
 

MINUTES OF THE FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 

 

HELD ON 5 MAY 2021 via ZOOM 

 
      Present Cllrs   Mrs M. Seymour (Chair) 

           D.Lander 

           R.Bentham 

           M.West 

                

           Clerk N.F.Webster 
      Apologies  

1. Minutes The Minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed and approved but not 

signed owing to social distancing, this will need to be done at a later meeting. 

Matter arising -  the Clerk noted :- 

Banking - a review of electronic banking providers was outstanding. Clerk 

Street lighting - the Summary of this item has been abbreviated. 

Crown Car Park rents - received in full for the year 

Risk Assessment  - is up to date and a list of all Buckinghamshire Council 

Contacts has been added. 

Bailiffs Costs - an additional £500 donation had been received from KGCC. 
2. Check of 

        Accounts 

 

Chair confirmed that she had carried out the necessary checks of accounts to 

the end of March 2021 and the accounts were in good order. The records have 

been signed and dated. 
  

3. Summary of  

         Accounts at   

         31 Mar 21 

 

These were reviewed and various items noted:- 

Bank Reconciliation - as of 31 March 2021 was congruent.  

Metro Bank - Business Account shows a healthy balance of £72,495 and 

Current Account is £5,000.  

 

UTB Capital  - Our 3yr Bond shows a balance of £50,964.  

 

UTB Charity - 100 Day Capital Account has a balance of £42,373. Interest of 

£592 was added on 31 Oct 2020. 

 

Cash balance the working capital figure of £116,340 is healthy. The Clerk 

noted owing to the Coronvirus pandemic it had been impossible to complete 

all the planned works in 2020/21 and the unspent funds and included in 

reserves which will need monitoring. Some of the works will be re-phased to 

2021/22, so some of this is a timing issue.   As regards a strategy for reserves, 

capital is being built up to renovate the parish's play areas. The parish is 

committed to including at least one item of disability friendly play equipment 

in each of its play areas, space permitting.  Capital is also being built up to test 

and where necessary replace parish lighting columns; to ensure the structural 

integrity of the parish's footway lights. Highways Schemes now require 50 per 

cent match funding from the parish, if they are to proceed. 

 

Projects Funding 2021/22 

 

2 Nest Swings - one each for Knotty Green and Chancellors  - successful 

Community Board bid £9,295 (PPC match funding a half, so £4,648) 

KG allotments  - successful Community Board bid £650 (match funding from 

PPC £150) 

BBOWT  - re-wilding grant amount tbc, (match funding from £150) 



Highways - Community Board, Penn Road Crossing, costs from TfB awaited 

(provision £10,000) 

Highways - Community Board, KG parking scheme, costs from TfB awaited 

(budget provision £8,000). 

 

Projects Funding 2020/21  - our bid for bollards was withdrawn.  

 

Project Funding 2019/20 - The Parking Scheme has been installed and an 

invoice (£4,791) is anticipated and this was fall in 2021/22 rather than 2021/21 

as anticipated. 

 

Devolution - we have spent £4,603 (v £4,568). Our devolution contract runs to 

March 2022 and has been re-tendered. 

 

Clerks Salary - SCP NALC Scale 21 of £13.41 is still applicable, as the new 

NALC scale for 2021/22, has yet to be published.  The Clerk's hours remain 

25 hours per week and no additional hours have been claimed. 

 

Curzon School - an invoice for £200 pa for 2019/20 and 2020/21 has been sent 

to the school, together with an invoice for 10 months rent of the school field of 

£1,430 for 2021/21. A bill for a year's rent for 2021/22 will be sent in June. 

Clerk 

 

Donation - £1,500 from KGCC went towards the bailiffs costs and the 

Committee expressed gratitude to the Knotty Green Cricket Club. 

 

Insurance Claims - £899 was received towards the reconnection of the 

demolished lighting column in Hogback Wood Road. 

 
     
     4. Income &   

          Expenditure 

        Table Mar 2021  

 

The table was reviewed and agreed. It was noted that; 

Clerk's Salary - £22,551 was paid including tax, NIC's and pension 

contributions. 

Office expenses  -  £977 (v £2,040) our insurance payment fell into the 

preceding year and redecoration following a recent leak was delayed.   

Hire of halls -  no halls were hired. 

Audit fees  - £620 (v £530 budget) a result of an increase in costs of internal 

audit (£20) and external audit £70, including £40 for a query. 

