
 

MINUTES OF THE FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 

 

HELD ON 8 NOVEMBER 2017 IN THE PARISH OFFICE 

 
      Present Cllrs   Mrs J.Creasy (Chairwoman) 

           R.Bentham 

           D.Lander 

           Mrs M.Seymour 

                

           Clerk N.F.Johnson 
      Apologies  Mr  M.Raszpla, Mr M.Newth-West 

1. Minutes The Minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed and it was noted all the 

actions had been completed.The Minutes were then approved and signed. 
2. Election of 

Chairman 
Cllr Mrs J.Creasy reported she wished to stand down as Chair of the 

Committee following her election as Chair of the Parish Council and the Clerk 

reported there was one nomintaion. Cllr R.Bentham was nominated by 

D.Lander and this was seconded by Mrs M.Seymour and unanimously agreed 

by the Committee. Cllr R.Bentham was duly elected as Chair of the Finance 

Committee. 
2. Check of 

        Accounts 

 

Chair confirmed that he had carried out the necessary checks of accounts to 

the end of September 2017 and the accounts were in good order. 

3. Summary of  

         Accounts at   

         30 September 17 

 

These were reviewed and various items noted:- 

Metro Bank - Business Account shows a healthy balance of £63,640 and 

Current Account is £5,000. 

UTB Capital Account £48,735 (use of this is restricted) and 100 Day Capital 

Account £33,306 which can be used for the acquisition of fixed assets. It was 

noted it would be useful to review the terms of use of the UTB Capital 

Account and this was agreed. Clerk 

 

Cash balance of £68,062 was healthy. The Council is on track to meet its 

2017/18 budget. 

 

Future sources of capital - WDC has expressed interest in acquiring the 

Queensway Site for use as a cemetery. We jointly own the ransom strip with 

CWPC and Hughenden PC and a meeting with WDC is anticipated.   

Rossiter and Mansfield, W/Hill  - both house owners applied to widen their 

drives taking in Common land but have now decided not to proceed. The  

District Valuer was instructed in respect of the valuation of Mansfield and the 

owner Mr Luebbert is therefore liable for the valuation fee of nearly £1,000. 

With Rossiter the enquiry did not proceed to an instruction. Clerk 

 

Capital projects -  Footway lighting scheme fifty one new LED lights were 

installed as the beginning of October. This included the original 40 units on 

Hutchings Road, Mynchen Road and Howe Drive, plus an extra 10 units which 

required repair following a scout of all the Parish's lights. We successfully 

applied to the LAF to transfer the £4,592 funds for the Church road path to the 

footway lighting scheme, so altogether the parish will have spent £14,135, less 

the grant £9,543 v £12,000 budgeted. One unit was missed on Hutchings Road 

owing to a spreadseet error and it was agreed to replace this on an ad-hoc 

basis. Clerk.  There are 59 units left to replace and the proposed 3 year scheme 

will continue until all the old style lights are replaced with P852 LED units, 

with a swan neck style neck. A further LAF bid has been submitted for 50 



percent match funding for the installation of 40 new lights in 2018/19 at a cost 

of £13,570. Clerk 

 

Clerk's Salary -  a long running query with HMRC over the 2015/16 PAYE 

has been resolved by paying the requested £238. This arose principally as the 

monthly amounts of NIC and tax were estimated each month using Tax Tables 

producing a discrepancy for the year as a whole.    

 

LAF - three bids for Highways schemes were submitted by 31 August 2017 as 

follows:- 

40 Footway lights at Knotty Green -  £13,570 

MVAS  - £2,795 a Sarco model including lithium-ion batteries and 

Church Road footway repairs - we await a costing for patch and plane repairs. 

The Clerk noted a table has been added to the Summary of Accounts showing 

the amount of LAF funding received over the last 3 years. 

 

Devolution - we have spent £1,405 of this year's budget leaving £3,700 for the 

remaining 6 months of the year. The Clerk requested suggestion for local areas 

requiring attention. Cllr Mrs M.Seymour suggested a number of road signs 

were obstructed so sign clearance should been priority and this was agreed. 

Clerk  

 

Crown car park -  it was noted that the rent under the current lease will 

increase by the rate of RPI with effect from October 2018. 

 

W/Hill Memorial Hall - A cheque for £10 has been received from Mr 

M.Bayley on behalf of the Residents Association in respect of the peppercorn 

rent of £1 a year, under the ten year lease for the triangle of land adjacent to 

the Memorial Hall. The Clerk noted the Memorial Hall room booking system 

is now online. 

 

Tender for supply of utilities - Our 3 year fixed price energy contract with 

SSE expired on 31 June 2017. Following a review of alternative providers, 

SSE were the most competitive quote at 11.492 p/kWh (a rise of 18% over 3 

years) plus a monthly charge of £2.27, unchanged. A new fixed deal for 

energy supply for 2 years was agreed with SSE. This expires in June 2019.  
       4. Bank Mandates The Metro Bank Mandate has been updated following May's Full Council 

meeting. We have five signatories: Mrs M.Seymour, M.Morley,  M.Raszpla, 

Mrs J.Creasy and R.Bentham.  

