
MINUTES OF THE HIGHWAYS MEETING HELD ON 14 SEPTEMBER 2016 

 

Present:      Cllrs  M.A Morley (Chairman), , M Newth-West, A. Hardie. 

Apologies:  Cllrs, D.Lander, G.Westmacott 

Clerk:        N.F. Johnson 

 

1. Minutes 

The minutes of the Committee meeting on 15 June were unanimously approved and signed.  

2. Mobile Vehicle Activated Systems (MVAS) 

 The MVAS unit is presently in Eghams Wood Road but the battery may need changing. Each charge 

lasts a week. The unit is placed in a single location for 4 weeks, 2 weeks facing in one direction and 

then rotated. Cllrs discussed whether to invest in a second, solar powered, easy to use model, as it is 

difficult to extract vehicle data from the current units which is 4-5 years old. MVAS technology has 

moved on.  Clerk to get a quotes for a new MVAS unit for 2017.       

2. Highways Liaison Update 

A number of items were then discussed in detail:- 

 

Repairs  
Saucy Corner - the blocked gully has been cleared and the grass triangle has been re-turfed, including 

new kerb stones. 

  

Penn Street footway is on the four year repair programme. 

 

B474, from Red Lion up to Alfriston. This is not on the 2016 programme, as it was not put forward as 

a preferred scheme by Cllr D. Scholfield. It was agreed to renew our approach to D.Schofield, but to 

copy I. Darby in view of the former's retirement in April 2017. A list of priority roads offers best 

chance of repair, given the CC's limited resources. 

 

Woodlands Drive - this will be put forward again for Cllr D.Schofield's 2017 programme. The whole 

road doesn't need doing, just a stretch of 30-40m, at the end closest to Eghams Wood Road. Cllr 

A.Hardie offered to draw out the extent of the patch.  

 

Lower Eghams Wood Road, TFB to confirm whether the reported problem with the kerb sticking out 

has been addressed. LATs  

 

Chancelleors, Penn Street - 2 pot holes have been repaired and a further one is on the list to be done. 

The whole road surface is breaking up and needs resurfacing. Cllr D.Lander to advise. 

   

Forty Green Road  - 3 pot holes have been filled following a complaint by Mrs T Morris, whose car 

tyre was damaged. 

 

Grass triangle on Elm Road - this needs re-kerbing as the granite sets along the Elm Road/Church 

Road kerb have failed. Cllr M.Morley to press to CWPC for action.  

 

 Gullies 

 

According to the LATs' all A and B roads are on a yearly programme, all other road are now cleared 3 

yearly. Cllrs noted with disappointment, six months into the year, there is still no sign of TfB's Gullies 

programme for 2016, which is now expected to be released at the 27 September LAF meeting. 

 

Some scepticism was expressed as a number of gullies on the B474 Hazlemere Rd/Church Road 

gullies – and others on on Elm Road and Church Road remain blocked and some are also stuck. LATs 

 

B474 near Disraeli Park - LAT's reported they had recently spent 3 days clearing tree roots from 

gullies and chambers on the stretch of the B474. Many gullies up to the Forty Green Road, however 

remain blocked. Time taken to clear them demonstrates they have not been cleared regularly. 

 

The Crown,Witheridge Lane - this gully has now been cleared, but two gullies toward Beaconsfield 

remain blocked, with grass growing in one. LATs 



 

Potters Cross. This is on the programme to be cleared in November. The Chambers at the pond need 

cleaning out with the super sucker. LATs 

 

Wheilden Lane - Surface dressing repairs failed within a few months. This has been passed to the 

capital maintenance programme for investigation. 

 

Common Wood Lane - has been jet-patched and the repairs are holding up well. The 30m before 

junction at Potters Cross now needs attention, as this was not included. LATs 

 

A404/Penn Street - the bell mouth is deteriorating, this should be included on the list of suggestions 

for D.Schofield, for 2017. Cllr D.Lander to check and advise.  

  

3. Devolution 

 

We have submitted our 2015/16 Devolution report. Overall we under spent by £114 for 2015/16. 

Total expenditure was £4,954, split as follows Grass-cutting £1288, Siding-out £1890, Rights of way 

£323, Hedge/flail £325, Weeding £1128. Cllr A.Hardie suggested that we ask Cllr I.Darby if she 

would like a copy of the Parish's Devolution Report. Clerk.  

4. Parking issues 

Coppice Farm Road - Cllr M.Morley reported on his enquiry into parking problems close to the 

junction of Hazlemere Road/Coppice Farm Road. Monitran employees don't park on the road. Two 

cars are parked there by Penn Motors during the day, however the cottage on the end has 5 vehicles, 

including a large van, which are all parked on Coppice Farm Road. As a result, a concerned resident 

has highlighted that the road is a candidate for double yellow lines. Cllrs agreed there was some 

confusion about who is responsible for policing double yellow lines. It was agreed that schemes were 

most effective where they are enforced. An example was given of the yellow lines on School Road, 

where anti-social parking is still a problem, as parking restrictions are not enforced. If we install 

yellow lines, this could push the problem down the road or onto Hazlemere Road. It was agreed to 

look at obtaining at TRO, including the availability of LAF funding for the 2016. Also whether one 

TRO can include multiple locations. Clerk 

Highways have issued a Parking Control Handbook, which will be circulated, this contain other 

suggestions. Clerk 

5.  Lorries turning into Pond Close 

Pond Close - lorries are turning into Pond Close. A number of solutions were discussed to prevent this 

problem. It was it was agreed to write to the owners of Securon to see if they would be willing to pay 

for installation of 'No access for HGV' signs. Alternatively lorries could be routed along the Common 

which is a safer route. Clerk.  

6. LAF Update 

We have submitted two small schemes and one larger scheme for 2017, as follows:- 

Church Road path - £5,000 (of which £2,500 must come from the Parish under the match funding for 

Highways schemes), £1,500 for Holtspur Lane passing places (match funding required) and £500 for 

the gate access to Knotty Green Allotments (match funding required). 

7. Lighting Report 

Wheilden Lane - CU Phosco have been asked to repair a defective LED unit outside No 3 Cowley 

Cottages again, as their first attempt failed. The unit is still within its warranty period of three years. 

Clerk. 

Putting stickers on the lamp posts to encourage observant residents to report faults to PPC would be 

time consuming and is not essential. In practice the current street light database and identification of 

units via GPS works well. 

8. Hedge cutting 

 

Common Wood Lane, Church Road - Penn Estates tractor was requested to cut the hedges along the 

highways. The '40' signs are disappearing into Witheridge Wood, and this would benefit from cutting 

back as well. Clerk 

9. AOB 



Eghams Wood Road - the surface is coming away from the concrete under base, Mr C Hurst has 

reported the break-up of the road surface to TfB, including speaking to Cllr M Shaw, who has not 

responded to his concerns. Cllrs felt it was unlikely residents would be willing to fund repairs as had 

been suggested, though expressed sympathy at his frustration over the quality and longevity of 

pothole repairs.    

W/Hill Drainage Works. The new drainage ditch which has been installed by Highways on the 

Common is still causing flooding onto the allotments. This has been referred by the LAT's to the TfB 

2017 Capital Drainage Programme. 

Forty Green Road, beyond junction with Eghams Wood Road - will be closed to traffic on 15.11.2016 

as BT are working in the road.  

Next meeting date –  14 December 2016, 11.00am at the Parish Office, Penn Church Hall. 

 


