
  

NOTES OF THE HIGHWAYS LIAISON & HIGHWAYS COMMITTEE 

MEETING HELD AT THE PARISH OFFICE ON 8 DECEMBER 2021 
 
Present:      M.Morley, S Barrett, Mrs D.Marsden, M.Raven (LAT), J Thackeray (LAT) 

Apologies: G.Westmacott 

Visitors:    M.Tarry, T.Nutt, Clare? 
Clerk:         Nicole Webster 

 

1. The Chair welcomed the visitors to the meeting and it was agreed the Committee would take this 

item first:- 

 

Tree planting, Knotty Green -  A detailed specification for the tree planting was circulated and it was 

agreed to recommend the scheme for approval by Full Council, on the basis local residents will 

support the new trees with a watering scheme in years 1 and 2. Specimen trees will cost £230-£240 

planted and funds will come from Locals, PPC (£1,000) and the Community Board.  Surplus funds 

will be held back against potential future damage or disease to the plants. The Committee was grateful 

to Steve Broadbent. Buckinghamshire Council has agreed to the tree planting scheme in the verge as a 

pilot, and key condition is PPC will take responsibility for the future tree care/maintenance; this is a 

standard requirement for such schemes. Beaconsfield Town Council is responsible for the trees at the 

top end of Sandelswood End. Care needs to be taken to plant the right type of trees, with conical root 

systems and both the proposed Cherry, 'Sunset Boulevard' and Hawthorns meet the criteria and are 

recommended. Tree guards and stakes will remain in place until the trees mature. The Clerk was 

asked to confirm to the LAT's if the Contractor, Pete Whipp of Ridgeway Woodlands,  has the 

required New Roads and Street Works Accreditation, now a legal requirements.  A copy of his photo 

ID and PLI insurance certificate to be supplied. Clerk  The Community Group has written a tree 

planting guide and they would like to share their Guide with the Buckinghamshire Council officers, 

and this was agreed to be a sensible suggestion, to help other groups. Clerk 

 

2. The Minutes of the last meeting were agreed and all matter arising appeared in reports. 

 

3. The list recent Highways reports was reviewed:- 

 

Penn 

Witheridge Lane  - there have been numerous complaints about the B474, surface near The Crown.  

Repairs planned for October were cancelled, owing to a combination of poor weather and 

programming over-runs. Rejuvophalt is the proposed treatment, which is suitable for minor residential 

roads with light traffic, according to the supplier, not a description of the B474.  It is a treatment 

halfway between surface dressing and a full heated rolled asphalt.  Failed road surface signs are up at 

the worst sections but there remains a substantial risk, especially to cyclists. M.Morley has queried the 

technical specification with TfB, but so far had not received a response to his questions.  The main 

issue is, is Rejuvophalt appropriate for the volume of traffic on the B474. Simon Catton, Design 

Manager,TfB maintains it is (based on advice from the same supplier) but so far TfB has been unable 

to provide the technical specification we've asked for. The LAT's advice is to get a date for the 

Rejunophalt work, as any work is under warranty, so if it fails we can go back to the supplier.  And 

there is no money left in the patch and plane budget for this year; even though this is less weather 

dependent and would be a longer lasting alternative. Committee recommended based on TfB's advice 

Rejuvophalt is likely to be the best short-term solution, noting a different form of dressing/repair may 

delay the repair for longer; though we would accept patch and plane repairs if it were on offer. 

M.Morley noted, as the B474 runs from Hazlemere to Beaconsfield, it would makes sense to treat it as 

a single asset.  LAT's said it is all the same road hierarchy, and these are published on the TfB parish 

portal. Clerk  J.Waters cannot bid for strategic routes like this to be re-surfaced, money comes from 

the capital budget.  

As regards general repairs - LAT's reported a meeting had taken place between the LATs and the 

Unitary Council about the four year programme.  LATs need to reduce the volume of complaints. 

Roads are included on the strategic programme based on what needs doing at the time, it is not pre-

planned eg. if a road is treated and the surface life is 2 years, it will not be re-programmed for re-

treatment in 2 years time, but only when it fails. S.Barrett asked why certain treatments are chosen? 

LAT's take core samples, Ledborough Lane is a good example, where 60+ samples were taken to 

determine what was required.   

 



Penn 

Paul's Hill/Gatemoor Lane/Bryant's Bottom - has been jet-patched this year. 

