
 
MINUTES OF THE HIGHWAYS MEETING HELD ON 15 JANUARY 2013 
 
Present:      Cllrs  M.J. Bayley (Chairman), D. Baker, Mrs . K. Dicker, A. Hardie, B. Lock, M.A. Morley,  
        C.Pointon-Taylor,  
Apologies:  Cllr  D. Dixon 
Clerk:        M.S.Green 
 
 
Liaison meeting with Colin Jenkins and Claire Quilley, 11 Jan 13 
The record of the meeting with Cllr Bayley and the Clerk arrived the same day and has been circulated.    
However, very little action has been taken (with the exception of Whielden Lane), and our new LAT 
reports that she is overwhelmed by daily tasks and has almost no time to deal with other parish needs. It 
was agreed that this should be raised at the LAF meeting tomorrow.   
 
We should write to the owners of the Old Post House, Church Road asking them to remove the tarmac lip 
to the kerb outside their house. 
 
Taking over some County Highway services 
Si Khan is our contact for this and has sent the very detailed criteria for a qualifying parish.  18 parishes 
in the south of the county have signed legal agreements to take over specific responsibilities.  Amersham 
is particularly enthusiastic, but Chesham much less so.  The £150,000 annual county budget has already 
been taken up and application made for a further £150,000 which will be decided in mid-February.  There 
is a waiting list of parishes.  Despite some misgivings about adequate funding and the possible risk of 
losing normal services it is recommended that we apply to join the waiting list.   
 
Si Khan also sent a limited list of ‘delegated functions’, but we are assured by Amersham that we will be 
able to negotiate more if we are capable of dealing with them.   Amersham have 11 groundsmen and a 
Park Superintendent with a delegated budget of £19,000 pa.   They already do ‘delegated’ work for other 
parishes and will quote for us if we need it.   
 
The following list of possible tasks was discussed: 
 

1. Grass cutting – vision splays & verges 
2. Hedge cutting over paths & footways 
3. Clearing leaves & debris from gulleys 
4. Digging out grips into ditches & ponds 
5. Sweeping up grit & gravel at junctions 
6. Cleaning signs and minor sign repairs 
7. Re-positioning disturbed signs 
8. Refilling salt bins & salt heaps 
9. Work on rights of way – clearing paths repairs to stiles etc 
10. Weed control 
11. Cutting back kerbs  
12. Clearing vegetation from footways and pavements. 

Local Area Forum 
There is a LAF meeting on 16 Jan 13 at which: 
Our 2013/14 bids for delegated funds for the Church Road pavement (£5,000) and KG Play equipment 
(£10,000) will be considered. 
LAF priorities will be reviewed and it was agreed that we should propose keeping all the existing 
priorities and add one, ‘Protection of the environment and green spaces’.  
 
An e-petition from Beacon Hill residents about the pavement between Beacon Hill and School Road will 
also be considered.  Highways have suggested that we seek LAF funds for a ‘site audit’ to review possible 
solutions, but after considerable discussion there was a strong and unanimous view that it is the duty of 
the Highways Authority to recommend in the first instance any feasible solutions there might be for 
which we can then bid for LAF funds. 
The early failure of the jet-patching pothole repairs will also be raised at LAF. 



Repainting white lines - We were asked by our LAT to tell her where significant white lines need 
repainting since they have no regular programme.  However it was felt that if the lines are a statutory 
requirement then it must be a Highways Authority responsibility to note where they need to be repainted.  
This will be raised at the LAF meeting. 
 
Area 4 speed limits 
The extension of the Whielden Lane 30 mph limit is to proceed, but not the 40 mph limit on New Road 
between Penn Street and Penn Bottom, nor the extension of the 30 mph limit on the B474 up to Clay 
Street which was opposed by the police and 12 objectors with only 3 supporters.  Alfriston School has 
been informed.  They may wish to check vehicle speeds, but our MVAS is not suitable because the school 
exit is on a bend.    
 
Forty Green Access 
We have now heard from Si Khan that we will be asked to pay £1,800 if the Parish undertakes this work 
and we would have to provide adequate design specification, risk assessments and method statements 
including traffic management.  The £1,800 would cover the cost of TfB approval and monitoring of the 
scheme and not design and supervision, which would be carried out by Penn Parish Council.    This would 
be under a Section 184 agreement.  They have not got the capacity to do the job themselves before our 
funding deadline of 31 March.   

We agreed at the November Council meeting to go ahead on the basis of an estimated cost of £14,000 in 
the knowledge that we have grants of £5,700 with the hope of some local contribution.  Highways’ own 
estimated cost was considerably higher than the quote from SPH Ltd of £9,730 so we already have two 
quotes and do not want to risk any further delays before 31 March by getting the third quote required by 
our Financial Regulations.   It is not felt that an £1,800 charge is reasonable and we should resist it, but if 
we do have to pay it the cost to the Council will be £(9,730 + 1,800 – 5,700)  =  £5,830.   We therefore 
recommend that we go ahead with SPH Ltd, who are a Highways-approved firm and did an excellent job 
for us on the allotment kerb. 

Mobile Vehicle Activated Sign 
The sign arrives tomorrow. 
 
Potters Cross fingerpost 
Highways are still awaiting the insurance company’s acceptance of liability 

 
Salt bin, Cherry Drive 
This will be moved further down the road when the upper footway is put in, provided Highways agree to 
the new position. 
 
Priority roads for surfacing -We haven’t yet heard which two of our roads have been given priority. 
 
Date of next meeting – Wednesday 17 April 2013 
 


