
MINUTES OF THE HIGHWAYS MEETING HELD ON 14 DECEMBER 2016 

 

Present:      Cllrs  M.A Morley (Chairman), G.Westmacott, D.Lander 

Apologies:   M Newth-West, C.Hurst 

Visitor:        Mr M.Bayley 

Clerk:        N.F. Johnson 

 

1. Minutes 

The minutes of the Committee meeting on 14 September 2016 were unanimously approved and 

signed.  

2 Footway Lighting 

The Parish is contemplating replacing a number of footway lights, as it is no longer economic to 

repairs some of the lights. The worst affected roads are Howe Drive, Hutchings Road and Mynchen 

Road, 40 units in total.  Four suppliers have been approached. CU Phosco provided the most 

competitive quote. SSE who have offered two quotes for alternative units are considerably more 

expensive. Urbis Schreder have quoted for supply of the lights but we would need a different firm to 

fit them which is less attractive. BCC was approached via phone and email, but have not met the 

deadline for supplying a quote, despite a phone call to the Director, Simon Dando.   

 Mr M.Bayley reported this replicated his experience in 2014. CH Phosco supplied the lights PPC 

installed then, so it would make sense to use them again so we have a one-stop shop. It was agreed it 

would be advantageous to have a single supplier and use one sort of lighting head. Mr M.Bayley 

added CU Phosco is also installing new lights for Hazlemere Parish Council in April 2017, this is the 

third phase of installation, so they are consistent and have a track record of good work in our area. 

 Cllr M.Morley commended the design of the proposed units which are small and neat. The Clerk 

reported on reliability – just one CU Phosco unit has failed since installation and this was repaired 

under warranty.  This was a faulty unit as it malfunctioned very shortly after its installation. The CU 

Phosco units also come with an attractive 6 year warranty which is unmatched. 

Purchasing regulations require us to obtain 3 quotes and to advertise the contract on Parish Notice 

Boards and our website for at least 3 weeks.  As long as we have demonstrated that we have tried to 

obtain quotes and have a record of evidence this is sufficient.    

As regards the financing the replacement, a Salix loan is not possible because the energy savings are 

very small, about £40 pa. Mr M.Bayley who has assessed the various options reported the main 

savings will be in maintenance costs and there will be a small energy saving. The saving will be 

nearly £550 pa – SSE’s maintenance charge will reduce from £1,390 to £880 pa if we replace 40 

units.  An alternative proposal to replace all 110 units was then discussed, but Cllrs preferred a phased 

approach.  It was noted that there was no reduction in the unit cost from buying 110. Cllrs will 

consider whether to replace a further 30-40 units in 2018.   

For Budgeting purposes 40 units will cost £11,308 and 110, £31,303. We have sufficient in capital 

reserves to fund part of the replacement. The Committee will need to recommend whether it wishes to 

replace 40 or 110, so this can be considered by F&GP Committee when it meets to set the 2017 

Budget. 

Mr M.Bayley noted that some lights, for example in Chalcombe Place are of the flower-pot style. CU 

Phosco do a similar style flower-pot light but this is £140 more per unit than the LED model being 

considered.  If the residents want to replace traditional lights with a like for like model they will cost 

£350 each versus £185 per unit.  There are 7 units in Chalcombe Place.  There was then some 

discussion of how to proceed replacing different style of lights, this was inconclusive.  The 

Committee prefers to replace lights in a whole road where possible. 

Cllr M.Morley then discussed whether ad-hoc light repairs should be made by CU Phosco with new 

heads instead of SSE. It was agreed that this was desirable, where the light is uneconomic to repair.  

The cost of a one-off replacement is about £450.  The Committee and Clerk then expressed their 

thanks to Mr M.Bayley for his most thorough review of the various lighting suppliers and for 

presenting the findings so clearly.   

The Committee recommended replacing 40 units in Mynchen Road, Howe Drive and Hutchings Road 

plus a contingency of  2 or 3 units.  These are likely to be installed in April 2017. There is no 

reduction in cost from following on from Hazlemere’s installation. 



 

 

3. Enquiry about switching to from part-night lighting to dimmed night time lighting. 

A concerned resident Mr K.Stewart, from Chalcombe Place would like footway lighting increased for 

security reasons.  The PPC’s role is to provide footway lighting, it’s is not within the Council’s remit 

to provide additional security lighting at night. There is no evidence of a decrease in security in this 

particular road since the switch to part-night lighting nearly two years ago. 

4. MVAS 

A new easy to use MVAS is desirable and will cost £2,250. This was recommended for inclusion in 

the 2017 Budget. Two of the existing four batteries in the old unit are dead and need replacing. Cllr 

C.Hurst also recommends purchasing a Solar Trickle Charger at a cost of £50. Cllr D.Lander has the 

laptop with the software to download the MVAS stats from the old unit.  It was agreed to purchase 

two new batteries and a Solar Charger.        

2. Highways Liaison Update 

A number of items were then discussed in detail:- 

 

Repairs 

 

A list of priority repairs for the forthcoming year has been supplied to TfB and Cllr D. Schofield who 

have acknowledged receipt. 

 

B474, from Red Lion up to Alfriston – This is the Parish’s first priority for repair as it is in extremely 

poor condition. 

