
 

MINUTES OF THE FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 

 

HELD ON 10 MAY 2017 IN THE PARISH OFFICE 

 
      Present Cllrs   Mrs J.Creasy (Chairwoman) 

           Mr R.Bentham 

           Mr D.Lander 

                

           Clerk N.F.Johnson 
      Apologies  Mr  M.Raszpla, Mrs M.Seymour, Mr M.Newth-West 

1. Minutes The Minutes of the previous meeting were approved and signed. The Chair 

noted despite three absences the Committee was quorate.  Cllr D.Lander 

queried whether the Annual Tree Survey and follow up surgery had been 

completed and the Clerk advised it had. 
2. Check of 

        Accounts 
Chair confirmed that she had carried out the necessary checks of accounts to 

the end of March 2017.  One item was picked up, an under claim of VAT on 

Invoice 600 - batteries, charge and voltmeter, which was corrected on the 

recent VAT return. Otherwise the accounts were in good order. 
3. Summary of  

         Accounts as at   

         31 March 17 

 

These were reviewed and various items noted:- 

UTB Capital £48,735 was re-invested in June 2016 a 3 year bond paying 1.3% 

interest. The account ceases to be a short term asset and is therefore not shown 

in the bank reconciliation. Mr H Porter, Internal Auditor, agrees with this 

treatment. A needs to be to be added to the reconciliation to this effect. As the 

funds are held in trust for land purchases, under The Practitioners Accounting 

Guidance 2016 they are not included in the Annual Return, instead the box 

indicating the Parish holds assets in trust is ticked. It was noted that the 

Summary of Account sets out the terms of use of the Capital clearly. 

Councillors agreed that the Committee should review the terms of the trust and 

how it might apply the funds. Clerk 

 

Cash balance of £29,920 was healthy. 

 

Future sources of capital - the sale of Woodbridge Alley estimated to raise 

£25,000 is considered unlikely and it was agreed to remove this item. 

 

Sale of Common land - Rossiter and Mansfield, W/hill  - both house owners 

have applied to widen their drives taking in Common land. The Clerk has 

written to both and instructed the District Valuer to value the land. A value of 

£1,000 has been placed on each parcel, should the owners wish to proceed. 

Cllr J Creasy felt this value was too low but noted the Council is obliged to 

follow the DV's guidance. It was recommended to write to both house owners. 

Clerk 

 

Capital projects -  Footway lighting scheme has been agreed and £12,000 

budgeted for 2017/18. We have applied to the LAF to transfer the £4,592 

funds for the Church road path to the footway lighting scheme and are waiting 

for approval which we expect to receive in a week. Once this is confirmed, we 

can place the order with CU Phosco. We have a lea-way of 3 extra lights to 

replace ad-hoc breakages. A scout would be sensible to ensure this is sufficient 

extras. This was agreed. Clerk to organise.  The proposed 3 year scheme will 

replace all the old style lights, including flower-pot style units with P852 LED 

units, with a swan neck style neck. It was agreed that there will be comments 

if broken lights don't match. The benefit is we will have a single unit across 



the parish, but in the interim  2-3 years, as we transition, a mismatch. Cllr 

R.Bentham advised communicating the change to local residents, as the 

scheme will makes financial sense when considered over the next few years. It 

was agreed to remind Council of their earlier decision on lights and the 

Committee recommend a letter be sent to local residents in the affected street. 

Local Councillors in Knotty Green can lead communications with residents. 

Clerk 

 

Clerk's Salary - A note has been added to the Summary of Accounts 

explaining  the Clerk's Salary of £22,720 is composed of £21,314 plus pension 

contributions of £1,406. This reconciles to the £22,720 shown on the 

Expenditure and Income Table.  

 

LAF - Keeping a running total of the amount received from LAF each year 

was agreed to be a good idea. A graph or table would be show the annual 

variation.  The timetable for submitting new LAF application is 31 August 

2017, it was agreed to ask Councillors for their ideas at the May's Full Council 

meeting and to re-circulate the criteria for LAFfunding. Clerk 
       4. Bank Mandates The Metro Bank Mandate will need updating following May's Full Council 

meeting and this was agreed.  This means we will have five signatories: Mrs 

M.Seymour, M.Morley,  M.Raszpla, Mrs J.Creasy and R.Bentham. 

