
  

NOTES OF THE HIGHWAYS MEETING HELD AT THE PARISH 

OFFICE ON 11 Sep 2019 
 
Present:      M.Morley, C.Hurst, G.Westmacott, D.Lander  

Apologies:  
Clerk:        Nicole Webster 

 

1. The Minutes of the last meeting were reviewed.  

 

2.  The Chair noted the surface dressing repairs which have been carried out in the Parish since the 

last meeting. Penn Road, Forty Green Road are much improved. Other roads on the priority list such 

as Holtspur Lane have been jet-patched. The white lines indicating the footway through the Funnel on 

the Forty Green Road will be replaced in the next 4-6 weeks. Considerable progress has been made 

repairing local roads noted the Chair and Penn residents have noticed. 

 

The list of road repairs was then reviewed:- 

 

Penn 

The Common - the edge of the Common, granite edging stones to prevent anti-social parking on the 

Common is a good idea. LATs noted one of their approved contractors who works in the road would 

be able to do this work. This will be the subject of a LAF bid. Clerk 

Common Wood Lane -  would be a good candidate for surface dressing. Requests should be made 

through Mrs I.Darby. Clerk 

New Road - would be a good candidate for surface dressing.  Clerk 

Penn Bottom  - from Penn Knoll to Common Wood Lane is in poor repair.  Clerk 

Penn Bottom - the deep hole at the road edge opposite the Old Barn has been reported. 

Fagnall Lane -  where it narrows is in poor repair and needs patch and planning. Clerk 

B474- the stretch from the Red Lion towards Saucy Corner has been micro-surfaced and white lined. 

Beacon Hill - has been jet-patched. A helpful local resident has rodded the drain hole into the pond 

but the gullies still require attention. LATs 

 

W/Hill 

 

The Common - the edge of the Common is breaking up, the pot holes are due to be repaired LATs. 

Drainage Ditch, W/Hill Common - on the capital maintenance program but is unlikely to happen this 

year.  It is pending addition to 2018/19 schemes. LATs have prepared the paperwork and will check 

where it is in then system. LATs 

 

Knotty Green 

Holtspur Lane -  although this has been jet-patched, the passing paces are poor and the whole road is 

deteriorating. Patch and plane repairs are required. This is a priority for repair and is on the Capital 

Maintenance programme for next year. Highways do not have a detailed map of the passing places 

which are unlikely to be kerbed when it is repaired.  

Mynchen Estate - has been micro-surfaced. 

 

Penn Street 

Chancellors -  is in urgent need to repair, the surface is breaking up into gravel. This should have been 

done when Penn Street was repaired but was missed. It is on the Parish's priority list. 

School Lane, Penn Street - the road edge close to the junction with the A404 is deteriorating and is 

being monitored by the LATs. 

 

The list of priority roads has been revised and will need to be agreed by Council. Clerk 

 

Road closures - C.Hurst noted he had complained about the schedule of road closures over the 

summer. He received a succession of letter from TfB. Summer closures for TfB road repairs are a 

good idea because the roads are quieter. But road closures need to be planned carefully. Closing 3 

significant roads into Penn at the same time, the B474, Hammersley Lane and Forty Green Road 

caused real problems for residents. Emergency works by utility companies exacerbated the problems 

and on occasions TfB's contact centre and local operative were not communicating. 'Road Closed' 

signs remain up after works had ceased and dates and the schedule moved owing to adverse weather 



conditions. Diversions were onto roads which were completely unsuitable, for example Paul's Hill. 

We requested it was moved and this was done quickly, only for the next diversion, a week or so later 

to be routed down the same single track road. TfB's Road Repairs schedule needs to be co-ordinated 

with the utility repair schedule to avoid unnecessary closures and the planning of diversions needs to 

be thought through. Road signs must be removed once works have ceased, there is no time sense 

carefully planning day-time only works if the signs are left in situ once the road re-opens. Clerk 

 

3. Footways repairs 

The programme is very behind schedule 

Church Road, Penn  - is on the 4 year programme for repair and is quite high on the priority list. 

