
MINUTES OF THE HIGHWAYS MEETING HELD ON 16 MARCH 2016 

 
Present:      Cllrs  M.A Morley (Chairman, A. Hardie, M Newth-West. 

Apologies:  Cllrs D. Lander, G. Westmacott 

Clerk:        N.F. Johnson 

 

1. Mobile Vehicle Activated Systems (MVAS) 

 There was a detailed discussion of the various sites proposed for installation of MVAS.  Cllr Morley 

reported that he had visited a number of sites with the Local Area Technicians (LATs), as a result the 

preferred options were:- 

• W/Hill. Outside Little Orchard on the bank (requires ground screw) 

• Penn, Hazlemere Road, outside number 11 (requires ground screw) 

• Knotty Green, Eghams Wood Road - outside number 16 (requires ground screw), also outside 

number 33 (requires ground screw). 

The next step is to consult with residents near the proposed locations. Cllrs, Morley, Hardie and 

Newth-West agreed to report back as soon as possible. Submission of projects is needed well in 

advance of 31 March, the financial year end, so time is tight.  Progress will be dependent on residents 

supporting the installations. 

The cost of the TfB MVAS location survey, £350, and stats reports for the four sites, £75 per site, are 

deductible from the LAF award of £2,160. LAF Funds have already be used towards the cost of the 

posts at Rays Lane/Elm Road, £340 and the cost of the upgraded Fagnall Lane sign, above the 

standard Highways model, estimated to be £400. the Committee agreed the remaining 2015/16 LAF 

funds will be used to purchase 4 ground screws at a cost of £900. It was noted that if the money is 

unspent we can't carry it forwards to next year.  

Cllr Morley commented that purchasing a second MVAS unit should be considered. A solar powered 

model is an interesting option, as the battery powered models only work for 4-5 days before the 

battery requires changing. Clerk to obtain comparative quotes for the Committee's consideration, 

including the cost of brackets and post mountings.  

2. Highways Liaison Update 

A more systematic approach to recording the date items are reported to Highways would be helpful, 

so the Committee can monitor progress more quickly and easily. The Committee reviewed the list of 

notified repairs, potholes, gullies and rectification works and following items were discussed in 

detail:-  

  

B474 Hazlemere Rd/Church Road gullies – The gullies on Elm Road and Church Road have been 

cleaned, although as the machine wasn't working properly, the lower chambers have not been jetted-

out. This was reported to LATs and a second sweep was done. Cllrs Morley and Hardie expressed 

doubt, as a number of gullies remain blocked and some were also stuck.  A list of the stuck ones is 

kept by the LATs and these will be tackled.  It was agreed  that Cllrs would continue to monitor the 

gullies and notify any remaining blocked ones to the Clerk. 

 

Potters Cross. The Chambers at the pond remain untouched and LAT's will be reminded that these 

need cleaning out with the super sucker. 

 

No Gully Schedule has been provided by John Lowe. This was requested again at the Clerk's Liaison 

Meeting. 

 

3. Devolution 
 

CTR maintenance have been forced to back out of the Spraying contract, owing to ill-health which 

has prevented completion of the required Spray Training certificate. Amersham Town Council, who 

already have the necessary qualifications, have agreed to take on the work for 2016/17 at a cost of 

£1,128pa. Maps, including the distances and areas to be sprayed have been provided and work is 

expected to start in April.    

4. Parking issues 



Parking on the Hill at W/Hill. The PCSO's are involved to deter bad parking. White lines and posts 

may provide a further deterrent, and advice will be sort from the County's parking adviser about 

installation. 

Securon. The site's owner has put forward a proposal for overnight park at the site's entrance, to 

alleviate parking problems on The Hill. Further investigation of who owns the verge is required by the 

owner, before discussion with the Council's Planning department. 

Drews Park. Building works are nearly complete and contractors are now parking on site.  

B&M Care Home. It was agreed to monitor the impact of the opening of the new care home on 

parking along the Forty Green Road. 

5.  Road marking 

The Funnel. This was swept but the defective paint was quickly obscured again by leaves and debris. 

Clerk to discus next steps with Cllr K. Dicker. 

6. LAF Update and Attendance 

A bid will need to be made for funds for the Saucy Corner Project for 2017/18 financial year. 

LAF activities are being reviewed to improve operational effectiveness. It was agreed that attendance 

at LAF meeting is vital to understand changing LAF priorities, also to secure funding for relevant 

projects. Cllrs D. Lander and G.Westmacott to advise if they are unable to attend the next LAF 

meeting on 25 May 2016, 6.30pm. 

7. Lighting Report 

We have approximately 150 street lights many of which will need to be replaced at a cost of over 

£50,000 so it is important to keep building up capital. The Committee agreed that older model's lamp 

heads should be replaced with LED's if they fail. As regards replacing further units, repayment of the 

Salix loan will free up capital. The first instalment on the Salix interest-free loan was paid in Sep 15 

and repayments are due over 4 year at £1,406, due in March and September each year. Putting stickers 

on the lamp posts to encourage observant residents to report faults to PPC is a good idea and will be 

investigated. 

8. Highways Committee Chairman 

Cllr Morley agreed to stand again as Chairman and this was unanimously agreed. 

9. AOB 

W/Hill Drainage Works. Cllr M Newth-West agreed to review the operation of the new drainage ditch 

which has been installed by Highways on the Common. Concern was expressed about the planning 

and effectiveness. Highways intend to carry out further works to carry excess water away, to prevent 

water accumulating on the Allotment path. Former Cllr M. Bayley helpfully put forward alternative 

solutions which would have the desired effect, which could also be considered, if problems persist.     

Next meeting date –  15 June 2016, 11.00am at the Parish Office, Penn Church Hall. 

 


