
MINUTES OF THE HIGHWAYS MEETING HELD ON 20 SEPTEMBER 2017 

 

Present:      Cllrs  M.A Morley (Chairman), C.Hurst, D.Lander 

Apologies:   M Newth-West, G.Westmacott 

Visitor:        Mrs N.Upton 

Clerk:        N.F. Johnson 

 

1. Minutes 

The Clerk reported one query concerning the Minutes of 1 March 2017 regarding anti-social parking 

on Elm Road. The Committee acknowledged the query from Mr T Hurst, President of P&TGFC and 

accepted his comment. Anti-social parking is a wider issue and it was impossible to state with 

certainty who is parking on the Common, so it was agreed that the previous minutes should be 

amended as follows:- 

Elm Road also suffers from anti-social parking. Access protection markings seem to be an effective 

solution in this location. A number of people are parking on the Common on Saturday and Sunday 

morning it was noted. 

The Minutes of the previous meeting were duly signed and accepted with this correction. 

2 Community Speed watch versus MVAS 

The Committee's warmly welcomed Sgt Nick Upton, Thames Valley Police, to its meeting and 

received a report on the benefits of CSW versus the MVAS systems which was discussed at some 

length. MVAS record data but getting other agencies to act on speeding data or traffic volume data is 

practically difficult. The system is really therefore a flashing speed sign, which is a speeding 

deterrent, which can be moved around the Parish. CSW – requires groups of local volunteers to 

operate, but records date, time and speed. Culprits are sent a warning letter by TVP after 3 reports, so 

it has a stronger education/advisory effect.   CSW is most effective if used for 1 hour a week, at least 

every week. Once purchased CSW units can be shared, so it may be possible to borrow a unit from 

another parish, if there is sufficient local interest.  In terms of cost there is little to choose between the 

MVAS and CSW units, as both cost nearly £2,200.  

Some reservations were expressed about Councillors participating in CSW initiatives but it was 

agreed that certain villages who are interested in CSW could borrow one from a neighbouring Parish. 

Considering the problems across the Parish a new MVAS unit is more flexible and can be moved.  If 

the current unit is to be replaced, it would be useful to know which MVAS units are desirable and a 

copy of TfB’s MVAS Policy should be obtained. Sgt N.Upton noted it was vital that the output data 

was in a useable format, this can be done by properly setting parameters to include the most relevant 

material eg after 7.00am-7.00pm. Clerk.   

3. Highways Liaison Update 

A number of items were then discussed in detail:- 

 

LATs should be approached for pot hole repairs, patch and plane works, micro-surfacing or jet-

patching but can no longer deliver road re-surfacing.  Resurfacing roads should be promoted to the 

County Councillor for inclusion on their priority list, and are then agreed by the Capital Team.  

Factors the LATs consider when determining which roads to resurface include the number of public 

reports/complaints, a deflector graph analysis, the surface grip and the number of accidents (as logged 

by TVP).  Residents who want action on particular roads should therefore write and complain to TfB 

en masse. The more items are reported the more likely TfB is to repair defects. Local residents should 

therefore be encouraged to report all defects, as should local Parish Councillors.  

Cllr C.Hurst noted pot hole repairs are not ‘hot-sealed’ as operatives lack necessary training and 

equipment, as a result repairs often fail quickly. Generally though, Cllrs noted that more repairs were 

being carried out across the Parish and this was being done more swiftly. 

The Forty Green Road needs levelling off and this has been reported, also a few potholes have been 

repaired here.  

Elm Road/Church Road –  the kerb which has broken off near the grass triangle has been reported, 

this is out of Parish but has been reported by the Clerk to Rob Sumner the responsible LAT.  Because 



it lies within the Conservation Area, appropriate kerb edgings (granite sets) need to be fitted, 

consistent with the setting. LATs to obtain a date for works. 