 

Penn Street footway is on the four-year repair programme. 

 

Junction of Penn Street and A404 – where the bell end is breaking up. 

 

Woodlands Drive - the whole road doesn't need doing, just a stretch of 30-40m, at the end closest to 

Eghams Wood Road.  

 

Chancelleors, Penn Street - the whole road surface is breaking up and needs resurfacing. 

 

Riding Lane – TfB have agreed to repair the passing places. 

 

Horsemoor Lane – is on the program for the jetpatcher for 2017 but requires a temporary road closure 

order. 

 

Common Wood Lane The 30m before junction at Potters Cross now needs attention, as this was not 

jet-patched last year.  

 

A404/Penn Street - the bell mouth is deteriorating, this should be included on the list of suggestions 

for D.Schofield, for 2017. Cllr D.Lander to check and advise.  

 

Wheilden Lane - Surface dressing repairs failed within a few months. This has been passed to the 

capital maintenance programme for investigation. 

 

 

 Gullies 

 

According to the LATs' all A and B roads are on a yearly programme, all other road are cleared 3 

yearly. Cllrs noted with disappointment, there is still no sign of TfB's Gullies programme for 2016/17. 

 

Some scepticism was expressed about the number of gullies cleared on the B474 Hazlemere 

Rd/Church Road gullies – and others on on Elm Road and Church Road remain blocked and some are 

also stuck.   The gully outside Oldfields, Church Road particularly requires attention. LATs 

 



B474 near Disraeli Park - LAT's reported they had recently spent 3 days clearing tree roots from 

gullies and chambers on the stretch of the B474. Many gullies up to the Forty Green Road, however 

remain blocked. Time taken to clear them demonstrates they have not been cleared regularly. 

 

Potters Cross. This was cleared in November. The Chambers at the pond need cleaning out with the 

super sucker annually. LATs 

 

3. Devolution 

 

Of our budget of £4,478 we have spent £2,070.   The Clerk suggested we put in place a contract to 

weed spray the Highways. Last year we used Amersham Town Council, but our reliable contactor 

Tom Barron is booked onto two training courses in January and may supply a better quote.  Road sign 

cleaning on restricted roads is also a priority. Tom Barron will be asked clean any he sees. Clerk. 

Councillors then discussed the potential for further service devolution at some length.  Gully cleaning 

is not on the list of devolved tasks.    

4. Parking issues 

Coppice Farm Road - Cllr M.Morley explained  parking problems close to the junction of Hazlemere 

Road/Coppice Farm Road. Monitran employees don't park on the road. Two cars are parked there by 

Penn Motors during the day, however the cottage on the end has 5 vehicles, including a large van, 

which are all parked on Coppice Farm Road. The main issues is blocking of the corner.  A joint 

approach with CWPC will achieve a better result. If we install yellow lines, this could push the 

problem down the road or onto Hazlemere Road. A.Turk the Head of Parking at BCC has been invited 

to a site meeting. A copy of the new Parking Control Handbook has been requested but this has not 

yet been published. Clerk 

Elm Road also suffers from anti-social parking. Access protection markings seem to be an effective 

solution in this location.  

5.  Lorries turning into Pond Close 

Pond Close – the Parish Council has written to Securon Ltd and a reply has been received from 

Director, Mr W.John. This is a tricky problem because it involves a defect in SAT NAV software. The 

Committee welcomed the company’s constructive approach to the Residents’ Association, to find a 

solution. No further instances have been reported.  

6. LAF Update 

We have submitted two small schemes and one larger scheme for 2017, as follows:- 

Church Road path - £5,000 (of which £2,500 must come from the Parish under the match funding for 

Highways schemes), £1,500 for Holtspur Lane passing places (match funding required) and £500 for 

the gate access to Knotty Green Allotments (match funding required). Our preferred contractor will be 

TfB for these schemes. 

 Cllr A.Hardie and BCC have enquired if PPC are willing to fund a Feasibility Study into a new 

junction at the end of Ledborough Lane junction/A305 to ease congestion along the B474 by directing 

traffic away from the town centre. The cost of the study is £9,000-10,000 which may attract LAF 

Funding. Cllrs agreed because the junction lies in Beaconsfield they did not have capacity to fund 

such it but the Committee is very supportive of a Feasibility Study, as TfB’s traffic modelling shows a 

100 per ent increase in traffic into Beaconsfield over the next 20 years. Clerk to write to BTC and Cllr 

A.Hardie.   

7. Road Signs 

A number of road signs on New Road and Penn Bottom are at odd angles and have been reported.  

Any road names which are uneven should be reported to BCC. Clerk. 

8. Hedge cutting 

 

Common Wood Lane, Church Road - Penn Estates tractor has cut the hedges along the highways 

which are looking very neat and tidy. T.Barron has been approached to cut back growth near the '40' 

near the Crown pub on Witheridge Road. Clerk 

9. AOB 



W/Hill Drainage Works. The new drainage ditch which has been installed by Highways on the 

Common is still causing flooding onto the allotments. This has been referred by the LAT's to the TfB 

2017 Capital Drainage Programme. 

Next meeting date –  1 March 2017, 11.00am at the Parish Office, Penn Church Hall. 

 


