
  

NOTES OF THE HIGHWAYS COMMITTEE MEETING HELD AT THE 

PARISH OFFICE ON 30 JUNE 2021 
 
Present:      M.Morley, G.Westmacott, D.Lander, Mrs D.Marsden 

Apologies: M.Raven (TfB) 

Visitors:    M.Tarry, T.Nutt, E Steward, R.Jenner, A Hastings, A.Chapman 
Clerk:         Nicole Webster 

 

1. The Chair welcomed the visitors to the meeting and it was agreed the Committee would take this 

item first:- 

 

Tree planting, Knotty Green -  M.Tarry presented the proposal, and a paper was circulated and 

discussed in detail. A community group from Knotty Green, wishes to plant native trees on Howe 

Drive and Sandleswood End.  Local residents support the initiative and are willing to fund about two 

thirds of the cost.  An estimated 110 trees are needed for the two roads at a cost of about £180-£230 

per tree, depending on the size. The group is taking advice from the Unitary Council's officers, tree 

specialists and local residents who did a similar exercise.   A cultivation license is needed plus stat 

plans for the roads. The group is looking for support in principle for the plan from PPC.  Councillors 

recommended support for the tree planting, and also recommended the parish fund up to 4 trees, two 

for each road, up to a maximum cost of £1,000.   

 

The group was asked to bring back a detailed proposal for final approval, when more work has been 

done, to include costings, planting and a management plans. Each tree cost includes two stakes and 

planting.  As well as the plan for crowd funding, the group intends to apply for a Community Board 

grant. A.Chapman, Community Board Officer, confirmed the application would qualify for 

consideration.  The Clerk noted if the group wished PPC to purchase the trees, she would have to go 

through a tender which would take 4+ weeks. 

 

2. The Minutes of the last meeting were agreed and all matter arising appeared in reports. 

 

3. The list recent Highways reports was reviewed:- 

 

Penn 

Witheridge Lane  - is now top of the list of priorities for repair, and is due for patch and plane repair 

by September. 

Paul's Hill/Gatemoor Lane/Bryant's Bottom - work has been done to scrape off excess material to the 

centre and to fill pot holes. It is due for jet-patching this year. 

Noaks Lane - many of the potholes are very bad and the LATs agreed to find out when the road will 

be repaired. 

 

Knotty Green 

Clay Street - has numerous potholes along its edge and has been reported. A few have been filled but 

many remain, it is not clear what the criteria for intervention is and G.Westmacott said this road 

needed surveying. Clerk 

 

Penn Street 

New Road - the defects outside the exit from Red House persist and will be re-reported. Clerk 

 

W/Hill 

The Common - the edge of the Common is breaking up, and some pot holes have been repaired but 

more remain. The Common edge would benefit from granite set edging. Clerk 

Pippins, The Common - recent building works have widened the track across the Common and at the 

junction they have destroyed the edge of the Common. The home owner has re-instated it but the 

entrance is far wider than it used to be.  Clerk 

Drainage Ditch, W/Hill Common - on the capital maintenance program but is unlikely to happen this 

year.  It is pending addition to 2018/19 schemes. LATs have prepared the paperwork and will check 

where it is in then system. LATs  

 

4. Footways repairs 

The programme is very behind schedule:-  



 

66/68 Hazlemere Road, the pavement is in poor condition and has been reported. Clerk 

Church Road, Penn  - is on the 4 year programme for repair and is quite high on the priority list. But 

the segment close to Slades garage is in very poor repair and needs attention.  M.Raven explained that 

if extensive patches were applied then a footway would slip down the priority list for repair. A hole in 

the pavement close to Holy Trinity Church, Penn has been temporarily but the repair is already 

failing. Clerk 

Seeleys Road - footways need repairs but the Mynchen Estate footways are worse and a greater 

concern, hence a higher priority. The footways need to be surveyed. Clerk 

PEN56/2 -  a bridleway width has been reduced and the Clerk has written to the homeowner and 

Rights of Way have conducted a site visit.  RoW will contact the homeowner. 

    

Footway repairs - residents should report footway defects online in the same way as road defects and 

local residents are encouraged to use the online reporting system, www.fixmystreet.com.  

 

5. Gullies  

Buckinghamshire Council has promised all A (and B roads?) should be cleared annually, but smaller 

roads are now on a 3 yearly cleaning cycle. But there is still no adequate schedule. Gullies which 

flood are prioritised. In practice this is impossible to determine whether they are being actioned. 