B474 from Alfriston to the Red Lion -  is not on the 2017/18 programme for repair, as we were led to 

believe. This is very disappointing as it priority 1 (P1) item for repair and was notified to Cllr 

D.Schofield and new Cllr Isobel Darby. The B474 is a strategic route and there has been one fatality 

at the corner near Woodchester. The centre joint of the road has opened-up this is a danger especially 

to cyclists who go to the Station. It remains on the four-year program. The road edge is deteriorating. 

Penn Street -. 

Penn Street – junction with the A404. This has been patched and planed.  The footway still requires 

resurfacing near The Squirrel. This is on the four-year program 

New Road – a number of the large pot holes have been repairs but others which fail the criteria have 

not. LATs to monitor. 

Woodlands Drive and Mynchen Drive, Knotty Green - badly need attention and both are on the jet-

patching program and 4 year program.  These have been highlighted to Cllr I Darby as (P2). 

Chancellors, Penn Street - the road surface is breaking up into gravel, so the whole surface needs 

replacing. This has been flagged with Isobel Darby.P2 but is unlikely to receive attention in 2017/18. 

Holtspur Lane - LAT's report a works order to repair with a jet-patcher had been carried out, but the 

operative mis-read the instructions, as a result the passing places which should have been repaired 

weren’t. A sign indicating this is a single track road would be helpful, noted Cllr C.Hurst. Clerk has 

requested costs. 

Horsemoor Lane – has been partially repaired but the remainder needs doing. The jet-patcher will 

come to TfB under contract from April 2017 - there is one machine for the whole of the County.  Jet-

patching is weather dependent, fine dry weather is required for it to operate. 

Noaks Lane and Crown Lane – have both been jet-patched.  

Eghams Wood Road - a resident, has reported the road surface is deteriorating. BCC (TfB) have 

looked. The concrete surface is moving but this is not considered a priority for repair.  

Penn Bottom - a pot hole reported a few weeks ago, at the junction with New Road but is not a priority 

for TfB.  Another further along and the road edgeway heading to Beaconsfield need to be monitored. 

LATs to investigate. 

Mynchen Estate, Knotty Green - this is on the jet-patching program for 2017/18. It was on the 2016/17 

program but got missed. The road is suitable for jet-patching as it is wide and there are few parked 

cars. LATs report better results, when roads which are proximate are tackled at once. LATs 

Seeley Drive - reports of numerous pot holes. LAT's to consider whether it can be jet-patched or if the 

potholes should be filled. LATs will inspect. 

 

 

 Gullies 

 

It was agreed to write to Cllr I.Darby to request a copy of the 2017/18 Gully program.  Clerk 

Saucy Corner to Penn– a number of gullies along Witheridge Lane are stuck and need clearing. 

Disraeli Park - partially complete.  The gully emptying machine is due back on site to finish the road. 

LATs The island opposite Forty Green Road is dirty and does not light up, Cllr M.Morley has 

reported this to the Street Lighting team.  

B474 -  higher up, above Forty Green, gullies have yet to be cleared by the Super Sucker.  Reactive 

gully orders can be raised by the LAT's where there are specific flooding issues.  

Potters Cross Pond -  There is an annual order in place for the super-sucker to clean the two 

chambers.   M.Raven to advise when it will be cleared LATs. We need to cut back growth over the 

grille to ensure it is clear before the Super-sucker attends. Clerk  



Potters Cross kerb weir - needs to be raised - this is not a priority. 

. 

Church Road - has been cleared but 2 gullies still have standing water after heavy rain. the chamber 

behind maybe blocked. LATs 

Weed Spraying 

It was noted that Contractor T.Barron was qualified to undertake spraying and had been contracted at 

the end of March, but that spraying had not taken place in some roads until the end of June. By then 

the weeds in some areas were 1-2ft in height. It was agreed that a shorter deadline needed to be set for 

spraying for next year, also that it was preferable if all the roads were treated over 1-2 days.  It was 

agreed that where weeds were unsightly these should be strimmed back. Clerk  

5. Devolution 

 

Of our budget of £4,478 we have spent £4305, so £173 is underspent. A devolution spend report will 

be circulated. The budget for 2017/18 is unchanged. It was noted that there was a commitment to 

purchase weed killer which was not included in the 2016/18 budget, which should be added, this will 

reduce the underspend. Clerk 

 

6. Hedge cutting on Elm Road at Garden plot/Woodbridge Alley 

 

The width of the hedge needs reducing to allow cars to pass freely on Elm Road. Because it is so close 

to the road it is forcing traffic into the road which is damaging the island at the junction of School 

Road/Elm Road. Clerk to write to Mr F.Quinn. 

