
MINUTES OF THE FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 
 

HELD ON 9 NOVEMBER 2015 IN THE PARISH OFFICE 
 
      Present Cllrs   Mrs J. Creasy (Chairman) 

           D. Lander           
           M. Newth-West 
           M. Raszpla 
           Mrs M. Seymour 
Clerk  M.S.Green 
Observing: Mrs Nicole Johnson  
           

      Apologies There were none. 
 

1. Election of 
Chairman 
 

Cllr Mrs Seymour said she had stood in as Chairman for the last year but 
hoped that a more permanent replacement could be found.  Cllr Mrs Creasy 
took up the challenge and was unanimously elected. 
 

2. Check of 
    Accounts 

Cllr Mrs Seymour confirmed that she had carried out all the necessary checks 
and that the account was in good order. 
 

  3. Summary of  
           Accounts as at   
           30 Sep 15 
 

These were reviewed and approved having noted the following points: 
 

a) There is a high cash balance of some £44,000 (£9,000 more than 
this time last year) plus capital of some £25,000.  This is mainly 
due to unspent devolution funding and a reduction in street lighting 
expenditure by some £4,500 pa as a result of our new LED lights 
and photocells which turn off the lights after midnight. 

b) Projects -  The 2013/14 Church Road pavement repair (£5,000) is 
still outstanding.  We were awarded £7,500 for 2015/16 and most 
of it will be spent on a feasibility study on Saucy Corner.     

c) Devolution - We have spent only £1,000 out of an allocation of 
£5,000.   Local Members (especially in Knotty Green) are asked to 
identify any tasks which will qualify for funding especially 
spraying weeds on pavements and 'siding out' pavements and 
footways.  A note of the tasks will be circulated. 

d) Precept - Over the past few years we have deliberately increased 
the precept to pay for the new Parish Office and then the street 
lighting scheme.  In due course the remaining 110 lights will 
become very expensive to maintain, eventually becoming obsolete, 
and will need to be replaced at a cost of £30,000 at current rates 
with no possibility of another interest-free loan from Salix.  Our 
precept remains very low requiring an average household 
contribution of only some 60p per week. 
 

      4. Income &   
          Expenditure 

        Table 
 

The Table was reviewed and agreed.   

5. Burial grants 
 
 

The following grants are recommended:  Holy Trinity, Penn, £1,500;  
Penn Street, £500; W/Hill Methodist Chapel, £350.   

          6. Donations 
 
 
       
      
        7. Community  
           grants 

A donation of £50 is recommended to the Chiltern Citizens Advice Bureau, 
Chesham, but not to two other requests - from the Sue Ryder Hospice at 
Nettlebed, and the Bucks Playing Fields Association.  It was noted that we 
gave £75 earlier this year to the Open Spaces Society. 
 
It was noted that we have already given or authorised grants this year totalling 



      
        
        
     
    8. Clerk's hand 
           -over  

£2,000 to Penn St CC (£500), W/Hill Res. Assoc.(£713), P&TGRS (£750). 
We can invite community organisations to bid via our Annual Report. 
 
 
The Committee warmly recommends the appointment of Mrs Nicole Johnson 
as Assistant Clerk to the Parish Council wef 4 January 2016, taking over as 
Clerk at the conclusion of the Council meeting on 21 January.  Approval of the 
revised Contract of Employment and Job Description are also recommended.   
It is recommended that the salary will be reviewed at the May Council meeting 
after completion of the 13 week probationary period. 
 

       9. Financial   
           Regulations 
 

No change is recommended to Issue No 6, approved on 20 Nov 14. The 
expenditure controls set out in Table 3.2 are still appropriate.    
 

       10. Annual Risk  
             Assessment 
 

Only one amendment is recommended to Issue No 6 of 20 Nov 14.  Our IT 
adviser, Brian Lock, has confirmed that there is now no need to remove the 
back-up hard drive daily, or copy it monthly, since we now have a continuous 
online backup service 'cloud based' with Carbonite Online.     The computer 
access password will need to be changed at the handover of Clerks and shared 
with the Chairs of the Council and F&GP. 
 

        11. Annual tree  
            Inspection 
 
      12. War Memorials 

Pete Whipp has been asked to complete the normal inspection this autumn. 
 
 
Two full quotes have been obtained for Penn (£3,249) and Penn Street 
(£ 3,753).  A 50% grant is likely from the War Memorial Trust.    
 

      13. Electoral  
            registers   
 

Each Parish Councillor will have to apply for a copy when the register is 
ready.  It is possible to subscribe for any changes made during the year. 

      14. Website review 
 

Brian Lock's summary indicates a reasonable use of the website. 
Contact details for Cllrs Mrs Creasy and Newth-West need up-dating.  All 
Members should check their entries. 
 

      15. Registration of   
            Parish land 
 

Lynne Owen of B-Legal has sent a long list of documents held in their 
storeroom.  Brian Lock has maps showing the Land Registry numbers of all 
registered land in the parish.  They show unregistered land blank. 
 

      16. Bank mandates  
        
 
 
 
 
 
      
      17.  Clean for the  
             Queen 
 
 
 
      18. Knotty Green 
            Councillors 
 
 
 
      19. The Squirrel 

Mandates will need revision.   A Council resolution naming bank, signatories 
and the name of the Clerk administering the account will be needed.   
 
Recommended signatories are: 
Metro Bank - Cllrs Mrs Creasy, Seymour, Hardie, Morley, Raszpla. 
United Trust Bank - Cllrs Mrs Creasy, Mrs Seymour, Morley. 
  
There is a national move to have a co-ordinated litter blitz to celebrate the 
Queen's 90th birthday.  The date proposed is the weekend 4-6 March.  W/Hill 
and Penn St will organise something and it should be added to the Joint 
meeting agenda with CWPC. 
 
We are still two Councillors short.  Cllr Newth-West will put notices on the 
three Knotty Green notice boards and we will ask for a notice in the Penn 
Church newsletter. 
 
Penn St Cricket Club hopes to nominate The Squirrel as a Community Asset 
but if unsuccessful asks if the Parish Council will take over.  
 

      20. Next Meeting  The next meeting will be on Thursday 14 Jan 16 at 8pm. 



  
 