 

Potters Cross  - the oil trap and silt chamber will be cleared by the Supersucker on 5th July and all the 

gullies will be done too.  M.Morley noted it needs doing annually and this was agreed. 

Potters Cross - the kerb weir is on a list to be raised but is not a high priority, so there is no timescale 

for this.  M.Morley has raised with CWPC the need to clear the track by the Pumping Station; 

including digging from behind the bump, to prevent silt running down and blocking the drains. the 

drain into the pond is broken and needs urgent repair, so water is running down Common Wood Lane 

rather than into the pond. Clerk 

 

A list of other blocked gullies was then reviewed:- 

Beacon Hill - the road is still flooding during heavy rain and pictures have been sent to the LATs, for 

the Capital Drainage team to investigate. The Clerk confirmed there is no outlet from Wash Pond into 

Rayners and volunteer pond working parties are limited to removing excess vegetation. Mr I Atherton 

has been advised. 

Gullies on Hazlemere Road and Elm Road were cleared, but some could not be opened because they 

are stuck.  We would like a timescales for doing the rest and clearing the stuck ironwork from 

remaining gullies. ClerkLATs 

62 Penn Road - this has been repaired say the LATs 

Common Wood Lane - the grid close to the wood has been repaired but the grid is still too low. 

Penn Bottom - The two gullies on the left just after the junction with Common Wood Lane, heading to 

New Road have been reported. Clerk 

Forty Green Road -the hill towards Brindle Lane, has no formal drainage and the banks need cutting 

out with grip. An order has been placed. LATs 

68 Seeleys Road - the gully/stump which is causing flooding onto the property is on the reactive 

programme but the LATs are unable to say when it will be done. Clerk to re-report this. 

Penn Street, outside Camelot & Freshfields - there has been no further reports of flooding. 

Holtspur Lane - a gully adjacent to a property (number 40?) has been blocked by a concrete post, the 

super sucker has taken tree roots out but the owners will need to remove the fence post. LATs 

 

Priority Roads for repair - the priority roads for repair will all be reported on fix my street and a list 

of the parishes priorities will be circulated M.Raven and J.Waters.  

 

Local residents are encouraged to report any other blocked gullies and rusted manhole covers to the 

Clerk or online at www.fixmystreet.com. the LATs noted including a photograph of the problem, with 

a view, to help them identify its location, makes for quicker resolution. Clerk 

 

6. MVAS Data 

The last successful data downloaded and shared with Full Council was in summer 2019.The units is 

currently installed in W/Hill but needs collecting. Clerk 

 

7. Speed limit reduction on Penn Road 
Mrs D.Marsen is in touch with the organizers of the online petition.  A TfB traffic assessment, during 

the school term time was agreed to be a good next step; private assessment do not connect with TfB 



processes. A TfB assessment will cost £412. A TTRO (required to reduce a speed limit) would cost up 

to £10,000 and PPC will need to apply for Community Board grant funding to make it affordable.  

The Clerk noted the speed reduction proposal is not within Highways Budget 21/22 financial year, 

unless the Committee decides to withdraw another capital scheme. But the PPC would not benefit 

from grant funding for the TTRO, which makes this option expensive and applying for next financial 

year is a better idea. A.Chapman is co-ordinating a meeting of the interested parties to discuss plans, 

under the auspices of the Highways Committee of the Community Board. PPC's Highways 

Committee recommended supporting a traffic speed assessment, to collect evidence, provided the 

assessment takes place within term time and is conducted by TfB. Clerk D.Lander noted speed 

enforcement is an issue and without enforcement nothing will change. A CSW group would achieve 

results and change behaviors. The Clerk reported she was in touch with TVP but there was a training 

backlog. Clerk  The Clerk was asked to write to Buckinghamshire Council officers to ask if there was 

evidence that simply changing a speed limit worked, as the experience is the 30mph limit on 

Hazlemere Road has had little impact on traffic speeds and our LAT's say TROs have little effect. 

Clerk 

 

8. Verges/hedges needing a regular cutting schedule 

Forty Green Road -  the pavement is fairly narrow and the pavement needs to kept to a useable width 

from the Knotty Green Cricket Club round to the junction with Seeleys Road. But other hedges and 

roads also require surveying to ensure the Committee maintains the footways across the Parish. 

Church Road (bend near Woodbridge Alley) the hedge has been partly cut back but more needs taking 

off either side of Woodbridge Alley, where the hedge sits along the corner at Elm Road. Clerk  

 

The Clerk requested reports of any hedges which are overgrowing footways or highways, so she can 

write to the owners to get them cut back. Photographs are helpful. 