The UTB Mandate remains unchanged: Mrs M.Seymour, Mrs J.Creasy, 

R.Bentham and M.Morley.   
     5. Income &   

          Expenditure 

        Table Sept 2017  

 

The Table was reviewed and agreed.  It was noted that:  

Play equipment  - ad-hoc repairs have been required to a number of pieces of 

play equipment including the Supernova, so we have overspent by £781 year 

to date.  A further £3,000 capital is earmarked for investment, for the 

replacement of the rubber surface under the cradle swings at Knotty Green.  

Transfers to capital - £5,000 will be transferred to the Capital A/c this year. 

Clerk.  

Street lighting - £14,135 v £12,000 budgeted (LAF grant £4,592) 

Play equipment - rubber surface, RTC Safety Surfaces £3,150 v budgeted 

£3,000 

It was noted that of the Capital spend planned  for 2017/18 £1,100 earmarked 

for a new MVAS and £1,000 towards a new Notice Board at Penn Street were 

outstanding. 



 

Penn Festival - Mr N Billingshurst approached the Council on behalf of the 

Penn Festival which is considering making a donation to the local 

communities affected by noise and traffic. Councillors noted that Penn Street 

particularly and W/Hill are both affected by during the 2 day festival, so the 

Clerk recommended he speak with Cllrs M.West and D.Lander and propose an 

amount. Clerk to follow up 

 

KGCC Pavilion - The Fire Risk Assessment is now in place and the 

evacuation procedures but repairs to the guttering at the Club are badly needed 

before the winter. Clerk  If there is no existing energy performance certificate 

we can continue to lease the building after April 2018 according to the legal 

advice from NALC. There followed a discussion over the future of the 

building and renewal of the lease. The lack of a Community building in 

Knotty Green is deficiency and the Pavilion serves this purpose. One option to 

secure the pavilion's future is to sell the structure to the KGCC, although this 

would need to be at a fair market value. The pavilion is shown in the PPC's 

Fixed Asset register at historic cost of £112,000. If the Club acquired the 

building they would need to need to raise revenue which might mean the 

Pavilion is available for wider community use. It was agreed the Council 

should be able to continue to lease the Club use of the feild, which is Common 

land.  Other alternatives to secure the pavilion's future are a more commercial 

lease with the Club with the Parish Council taking over the maintenance of the 

building, or a continuation of the current full repairing lease. It was 

recommended PPC first obtain a valuation of the building (maybe from the 

District Valuer or a surveyor) and its commercial market rental  value before 

speaking to the Club about future options. Clerk to obtain quotes and advice. 
    6. Capital Projects     

2018/19 and draft 

Budget 

A number of items were suggested:- 

 Footway lights 

 War memorial renovation, and  

 Play equipment 

The War Memorial Commission is offering 75 percent match funding and it 

was agreed that it we should apply as it was important the memorials at Penn 

and Penn Street looks their best for the Centenary of the Great War. 
      7. Precept 

 
Councillors discussed whether the Precept for 2018/19 should remain at 

£60,000 or rise. After considerable discussion it was recommended as a 

principle to keep the Precept static in real terms, so any rise should be pegged 

to the general rise in the cost of living. Looking at the target set by the Bank of 

England of 2 percent was sensible  and it was recommended that this be 

adopted. Councillors then reviewed the Council Tax Base for the year 2016/17 

looking particularly at comparator Council's band D Council tax charges.   
      8. Burial Grants £1,500 Penn, £750 Penn Street, £350 W/Hill were agreed. 

8. Donations £500 to Penn Street Cricket Club and £350 CAB Amersham agreed. Chiltern 

Society have requested a donation £500-£1,000 towards the cost of employing 

an assistant ranger to assist the Council with maintaining its six local ponds. 

£500 was agreed. The Council could not however assist with the Chiltern 

Conservation Board's request for a £500 grant, owing to BCC's decisin to 

cease funding. 
9. Risk Register The equipment on the office needs PAT testing. Clerk  

       10. Tree Survey It was agreed to commission the Parish's annual tree survey from Ridgeway 

Woodlands at a cost of £100. 
   11. Registration of 

Parish Land 
 Benham Law have quoted us £1,000 to review the Parish records but a 

comparative quoted is required. Lynne Owen at Mercers has been suggested. It 

was agreed to pass the work to a Solicitor, also that this should be done as 



soon as practicable. Clerk 
      
   12. Grass Cutting 

Tender 
We received five responses to our recent tender for Parish Grass cutting 

services 2018/2021. The Committee reviewed the various bids and discussed 

the merits of each, focussing on First Grounds Maintenance, Chesham PC and 

CTR Maintenance who bids were all very close on price. It was recommended 

we renew our contract with CTR Maintenance as they provided the best 

combination of local services, value for money and speed of response to 

complaints as part of the bid and this was agreed.    
    12. Next Meeting  The next meeting will be on Wednesday 10 January 2017 at 8.00pm in the 

Parish Office 

 


