Office 
which was built six years ago as 
an attractive extension behind the 
Penn Church Hall.  

Miles Green, Parish Clerk 
1987-2016 

PPC supported the planning appeal by Community Butcher, Joe Gleeson  



We welcome any            
suggestions for improving 
our service to parishioners 

Please contact the Parish 
Clerk if you need any further 

information 

 

POLICE 

The whole parish comes 
under the Amersham Police 

Office   Tel: 101 (non-
emergency number).  PC 

Gavin McVeigh. 

 

FLYTIPPING,              
ABANDONED VEHICLES, 

ROADSIDE LITTER,       
LITTER BIN COLLECTION 

Report to the Waste      
Management team at    

Amersham Tel No 586550 
or 

e-mail to                      
wasteteam@chiltern.gov.uk 

 

HIGHWAY QUERIES AND 
REPORTS OF POT HOLES 

etc. 

The Service Information 
Centre on  0845 230 2882;  
e-mail tfb@buckscc.gov.uk  

or on line at 
www.buckscc.gov.uk/

transport, which is the online 
one stop shop for all 

Transport for Buckingham-
shire information.  

Freedom of Information  

All records held by the    
parish are available for   
public scrutiny. Minutes of 
the main meetings are   
available from the website. 

 

 

Recreation and Open Spaces 

Commons and Village Greens 

Grass-cutting -  Our very reliable local contractor, Tom Barron, cuts the grass on 
our commons at least five times during the year.  The Recreation Ground at    
Knotty Green and the area around the War Memorial near Penn Church are cut at 
least seven times.  Various other areas, including around ponds, are strimmed 
three to five times a year.  Invasive Japanese Knotweed is being eradicated in 
Penn Street. 

Trees – We make an annual survey on all our land for dangerous trees.    

Children’s Play Areas   

We have well-used and varied play areas at Knotty Green and Winchmore Hill 
with smaller ones at Forty Green and Penn Street.  They all have a quarterly  
safety inspection and repairs are undertaken as necessary.    

Cricket grounds 

We license the use of the pavilion and the common at Knotty Green and the   
common at Penn Street for playing cricket.  

Ponds   

At Widmer Pond - an annual working party removed reeds, rubbish, fishing hooks 
and lines, aided by the excellent Chiltern Society conservation volunteers.  

At Gawde Water Winchmore Hill -  A working party did good work in the winter.   

At Penn Street Pond a large working party comprised of local volunteers and   
Chiltern Society advisers tackled invasive New Zealand Pygmy weed, further  
follow up treatment is required.  

There are leaflets available on request to the Clerk about Penn Street Pond, 
Gatestakes (outside the gates of Penn House), and Gawde Water, which outline 
the history of the ponds and their surrounding areas.    

Knotty Green allotments and Beacon Hill garden plots 

There are 36 plots or part plots available for tenants at Knotty Green. Tall hedges 
surrounding the Allotments were reduced, so they can be cut by the tenants in 
future. An active group of allotment holders does excellent work in maintaining the 
allotments.  There are no immediate vacancies, but anyone wanting to go on the 
waiting list should contact the Parish Clerk.    

There are six garden plots at Beacon Hill of varying size, with a water supply.  
None are vacant at present, but requests to be put on the waiting list are          
welcomed. 

Footpaths           

Penn has 28 miles of footpaths, which is much more than the 11 mile average for 
Bucks parishes.  Every Parish Councillor walks his group of local footpaths every 
year and reports any action needed. 



Parish Council 
Website and 
Notice boards 

There is a website at 

www.pennparish.org.uk.   It 

includes a map of the parish, 

useful contact details, meet-

ings and minutes. A review 

of the Parish Notice Boards 

is being conducted with a 

view to their gradual       

replacement.  

Contact Us 

Penn Parish Council Penn 

Church Hall 

Church Road, Penn, HP10 

8NY 

clerk@pennpaarish.org.uk 

www.pennparish.org.uk 

. 

Highways 

Concerns about the condition of 
pavements, footpaths, potholes, 
flooding, overgrown hedges and 
verges, and damaged or missing 
signs are regularly reported.      
Incidence of fly-tipping have risen 
sharply.  

From 1 April 2015, we have taken 
over some of these responsibilities 
from County Highways, but only in 
the built up areas with a 30mph 
limit.   

A Mobile Vehicle Activated Sign 
(MVAS has been in use all over 
the parish and is both warning 
drivers and collecting data on the 
speed and number of vehicles 

COUNTY COUNCILLOR (Penn and Amersham Town) 

PARISH COUNCILLORS   

MEMBER  ADDRESS  TEL.No.  

Roy Bentham 

roybentham@aol.com 

1 Rose Cottages, Elm Road, 

HP10 8LG  

01494 813897  

Jane Creasy 

jane.creasy@btinternet.com 

Dilehurst, Elm Road, Penn, 

HP10 8LB  

01494 816818 

07974 649107  

Kate Dicker 

katedicker1965@gmail.com 

Brindles, Brindles Lane,   

Forty Green, HP9 1XT  

01494 674697 

07710 207348  

Alan Hardie 

alan.hardie42@gmail.com 

Apple Tree House, 1B      

Hogback Wood Road, Knotty 

Green, HP9 1JR  

01494 681359  

David Lander 

david.lander@pennparish.org.uk 

16 Crosby Close,             

Beaconsfield, HP9 2JU  

07710 925487  

Mike Morley (Vice-Chairman)  

mike.morley@pennparish.org.uk 

11 Burrows Close, Penn, 

HP10 8AR  

01494 816638 

0787 6544302  

Mike Newth-West 

mikenw@pennhouse.org.uk   

The Old Parlour, Penn Street 
Farm, Penn Street, HP7 0PP 

01494 713358 

07957 432861  

Marian Raszpla 

mraszpla@tiscali.co.uk  

Well End, Elm Road, Penn, 

HP10 8LF  

01494 812636 

Maureen Seymour (Chairman)  

maureen.seymour@pennparish.org.uk 

1 Underwood Cottages, 

Coleshill Lane, Winchmore 

Hill, HP7 0NW  

01494 433070  

Gerard Westmacott 

g.west@btinternet.com  

68 Seeley Road, Knotty 
Green, HP9 1TB 

01494 676476 

CLERK TO THE COUNCIL  

Nicole Johnson 

clerk@pennparish.org 

Parish Council office, Penn 
Church Hall, Church Road, 
Penn, HP10 8NY 

01494 815458 

CHILTERN DISTRICT COUNCILLORS  

Alan Hardie 

alan.hardie42@gmail.com 

Apple Tree House, 1B  
Hogback Wood Road, Knot-
ty Green, HP9 1JR 

01494 681359 

Julie Burton 

jburton@chiltern.gov.uk 

Cedar House, Village Road, 
Coleshill, HP7 0LQ 

01494 726411 

David Schofield 

dschofield@buckscc.gov.uk 

Deanwood Cottage, Dean 
Wood Road. HP9 2UU 

01494 676440 

Photographs courtesy of Eddie Morton. 

mailto:g.west@btinternet.com