7. Parking issues 

Outside the Surgery on Elm Road - Anti-social parking at the junction of the Surgery with Elm Road 

is causing difficulties for traffic exiting the Surgery car park. It was recommended to write to the 

Surgery. Access protection markings are worth considering, which would protect junction. It was 

noted that in the original planning application 7 spaces were allocated in the Village Hall Car park for 

Surgery staff who should be encouraged to park here. The Surgery space were for use by customers, 

not staff or providers of ancillary services. Clerk to write to the new practice manager. 

Coppice Farm Road – there has been no progress on this matter. Clerk to enquire if this is still 

considered an issue. 

Elm Road and The Common - 'No Parking' signs can be installed but these should be positioned so as 

not to impede mowing by CWPC. Clerk Cllr M.Morley noted residents who are concerned can apply 

to BCC, Transport for Bucks, to install access protection markings to protect their drives at a cost of 

£90. 

Penn Street, parking 

The Manager, Sam Buckle has been in contact with the tenants as parking at the rear is often vacant 

because it is allocated to workers who are not there that day. Little improvement is apparent. Cllr 

D.Lander has been active in seeking a solution to the problem. It was agreed to wait for a response 

from S.Buckle to Cllr D.Lander's email.  

8. Road Signs 

A 40mph sign on Common Wood Lane has been cut down, or hit and has been reported. A number of 

road signs on New Road and Penn Bottom are at odd angles and have been reported.  Three 30 mph 

signs at W/Hill on the Common have been vandalised, replacements will need to be installed by TfB, 

these are on order. LATs 

New road name signs have been installed on Common Wood Lane. Any road names which are uneven 

should be reported to BCC. Clerk 

9. LAF Schemes 

Examples of schemes which LAF have funded have been circulated. The deadline for submitting 

Highways Schemes is the end July 2017.  Cllrs agreed to submit their suggestions. Clerk 

A decision on funding of the Knotty Green footway lights is expected by the 18 July 2017. Cllrs 

agreed to scout which footway lights in their area are not functioning and to report back their location 



- road and number. Clerk to circulate the footway light database. Hutchings Road, Mynchen Road and 

Howe Drive are all due to be replaced, so need not be included. 

10. AOB 

Renewal quote for street light maintenance contract-costs have increased by a modest amount over 

2016/17. It was recommended to continue the contract with SSE but to ensure that credit is given 

when 40 street new LED lights are installed, as this will reduce the number of lights to be maintained 

by nearly a third. Clerk 

Water leak Elm Road – this has been reported to Affinity for Business but a traffic regulation and 

traffic management is required before work can start. Work is expected to start on 3 July. 

Safety mirror, Holtspur Lane junction with Forty Green Road – it was agreed this was a good idea. 

Clerk to get costs from TfB. Clerk 

Dip on Forty Green Road just before right turn into Royal Standard – road surface appears to have 

subsided causing a dip, so needs reporting to TfB. Clerk 

Fly-tipping – a local resident Neil Cadman has been in touch regarding fly-tipping near Hertfordshire 

House. Some of the roads discussed were out of the parish and some of the deposits are on private 

land. Local recycling facilities will not accept fly-tipping. They are only appropriate for sorted waste. 

CDC may refuse to collect unsorted recycling material and CDC can only remove fly-tipping from 

public land/verge. Tipping on private land is the responsibility of the land owner. Clerk 

Next meeting date –  1 November 2017, 11.00am at the Parish Office, Penn Church Hall. 

 


