
MINUTES OF THE FINANCES & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 

HELD ON 5 MAY 2011 IN THE PARISH OFFICE 

 
Present Cllrs   M.J.Raszpla (Chairman) 

          D.J.Baker 

          M.J.Bayley 

Clerk M.S.Green 

 
Apologies Cllrs Mrs M. Seymour, M.A.Morley  

 
1. Check of 

   Accounts 
The Chairman confirmed that he had carried out all the necessary checks and 

that the account was in good order. 

 
2. Review of  

   internal audit  

   procedure 

 

The existing system was reviewed, it was noted that the Internal Auditor had 

made no comment on our procedure.   No changes are proposed. 

3. Summary of  

          Accounts  
These were reviewed and approved with minor alterations.  There was further 

discussion on the following items: 

a) Charity a/c – is currently invested in a 2% SLB bond and a higher 

return should be sought – perhaps Index-Linked Govt stock 

b) Capital a/c – is currently earning 0.8% in a SLB 10-day a/c.  A higher 

return should be sought. 

c) Parish Office lease – All points are agreed and it merely awaits 

completion by our solicitors. 

d) Clerk’s salary & allowances for 2011/12  - NALC has advised that 

salary is frozen again for this current year. The Audit Return asks for 

Staff Costs to include employment expenses.  Thus car allowance 

should be added, but not office costs of stamps and copying.  A 

summary sheet produced by Cllr Bayley is recommended for approval. 

 
4. Income & 

Expenditure 

       Table 

The Table was reviewed and agreed with a few minor amendments. Office 

Expenditure will include insurance for the new office (c.£80 pa) and stamps and 

copying. 

The apparent end-of-year deficit of £2,071 is because LAF grants of £5,636 

were not paid until 26 April, a month late.  If they are included, the end-of year 

balance is about £3,500.  

 
5. Fixed Asset 

Register as at 

31 Mar 2011 

A revised Register with the main additions being the new office (£50,000), and 

Play Area at W/Hill (£23,000), was agreed.   

 

 
6. Supporting 

Notes  

2010/11 

 

These were reviewed and several additions were agreed.   Although no longer 

required by the auditors, it was agreed they give a very valuable and annually 

updated summary of the property owned and administered by the parish, and so 

should be continued.   

 
7. Annual Audit The Audit timetable was considered and agreed.  The Audit Return has to be 

agreed at the 12 May Council meeting and will then be sent to the Auditors.  

Public notices will be put up on notice boards (and the website) as shown on the 

Audit timetable. 



Internal audit  -  This was completed by Mr Harold Porter on 4 May 2011.  He 

has signed his Section 4 of the Audit return and will write to the Chairman with 

a few comments including: 

 Clerk’s pension payment  If they are paid direct to the pension provider,  it may 

avoid Employer’s NI – he will advise. 

IT & PAYE payments He suggests these might be spread evenly over each 

month rather than paid each quarter. 

Car allowance – HMRC recommended mileage rate has been increased from 

40p to 45p per mile.  He thought VAT could be claimed on the petrol element. 

Consultation on the future of Local Public Audit – he supported the 

recommendation for an entirely local audit without the need for an external 

nationally appointed auditor.   It is recommended that we should also write in 

support of that proposal.  

 

Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Audit Return were discussed and are 

recommended to the full Council meeting for approval.  An explanation to the 

auditors explaining differences of more than 15% between the figures for 09/10 

and 10/11 is to be agreed.   

 
8. Council’s 

Insurance 
A new 3-year contract has been signed with Came & Company after 

negotiating a reduction in price. 

 
9. Street lights Most of our street lights are in Knotty Green and they are on all night.  A report 

on the pros and cons of turning them off at midnight is required.  EU 

regulations may require some changes to the equipment. 

The results of the public consultation about turning off the Hazlemere Road 

lights at midnight are awaited.  

 
   11.Nominations for 

        Chairman &  

        vice-Chairman 

The written nominations required by Standing Orders a week before the 

Council meeting have been received - Cllr Mrs Seymour for Chairman and Cllr 

Morley for vice-Chairman. 

  
   12.Annual Report  

        2010-11 
Any suggestions to the Clerk.  

 

 

 

 

 