Photographs of the worst sections are required for www.fixmystreet.com. Clerk 

Seeleys Road - footways need repairs but the Mynchen Estate footways are worse and a greater 

concern, hence a higher priority. LATs 

Orchard Lodge, Hazlemere Road - there is a metal grid which has a hole in it which requires 

replacing. This has been reported.Clerk 

Footway repairs - residents should report footway defects online in the same way as road defects and 

local residents are encouraged to use the online reporting system, www.fixmystreet.com.  

 

4. Gullies  

There are just 2 gully emptying machines for the whole County. Our machine is shared with WDC. 

All A and B roads should be cleared annually, but smaller roads are now on a 3 yearly cleaning cycle. 

But there is still no adequate schedule. Gullies which flood are prioritised.  

Council welcomed BCC's commitment to an annual clean of Potters Cross gullies. The lack of 

visibility of the Gully program continues to be a matter of concern to local Councilors and Cllr 

I.Darby is aware of the problem.  

 

A list of other blocked gullies was then reviewed:- 

Potters Cross Pond -  oil trap has been cleared and growth cut back. 

Potters Cross kerb weir and gullies - photographs and maps should be sent to the LATs of the 

blocked drains on Common Wood Lane as this is causing a water shortage in the pond at Potter Cross 

which is not filling. Clerk 

Beacon Hill - an order has been placed to clear all the gullies particularly those which drain into the 

pond. The pipes will be jetted through .LATs 

Penn Road close to Woodchester entrance - two gullies are blocked and there is a water leak. The 

system is running slowly but the leak is causing the verge to soften. The leak has been reported to 

Thames Water. Clerk 

62 Penn Road - draining issues are affecting the function of the electric gates it is alledged. LATs 

Draycott House, Penn Road - basement flooding problems were exacerbated by the builder not to 

remove a catch-pit when the properties were built LATs advised 

Local residents are encouraged to report any other blocked gullies and rusted manhole covers to the 

Clerk or online at www.fixmystreet.com. 

Forty Green Road - gullies need surveying. 

Penn Street - the manhole cover close to the Curzon School has not been repaired noted D.Lander, 

this needs re-reporting.  

 

It was noted the Highways Committee members need to assist the Clerk by surveying their patch and 

reporting a list of blocked gullies. This has not happened. Highways Councilors to be asked to survey 

their own areas and report blocked gullies to the Clerk. 

 

5. MVAS Data 

The MVAS unit has been repaired and the data will now down load. Clerk has instructed a contractor 

put it up in Penn Street. Mike Morley to download the data 

 

6. Anti-social parking on Elm Road 
The Clerk is in touch with LAF regarding the Parish's 2019-20 bid for funds but is waiting for final 

figures from S.Garwood. This application is now more than a year old and is in danger of being lost if 

no decision is made soon. No decision has been notified on funding. The Committee recommended 

reviewing the scheme once the LAF had reached a decision on our bid. The scheme can be combined 

with another LAF parking scheme proposed locally to reduce costs. Clerk  D.Lander noted the 

parking outside the Curzon School and along School Lane is an issue and the Clerk agreed to speak to 

the Local PCSO Gary Tugwell to ask if TVP can conduct a parking awareness day at Curzon School. 

A letter to problem parkers is another sensible suggestion.  Clerk There followed some discussion of 



the other problem parking areas and the effectiveness of double yellow lines. Broadly the view was 

lines by themselves are helpful, but enforcement is necessary to deal with persistent offenders. The 

Police are hard pressed for resources and responsibility for enforcement has been passed to the 

County Council. Dangerous parking is still a matter for the Police though. 

 

7. Verges/hedges needing a regular cutting schedule 

Church Road (bend near Woodbridge Alley) the hedge has been partly cut back but more needs taking 

off either side of Woodbridge Alley, where the hedge sits along the corner at Elm Road. Clerk  

Elm Road - vegetation is obscuring the 30 mph and School signs outside Penn School and this is a 

safety issue. Clerk has written to the EFA to request it be cut back. Clerk 

Forty Green Farm - boundary hedge needs to be reduced. Clerk to meet with G.Westmacott Clerk 

House on the corner of A404 and School Lane - boundary hedge needs to be reduced. Clerk 

 

8. White Lines 

 

LATs have no control over the lining program other than placing the order.  

 

Meadow Walk - junction with Hazlemere Road 

Other areas should be reported to the Clerk. 