 

9. White Lines 

 

LATs have no control over the lining program other than placing the order.  

 

Elm Road /Hazlemere Road - the slow signs close to Potters Cross need re-instating. 

Penn Bottom - needs re-lining 

Potters Cross - junction of Common Wood Lane and Hazlemere Road, lines need re-instating 

 

Other areas should be reported to the Clerk. 

 

BCC policy (there is no legal legislation) is to refresh regulatory lines (where upright signs are in 

place) once the lines have faded by 50%. Any other lines, such as centre lines and edge lines, are 

refreshed once they have faded by 75% plus.  TfB do not at present have an inspection regime in 

place for lining so we should report. LAT's have little influence on what gets chosen. The crew waits 

for a group of orders in the same area.  

 

10. Signs and posts 

Common Wood Lane, Unsuitable for HGV Signs - the new sign has gone up. 

White posts, Elm Road - we can employ a contractor to put in white posts or to replace those at the 

corner of Rays Lane which have been damaged which are PPC's responsibility. The contractor should 

be qualified to work on the Highways. Clerk 

Holtspur Lane - LATs will check the legal orders to see if there is an 'Unsuitable for HGV's sign 

missing. Clerk 

Obscured signs should be reported to the Clerk. These can be cleaned under devolution arrangement 

preferably with an anti-bacterial agent. 30 mph sign, signs obscured by vegetation should also be 

reported. 

 

11. Damage to verges and kerbs - There is a Development Control Team which deals with damage 

resulting from a development of 3 or more houses.   Otherwise the LATs inspect and talk to the 

contractors.  We should report cases to TfB. 

 

12. Road areas needing a regular sweep by CDC   

Bucks Council have been asked to program a regular sweep of mud and leaves on the road around the 

gullies in the places listed below.  Other roads on the annual sweep are;- 

 

Fagnall Lane 



Marrods Bottom/Fagnall Lane junction 

Whielden Lane near the picnic area. 

The new roadside ‘painted’ footway in FG Road funnel  

Junction of Common Wood Lane and Penn Bottom.   

B474 - requires an annual sweep. 

 

Getting action on road seeping is a problem, emails from TfB say passed to contractor but nothing 

happens. J.Waters is aware of the problem. 

 

13. Pavement sweeping 

  

Some local footways are swept to remove leaves including:-  

Church Road  - footway outside Rayners 

Penn Road - footway outside the Red Lion, Knotty Green 

Penn Road - between Whichert Close and Knottocks Drive 

Elm Road - from Church Road to Potters Cross 

 

14. Street lights - 

 Lamp columns - two loose columns have been reported both will need repair. Clerk to get quotes. It 

was agreed other columns may need structural assessment.  M.Morley requested a copy of the street 

lights database and said he would get quotes to confirm the columns have not life expired. Clerk 

Cleaning  - our old street lights required cleaning every 2/3 years - it was agreed to take advice from 

CU Phosco on how regularly to clean the new LED models, which point downwards, so may require 

fewer cleans. The first tranche of LED lights were installed in 2014/15 and these will require cleaning 

first.  Clerk It was decided not to re-paint the columns but to keep this under review. 

 

15. Community Board Highways Schemes 

The Clerk reported costs for the various schemes will be available from TfB towards the end April.  

B474, junction with Forty Green Road - the traffic island needs renovating. This has been reported 

and action was promised by the end of May by Dave Stewart a Senior Officer, but nothing has 

happened. Clerk to ring. 

B474, Pedestrian Crossing - we await a PID and costs from TfB 

Whichert Close - a scheme to deter rail commuters daytime parking is being considered. An initial 

consultation will cost £3.5k and the Clerk has asked for the overall scheme cost. Clerk Several other 

roads are included as it is easier to remove roads, but problematic to add new ones.  

 

16. Rose Cottage, Forty Green Road - the owner, who has several cars and little on site parking, 

reports problem exiting his property, caused by cars parking opposite his driveway, on the Forty 

Green Road, which is unrestricted. His driveway is opposite the park. Access protection marking 

would be a sensible first step, but these are a matter for residents and can be requested online from the 

Buckinghamshire Council's website. The Clerk was also asked to write to groups who use the Village 

Greens to ask them to make their way to the site on foot and to park considerately if they need to 

drive. Clerk    

 

Highway Emergency number - 0845 230 2882 


