
MINUTES OF THE FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 

HELD ON 26 APRIL 2007, IN FLINT HOUSE 

 

Present D.J.White (Chairman) 

M.J.Bayley 

D.J. Brydon  

M.J.Raszpla  

C.J. White 

Clerk M.S.Green 

Apologies Mrs M. Seymour, D Swinhoe-Standen   

 

1. Chairman It was noted that the first meeting of the F&GP Committee for the new Council 

will not be until October and it is therefore recommended that Cllr D. White 

should continue as Chairman until that time. 

2. Check Of Accounts The Chairman confirmed that he had carried out all the necessary checks and that 

the account was in good order. 

 

3. Summary of 

Accounts as at 31 

Mar 07 

The Summary was reviewed  and agreed with the following recommendations: 

1. Capital a/c - Consider at the Jan 08 meeting whether any of the very 

considerable capital expenditure in 06/07 should be repaid from the 

current a/c. 

2. Charity a/c  -  Transfer all the interest (£330) to capital  

3. Fixed rate bond a/c  -  the bond matures on 5 Jun 07 and the Chairman 

and Cllr Bayley are authorised to decide on reinvestment. 

4. Expenditure & 

Income table 

The table was reviewed.  It was noted that insurance cover for both 06/07 and 

07/08 had been included and that no Widmer Pond costs had yet been received or 

Chairman’s allowance paid. 

5. Audit timetable It was noted that the meeting with Harold Porter, the Internal Auditor, was next 

Monday 30 April.  Copies of the completed and signed Annual Return will be 

circulated before the May Council meeting at which it has to be approved 

6. Telecom masts on 

Knotty Green 

triangle 

T-Mobile has planning permission to convert the lamp post, but we have not yet 

agreed.  Their annual rental offer has now been reduced from £1,000 to £500.  

There has also been recent press coverage of cancer clusters relating to telephone 

masts.  It was agreed not to pursue the matter. 

7. The Pound The 5-year lease is due for renewal on 1 May and the revised rent is indexed to 

the RPI of the last five years.  We await a proposed figure from Punch Taverns 

who took over from the Spirit Group last year. 

8. Clerk’s contract of 

employment 

A new model contract has been introduced. The Chairman and Cllr Bayley will 

present it to the October meeting of the committee for approval with any 

necessary amendment.. 

9. Street light 

insurance 

The broken street light in Hogback Wood Road has now been repaired at a cost 

of £710.  We still await the insurance money agreed. 

10. Computer/printer 

for planning 

It was noted that the Planning Committee is still assessing whether A4 plans are 

big enough and whether taking them off the website easily will require a larger 

printer and a more modern computer with a larger memory. 

11. Donations £50 donations are recommended for the Chilterns Citizens Advice Bureau; 

Buckinghamshire Playing Fields Association; and Open Spaces Society 

(campaign to remove unlawful works and encroachments on commons 

12. Insurance cover The current terms of our insurance cover with Zurich Municipal were reviewed 

and agreed.  The cost has risen steadily and BALC should be asked for any 

alternative insurance companies for a comparative quote. 

13. Whielden Lane 

traffic calmimg 

The County has agreed to put in £30,000 and with RHT’s £5,000, the cost of the 

project should be covered although it is possible that the Parish Council will be 

asked for a contribution. 

14. Annual Report 

2006/07 

It was agreed that the present format was about right and should be continued.  A 

photo of Princess Anne’s visit could go on the front cover.  The website should 



be prominently advertised, also the vacancy for a Parish Councillor. 

15. Fixed Asset register 

2006/07 

The up-dated register was reviewed.  Any comments should be given to the 

Clerk.   

It was noted that two rows of trees on the common near Widmer Pond, one of red 

oaks and one of small-leafed limes, have been added to the register. 

It was also noted that the lease to the County Council of the Penn St school field 

is due for renewal in March 1998. 

16. Programme of 

meetings 2007/08 

The laminated programme for the notice boards was distributed. 

17. Website review The site is very sparsely used at present with only 445 hits (i.e. pages/links 

checked) in April that were not commercial or network.  70% of visitors stayed 

less than 30 seconds.  March was busier.  However, it was noted that it had no 

publicity so far and should grow steadily. 

18. Co-option vacancy   It was noted that there was still a vacancy for a member in Knotty Green 

19. F&GP committee 

vacancies 

It was noted that three members of the committee were leaving the Council.  Cllr 

Bayley will take soundings about committee placements before the Council 

meeting. 

20. Queensway Charles Brocklehurst says that decisions on relocation of the running track will 

not be made until the new council is in place.  Cllr C.White reminded members 

that there was a ransom strip around Queensway which gave the four owning 

parish councils the last word on any development proposals.  

21. Funding Fair There is to be Funding Fair at Chiltern on   ????? 

22. Rural highway 

verges 

Only Quality parishes are able to take over cutting grass verges, but we are asked 

both where reducing cuts from the current three time a year is possible and where 

extra cuts are needed for highway safety.  For further thought and discussion at 

the Council meeting 

23. Princess Anne Princess Anne is coming to open the Whielden lane affordable housing on 31 

May.  Cllr Bayley will be away and Cllr Mrs Seymour will take his place.  

Parking is to be in the Plough, but it was agreed that parking on the common 

would be permitted if needed. 

24. Royal garden party It was noted with pleasure that Cllr C. White had been invited to a garden party 

in Buckingham Palace in recognition of 31 years service. 

25. Retiring members The committee offered grateful thanks to the three retiring members, Cllrs 

Brydon, Swinhoe-Standen and C.White. 

 

 

 