 

BCC policy (there is no legal legislation) is to refresh regulatory lines (where upright signs are in 

place) once the lines have faded by 50%. Any other lines, such as centre lines and edge lines, are 

refreshed once they have faded by 75% plus.  TfB do not at present have an inspection regime in 

place for lining so we should report. LAT's have little influence on what gets chosen. The crew waits 

for a group of orders in the same area.  

 

 

9. Signs and posts 

 

Councilors were asked to report any signs with 'Buckinghamshire County Council' on them so these 

can be updated before April 2020, the date BCC ceases to exist. Clerk.  

Clerk to check Play Area signs Clerk 

 

Tfb will replace damaged or missing signs but new signs need Parish funding.  

 

Unsuitable  for HGV on Penn Bottom - these could be funded by the Parish Council, or be the subject 

of a LAF bid. Clerk 

50 mph Gravelly way - M.Morley noted the serious accident on Gravelly Way and that the sign was 

still missing. This has been reported a number of times. Clerk D.Lander noted the lack of street 

lighting at this dangerous junction was a cause for concern.  

White posts, Elm Road - we can employ a contractor to put in white posts or to replace those at the 

corner of Rays Lane which have been damaged which are PPC's responsibility. Ideally, the contractor 

should be qualified to work on the Highways. 

Signs outside Rayners - over hanging trees have been reported to the Education Funding Agency. 

Obscured signs should be reported to the Clerk. These can be cleaned under devolution arrangement 

preferably with an anti-bacterial agent. 30 mph sign,  - signs obscured by vegetation should be 

reported. 

 

10. Damage to verges and kerbs - There is a Development Control Team which deals with damage 

resulting from a development of 3 or more houses.   Otherwise the LATs inspect and talk to the 

contractors.  We should report cases to TfB. 

 

11. Road areas needing a regular sweep by CDC   

CDC have been asked to program a regular sweep of mud and leaves on the road around the gullies in 

the places listed below.   

 

Fagnall Lane 

Marrods Bottom/Fagnall Lane junction 

Whielden Lane near the picnic area. 

The new roadside ‘painted’ footway in FG Road funnel  

Junction of Common Wood Lane and Penn Bottom.   

B474 - requires an annual sweep. 



 

Local roads have not been swept for a considerable period despite repeated requests, which is makes 

gullies more likely to block. Clerk to chase CDC  

Local Road will need a regular sweep once the leaves start to fall. Clerk 

 

12. Pavement sweeping -  There is a distinction between wet leaves (Highways) and dry leaves 

(District Council), but Highways have not got the resources and CDC is a better bet.  

B474  - has been reported on numerous occasions both online and via email. Clerk to escalate this  to 

District Councilors if there is no action within a month. Clerk 

Problems should be reported to the Clerk. 

 

13. Sign Cleaning - PPC's local contractor has been tasked to clear roads signs on devolved roads, 

which are obscured by vegetation or unreadable.  

Penn Bottom - the road name sign and direction signs need clearing. Clerk 

Disraeli park - the signs need cleaning. Clerk 

Additional signs should be reported to the Clerk. 

 

14. Street lights -.Hogback Wood Road - Column 4 - has been installed. G.Westmacott agreed to 

confirm it was now working.  

 

Cleaning  - our old street lights required cleaning every 2/3 years - it was agreed to take advice from 

CU Phosco on how regularly to clean the new LED models, which point downwards, so may require 

fewer cleans. The first tranche of LED lights were installed in 2014/15 and these will require cleaning 

first.  Clerk It was decided not to re-paint the columns but to keep this under review. 

 

15. Changing Road speeds -  there is a page on the BCC website which explains how to apply to 

change a road's speed. Reducing the Penn Road to 30mph may be popular with certain residents 

commented M.Morley but it would require street lighting which would be expensive and may not find 

local support.  

 

16. Trees along the Highways - this requires a Cultivation License from BCC, if the trees are to be 

planted on Highways verge. Stat Plans for each location can be obtained from BCC at a cost of £90 

per site, though some private companies offer the same service and may do a whole area for less, eg 

Clive's Drives. It is a good idea to follow BCC guideline on planting. Clerk 

 

Highway Emergency number - 0845 230 2882  