AS.Hardie's name will be removed. It was agreed to recommend a resolution 

to this effect.  

Metro Bank have located the 2016 Mandate which they mislaid which is good 

news. The UTB Mandate remains unchanged: Mrs M.Seymour, Mrs J.Creasy, 

R.Bentham and M.Morley.  
     5. Income &   

          Expenditure 

        Table  

 

The Table was reviewed and agreed.  It was noted that:  

Clerk’s Salary  - £22,720 was paid including tax, NIC and pension 

contributions. 

Salix Loan repayment of £2,813 were made during the year. 

The Committee then reviewed the other variance for 2016/17, as follows:- 

Devolution – we spent £4,305 of our £4,478 budget, so have under spend by 

£173. A devolution report will show how the money we received was spent 

and dealt with residents complaints. 

Transfers to capital - £5,000 is still to be transferred to the capital a/c this 

year. Clerk.  
    6. Annual Audit Internal Audit - This was completed by Mr H.Porter on 28 April.  

Section 4 of the Audit Return has been signed by Mr Porter and he has 

checked the other sections. Particular attention was paid to the appropriate 

treatment of the UTB Capital account reinvested in a 3 year bond in June 

2016. He has written to the Chairman to confirm that the accounts are in good 

order.  

Section 1 - The figures are recommended to the full Council meeting for 

approval.  The figures exclude the Charity a/c and any transfers between a/cs.  

At Mazars' request the precept figure shown in Box 2 is reduced by CDC's 

support payment which instead is included under other receipts in Box 3.  The 

Salix Lighting loan repayment is included in Box 5 but also in Box 10 as a 

loan. 

An explanation to the auditors explaining differences of more than 15% 

between the figures for 2015/16 and 2016/17 is also recommended to be 

agreed.  Both our Income and Payments have moved by more than 15% as a 

result of the early receipt of 2017/18 devolution funds and grants. These were 

invested in several projects, including paths and security bollards and a 

fingerpost sign. 



Section 2 is recommended for approval by the Council.  No changes to our 

procedures are recommended. 

The Fixed Asset Register has been updated and was approved.  Mazars have 

requested that increased insurance values should no longer be noted.  New 

additions are shown in mauve and include two new oak notice boards 

(£2,200), a fingerpost sign (£670), steel security bollards (£1,590) and an 

information board (£1,770).  

The Audit timetable was considered and agreed.  The Audit Return has to be 

agreed at the 18 May Council meeting and will then be sent to Mazars, the 

External Auditors.  Public notices will be put up on notice boards (and the 

website) on the dates recommended by the Committee (5 June -14 July). 

The Clerk was commended for preparing the various documents and on the 

successful internal audit report.  

Cllr J.Creasy noted that at the Internal Audit, Section 4.D - the Council was 

found to have set a precept following from an adequate budgetary process, 

which was particularly important, given the proposed investment in new 

footway lights.        
      7. Precept 

 
Two local residents commented on the increase in the Precept both are from 

Knotty Green. Cllr J.Creasy noted Knotty Green will receive a £12,000 

investment. Councillors agreed it was important to proceed with the replacing 

the footway lights as soon as the LAF grants is received. Clerk    
      8. Donations £500 to Penn Street Cricket Club. 

  
9. Annual Report Various topics were discussed and a draft will be circulated. Committee 

Chair's will be circulated for input and resident feedback will be sought.  
         
     10. Nominations          

for Chairman & Vice 

Chairman 

The written nominations required by Standing orders will be notified with the 

written notice for next week's Council meeting. 

      
   11. AOB Tender for supply of utilities 

Our fixed price energy contract with SSE expires on 31 June 2017. Our water 

supply contract will also be reviewed, as the market is now open to 

competition. Alternative quotes will be sought for the Committee's 

consideration. Clerk 
    12. Next Meeting  The next meeting will be on Tuesday 7 November 2017, date to be confirmed 

 