Noaks Lane - has been done, and Crown Lane. 

 

Knotty Green 

Clay Street - is due for patch and planning in early 2022 Clerk 

Woodlands Glade - the road surface is breaking up but it doesn't meet TfB's criteria for repair and will 

be monitored. 

 

Penn Street 

New Road - the defects outside the exit from Red House persist and will be re-reported. Clerk 

 

W/Hill 

The Common - the Common edge would benefit from granite set edging. Clerk 

Pippins, The Common - recent building works have widened the track across the Common and at the 

junction they have destroyed the edge of the Common. The home owner has re-instated it but the 

entrance is far wider than it used to be.  Clerk 

Drainage Ditch, W/Hill Common - on the capital maintenance program but is unlikely to happen this 

year.  It is pending addition to 2018/19 schemes. LATs have prepared the paperwork and will check 

where it is in then system. LATs  

 

4. Footways repairs 

The programme is very behind schedule:-  

 

66/68 Hazlemere Road, the pavement is in poor condition and has been reported. Clerk 

Church Road, Penn  - is on the 4 year programme for repair and is quite high on the priority list. But 

the segment close to Slades garage is in very poor repair and needs attention.  M.Raven explained that 

if extensive patches were applied then a footway would slip down the priority list for repair. A hole in 

the pavement close to Holy Trinity Church, Penn has been temporarily but the repair is already 

failing. LAT's noted there had been few complaints about it on fixmystreet.com Clerk 

Seeleys Road - the Beaconsfield end is being repaired, owing to complaints Mynchen Estate footways 

are worse and a greater concern, hence a higher priority. The footways need to be surveyed. Clerk 

PEN56/2 -  RoW have contacted the homeowner and this has been resolved. 

    

Footway repairs - residents should report footway defects online in the same way as road defects and 

local residents are encouraged to use the online reporting system, www.fixmystreet.com.  

 

5. Gullies  

Buckinghamshire Council has promised all A (and B roads?) should be cleared annually. But there is 

still no adequate schedule. Gullies which flood are prioritised. In practice it is impossible to determine 

whether they are being actioned. Reports on www.fixmystreet.com produce an email saying all gullies 

are on the annual clearing programme, which is not very helpful if they are causing flooding. Adding 

photo's produces a faster response, the LAT's advise. 

Across the Ward 70 per cent of all gullies have been cleared, say the LATs, but problems ones, eg 

stuck ironwork or tree roots, go onto different programmes, so the overall clearance rate is unclear 

and less than advertised in our view. The B474 generates the most reports. 

 

Potters Cross  - the oil trap and silt chamber need to be cleared by the Supersucker and this has been 

programmed for early 2022.  M.Morley noted it needs doing annually and this was agreed. 

Potters Cross - the kerb weir close to the pond, which has dropped is blocked by silt, an order has 

been raised in the system.   

M.Morley has raised with CWPC the need to clear the track by the Pumping Station; including 

digging from behind the bump, to prevent silt running down and blocking the drains on Common 

Wood Lane. 

Common Wood Lane - drainage channels, or grips, could be cut into the banks to take surface water 

away into the fields and this seems a good idea. The drop gully half way down has been ordered, and 

is also full of silt. LATs to chase. 

 

A list of other blocked gullies was then reviewed:- 

Hazlemere Road - this has not been done since Feb 2021, and is due for clearing shortly. 

Beacon Hill - the road is still flooding during heavy rain and pictures have been sent to the LATs, for 

the Capital Drainage team to investigate. The Clerk confirmed there is no outlet from Wash Pond into 



Rayners and volunteer pond working parties are limited to removing excess vegetation. Mr I Atherton 

has been advised. 

Gullies on Hazlemere Road and Elm Road were cleared, but some could not be opened because they 

are stuck.  We would like a timescales for doing the rest and clearing the stuck ironwork from 

remaining gullies. ClerkLATs 

Penn Bottom - The two gullies on the left just after the junction with Common Wood Lane, heading to 

New Road have been reported. Clerk 

Forty Green Road -the hill towards Brindle Lane, has no formal drainage and the banks need cutting 

out with grip. An order has been placed. LATs 

68 Seeleys Road - the gully/stump which is causing flooding onto the property is on the reactive 

programme but the LATs are unable to say when it will be done. Clerk to re-report this. 