Ponds trees and Commons - £570 (v £3,264) planned work such as volunteer 

pond clearances and tree work will be re-phased. 

Knotty Green allotments - £1,317 (v £765 budget), the extra amount to 

strengthen security measures following theft of 2 strimmers and 2 mowers.   

Play areas - £7,249 (v £2,040) as a result of deterioration the wooden junior 

play unit stairs and bridge, a zip wire and brace post, plus and several swing 

seats, all requiring urgent repair. 

Legal costs £4,748 (v £2,040) bailiffs costs for traveller eviction. 

Grants - Penn St CC (£500),CAB (£350), Village care (£100), RBL (£200). 

Website-  £366 (v £2,850) work to replace the parish's ageing IT and improve 

the accessibility of the website was delayed until 2021/22. Clerk 

Street light energy - the UMS certificate which was out of date was replaced  . 

EON were appointed to supply street light energy for 3 years, till 2022. There 

was a rise in energy costs owing to the new tariff £1,218 (v £1,000). 

 

Capital Projects 2020/21 



Bollards - agreed not to proceed. 

Penn Street pond - £2,000 un-spent, we are struggling to find a contractor. 

Chancellors - £ 3,955 (v£8,045). But 2 nest swings £9,295 agreed, subject to 

grant funding, so balance of budget to form parish contribution £4,648. 

Chancellors path - £2k in budget (quote £7,195). Two more quotes required. 

Clerk 

KGRA - wet pour replaced (£12,340) - complete 

KGCC gate - gate replaced (£1,700) - complete 

Parking Scheme - complete (£4,791) invoice anticipated, sum will fall into 

2021/22 financial year rather than 2020/21 as anticipated. 

 

The following Capital Project 2021/22 are planned for 2021/22:- 

W/Hill, Nest Swing £7,000 

Parish Computer Replacement £2,000 

Bike Stand and Shelter, Parish Office £1,000 

W/Hill, Edging for Common £15,000 

Play Area improvements £5,000 

Website - £1,200 

Whichert Close parking scheme  -£8,000 (provision) 

Penn Road, Pedestrian Crossing  - £10,000 (provision)  

 
5. Annual Audit Internal Audit - This was completed by Mr H.Porter on 30 April.  

Section 3 of the Audit Return has been signed by Mr Porter and he has 

checked the other sections. He has written to the Chairman to confirm that the 

accounts are in good order and there are no matters of concern. The parish 

Council Chair, Roy Bentham, reviewed the report and the Committee 

commended the Clerk for her work.   

Section 1 is recommended for approval by the Council.  No changes to our 

procedures are recommended. 

Section 2 - The figures are recommended to the full Council meeting for 

approval.  The figures exclude the Charity a/c and any transfers between a/cs.  

An explanation to the auditors explaining differences of more than 15% 

between the figures for 2019/20 and 2020/21 is also recommended to be 

agreed. Our Receipts have decreased by more than 15% because we received 

grant funding of £17,960 to renovate the Chancellors play area in 2019/20 and 

this was not repeated, and in general rental receipts also fell in 2020/21, owing 

to the pandemic. 

The Fixed Asset Register has been updated and is recommended.  New 

additions are shown in yellow highlight and include an information board 

(£905), steel gate at KGCC (£1,700), a picnic table (£492)  and play 

equipment (£3,954).  

The Audit timetable was considered and agreed.  The Audit Return has to be 

agreed at the 19 May Council meeting and will then be sent to PKF Littlejohn, 

the External Auditors.  Public notices will be put up on notice boards (and the 

website) on the dates recommended by the Committee (14 June -23 July 

2021). 

PKF have indicated that AGAR must be approved by 30 June and the 

publication date for final audited accounts is 30 September. 

Risk register - has been updated and is recommended.  
       6. Town & Parish    

Charter 

 

This was agreed to be a useful guide to how the parish and Unitary Council 

will work together and is recommended. 

7. Annual Report Various topics were discussed and a draft will be circulated.  The main topics 

are the Neighbourhood Plan, Play equipment, work to improve the edge of 



W/Hill Common and pond working parties.  
      8. Parish News  The Clerk noted articles were appearing regularly in village newsletter, online 

on the parish's website and via Facebook.  The parish has nearly 200 followers 

and regularly reaches between 800-3,500 users. Information on road works 

and planning items are popular. 
      9. Next Meeting  The next meeting will be on Wednesday 10th Nov 2021 at 8.00pm in the 

Parish Office 
  

 