Holtspur Lane - a gully adjacent to a property (number 40?) has been blocked by a concrete post, the 

super sucker has taken tree roots out but the owners will need to remove the fence post. LATs 

Penn Road - close to Churchill Drive water is coursing across the road, and this is likely to be an 

underground spring, LATs report. Gritters will spread extra salt in difficult conditions. 

 

Local residents are encouraged to report any other blocked gullies and rusted manhole covers to the 

Clerk or online at www.fixmystreet.com. The LATs noted including a photograph of the problem, 

with a view, to help them identify its location, makes for quicker resolution. Clerk 

 

6. Speed limit reduction on Penn Road 
Beaconsfield are leading this, and J. Waters  has taken the proposal to the Community Board, to 

assess introducing a 30 mph zone from the junction with Clay Street to the boundary; although from 

the Forty Green Road, to Clay Street there is no street lighting which maybe an issue.  Committee 

recommended supporting a traffic speed assessment, to collect evidence, provided the assessment 

takes place within term time and is conducted by TfB. TfB will accept funding from a private 

individual, and rely on their data, but will not accept data collected from private company surveys 

(which may not meet their criteria).  In the meantime the LATs agreed the MVAS could be deployed 

to collect data informally.  M.Morley suggested several MVAS locations and a site meeting with our 

contractor will be needed to determine which sign to add the MVAS to, and the LATs's will need to 

shown and agree its location on a map.  Clerk The Clerk was asked to re-circulate the email from 

J.Pateman about changing a speed limit. The experience is the 30mph limits eg on Hazlemere Road 

has had little impact on traffic speeds and our LAT's say TROs change behaviors by just 1-2mph. 

Clerk 

TfB, Traffic Calming Booklet - Clerk to circulate this 

 

7. Request for 20mph zones 

Buckinghamshire Council has approved the creation of 20mph zones, and suitable sites will be 

discussed at January's Full Parish Council. 

 

8. MVAS Data 

The last successful data downloaded and shared with Full Council was in summer 2019.The unit has 

been collected and will be deployed on Penn Road, in each direction for a week, once its location has 

been agreed. Clerk 

Ground Screw - M.Morley would like to install a new one on Penn Road, close to the Red Lion and 

costs should be obtained and money allocated in next year's Budget. Clerk 

 

9. Drop Kerb, Elm Road - the junction next to the Dolls House on Church Road is unsuitable, as 

there is no visibility to the left and no tactile paving. There is a drop kerb on the other side of Elm 

Road although this is a driveway, it is preferable as a site to cross.  A mobility scooter is a road 

vehicle noted M.Morley and it would be better to use the roadway, rather than an unsafe crossing.  

 

10. Verges/hedges needing a regular cutting schedule 

Forty Green Road -  the pavement is fairly narrow and the pavement needs to kept to a useable width 

from the Knotty Green Cricket Club round to the junction with Seeleys Road. But other hedges and 

roads also require surveying to ensure the Committee maintains the footways across the Parish and 

this has yet to be done. 

Church Road (bend near Woodbridge Alley) the hedge has been partly cut back but more needs taking 

off either side of Woodbridge Alley, where the hedge sits along the corner at Elm Road. Also the 

hedge opposite Troutwells needs flailing to a height of 2.5m Clerk  

 



The Clerk requested reports of any hedges which are overgrowing footways or highways, so she can 

write to the owners to get them cut back. Photographs are helpful. 

 

9. White Lines 

 

LATs have no control over the lining program other than placing the order.  

 

Elm Road /Hazlemere Road - the slow signs close to Potters Cross need re-instating. 

Penn Bottom - has been done 

Potters Cross - junction of Common Wood Lane and Hazlemere Road, has been done 

W/Hill, junction with The Common and Whielden Lane - has been done 

Witheridge Lane - lines and roundels are fading 

Hazlemere Road - 30mph roundels are preferred to more 30mph street furniture. 

 

Other areas should be reported to the Clerk. 

 

BCC policy (there is no legal legislation) is to refresh regulatory lines (where upright signs are in 

place) once the lines have faded by 50%. Any other lines, such as centre lines and edge lines, are 

refreshed once they have faded by 75% plus.  TfB do not at present have an inspection regime in 

place for lining so we should report. LAT's have little influence on what gets chosen. The crew waits 

for a group of orders in the same area.  

 

10. Signs and posts 

White posts, Elm Road - we can employ a contractor to put in white posts or to replace those at the 

corner of Rays Lane which have been damaged which are PPC's responsibility. The contractor should 

be qualified to work on the Highways. Clerk 

Holtspur Lane - LATs will check the legal orders to see if there is an 'Unsuitable for HGV's sign 

missing. Clerk 

Abandoned diversion signs - the Clerk was asked to report various abandoned signs and the 

demolished finger sign on the A404, to Penn Bottom. Clerk 

Common Wood Lane - various 40mph signs need cleaning, and the stop sign light isn't working, all 

have been reported. 

Obscured signs should be reported to the Clerk. 30mph signs can be cleaned under devolution 

arrangement preferably with an anti-bacterial agent.  

Signs obscured by vegetation should also be reported. 

 

12. Community Speed Watch (CSW) - two local community groups are interested but need training 

and registering on the Police's new system. Locations need to be agreed. It was agreed to trial a 

Sentinel camera and a hand held device, once the groups are up and running and the Clerk is in touch 

with Cllr D Johncock and his colleague J Sparks to borrow the camera. Signs need to be bought and 

installed. Clerk   

 

11. Damage to verges and kerbs - There is a Development Control Team which deals with damage 

resulting from a development of 3 or more houses.   Otherwise the LATs inspect and talk to the 

contractors.  We should report cases to TfB. 

 

12. Road areas needing a regular sweep by CDC   

Bucks Council have been asked to program a regular sweep of mud and leaves on the road around the 

gullies in the places listed below.  Other roads on the annual sweep are;- 

 

Fagnall Lane 

Marrods Bottom/Fagnall Lane junction 

Whielden Lane near the picnic area. 

The new roadside ‘painted’ footway in FG Road funnel  

Junction of Common Wood Lane and Penn Bottom.   

B474 - requires an annual sweep. 

 

Getting action on road seeping is a problem, emails from TfB say passed to contractor but nothing 

happens. J.Waters is aware of the problem. 

 

13. Pavement sweeping 

  



Some local footways are swept to remove leaves including:-  

Church Road  - footway outside Rayners 

Penn Road - footway outside the Red Lion, Knotty Green 

Penn Road - between Whichert Close and Knottocks Drive 

Elm Road - from Church Road to Potters Cross 

 

14. Street lights - 

 Lamp columns - two loose columns have been reported both will need repair. Clerk to get quotes. It 

was agreed other columns may need structural assessment.  M.Morley requested a copy of the street 

lights database and said he would get quotes to confirm the columns have not life expired. Clerk 

Cleaning  - our old street lights required cleaning every 2/3 years - it was agreed to take advice from 

CU Phosco on how regularly to clean the new LED models, which point downwards, so may require 

fewer cleans. The first tranche of LED lights were installed in 2014/15 and these will require cleaning 

first.  Clerk It was decided not to re-paint the columns but to keep this under review. 

Hogback Wood Road - number 6 column has been damaged following a water leak, and SSE have 

been contracted to repair it. The repair will be paid for by Affinity Water. 

 

15. Community Board Highways Schemes 

B474, junction with Forty Green Road - the traffic island has been renovated and this welcome news.  

B474, Pedestrian Crossing - a feasibility study will cost £6,686 and our Community Board grant 

application was successful which is very welcome (50 per cent match funding). LATs report it is only 

possible to put a pedestrian crossing in a 30 mph zone, so if the speed limit reduction is not approved 

we will need to look at a traffic light controlled crossing instead, which needs a substantial vision 

splay (of 300m) and will be more expensive.  

Whichert Close - a scheme to deter rail commuters daytime parking and feasibility study, has been 

approved by the Community Board and we are most grateful for their support. The initial consultation 

will cost around £3.5k. Several other problem roads, and the Wyngrave Place junction with Forty 

Green Road will be included. 

 

16. HGV Signs - several signs have been seen in Derbyshire, saying 'No Sat Nav', and examples 

would be useful. Clerk. A TRO is required to prevent HGV access, but in practice TRO's are 

expensive and have very little effect, as the Police don't enforce the rules.  For the time being 

installing  'Unsuitable for HGV' signs appears to be the only practical option, or width restrictions. 

But these can affect farm traffic, so need careful consideration. 

 

Highway Emergency number - 0845 230 2882 


