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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PENN PARISH COUNCIL  
HELD ON 14 MAY 2015 IN THE CRICKET PAVILION, KNOTTY GREEN 

 
Present Cllrs   Mrs M. Seymour  

          Mrs J. Creasy  
          Mrs K.Dicker 
          A.S.Hardie 
          M.A.Morley 
          M.Newth-West  
          M.J.Raszpla 
          G.Westmacott 
Clerk  M.S.Green 
 

 
Apologies 

 
Cllr D.Lander, Tom Barron.  District Cllr Julie Burton came to the social before the 
meeting, but had to leave before the meeting started. 

 
Election of 
Chairman 
 

Cllr Mrs Seymour was the only nomination and was unanimously re-elected as 
Chairman. She then signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and offered a 
warm welcome to Cllr Mrs Creasy for her first meeting. 
 

Election of vice-
Chairman 
 

Cllr Morley was the only nomination and was duly elected.       
 

Democratic Half 
Hour 

Kevin Long and Bill Morris, representing the allotment tenants, reported no 
complaints.  There is a notable sense of community spirit with widespread sharing of 
tasks including clearing litter, an annual tidy-up day and an absence of vandalism.  
Despite the very high standard of the plots they do not want to enter any competition.  
County Cllr David Schofield was welcomed back after a long period of illness.  Cllr 
Tett has survived a leadership challenge and has dismissed four members of the 
cabinet including Ruth Vigor-Hederly, the former Cabinet Member for Highways.  
Cllr Katrina Wood has taken over as Leader at WDC.  Alan Goodrum is retiring next 
month as CEO of Chiltern District Council.  
PC Gavin McVeigh reported gratifyingly little crime in the parish.  The KG pavilion 
has not been vandalised.  There was some discussion of parking problems on The Hill 
at Winchmore Hill, around Penn Surgery and outside Penn School. 
Roger Whitehead, Chairman of the Knotty Green Cricket Club reported that the Club 
was doing very well, particularly with increased Colts activity.  Grateful thanks were 
offered for the Club’s hospitable hosting of the meeting. 
 
 

Committees & 
Appointments  
 

The list of Committees & Appointments was reviewed and amended as attached.  It 
was agreed that the Highways Committee should become Highways, Devolution & 
LAF Committee. 
 

Minute No 257 
Minutes of 
Meeting held on 
19 Mar 15 
 

The Minutes were agreed and signed by the Chairman 

Minute No 258 
Matters Arising 
From Minutes 
 

It was agreed that all matters would be covered in Committee reports 

Minute No 259 
Reports From 
Committees 

1) Planning 
There have been three meetings with 29 applications.  We made 17 No Comments, 
referred three to the Tree Officer, expressed concerns about six and made objection to 
three.   Overall we seem to be in tune with the officers' eventual recommendations.  
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Another application, in a long series by Penn Meadow Farm for residential permission 
of some kind, has been refused for the lack of any business plan.  
 
2)  Lighting meeting with CU Phosco - held on 24 March 2015. 
Electrical test certificates have been provided for all the lights.  All the new LEDs are 
under warranty for six years.  Repayment of the Salix interest-free loan every six 
months over four years will start on 1 October.  The only outstanding matter is 
agreement on the SSE energy charges from February onwards.  Former Cllr Bayley is 
still advising us on this.  
 
3) Clerks’ Liaison meeting – held on 28 April 14.  The Notes on the meeting 
have been circulated and were briefly reviewed. 
 
4)   Highways Liaison –  There has been no Liaison meeting since 18 
March.  
It was agreed that the Committee should be responsible for Highways, Devolution and 
for LAF and be re-titled accordingly.  
Parking problems -  Concern was expressed that 'No parking' restrictions proposed 
near the First School, Tylers Green would mean more cars parking on the Penn side of 
the boundary, where there were already parking problems, for instance at the Penn 
Surgery and outside the Penn School,.  A letter should be sent expressing our 
concerns. 
Litter - Tyres in several places and litter on Penn Bottom are a problem.      
Devolution -  A slightly amended Agreement is to be circulated shortly.  We also need 
to clarify exactly what work can be done on the 40mph roadsides and on unclassified 
roads.  A meeting to review progress on devolution matters will be needed soon. 
LAF  meeting -  There is a LAF meeting on 3 June which will review our three bids 
for the coming year.  We also need to continue to push for the 'forgotten'  Church 
Road pavement repair from 2013/14. 
Forty Green 'funnel' painted pedestrian road edge - is apparently breaking up on the 
edges.  We should ask whether the work is guaranteed. 
Penn Road (B474) quiet surface - Residents would like to know how much a quiet 
surface would cost from Waitrose to Saucy Corner. 
 
5) Finance & General Purposes  -  held on 7 May 15.  The minutes were 
reviewed and recommendations agreed.  There was further discussion on the 
following items: 
 
Audit 2014/15  -  It was noted that the Internal Auditor had no criticisms of the 
account and has signed Section 4 of the Audit Annual Return.   He has also checked 
and agreed sections 1 and 2 together with an explanation of the differences between 
the totals for 2013/14 and 2014/15, and so has the F&GP Committee.  Sections 1 & 2  
were then agreed by the Council and signed by the Chairman and Clerk.  A note of 
dates when the accounts are open for inspection by electors, together with a summary 
of electors’ rights will be circulated to be displayed on each notice board.   The Audit 
Return will now be sent to Mazars. 
Metro Bank daily sweep between our Current and Business a/cs - The aim was to earn 
interest, but this amounted to only £40 last year and was the cause of three cheques 
being rejected for apparent lack of funds.  The daily transfers also complicate the 
accounts considerably.  It was therefore agreed that the sweep should be cancelled.  
We can effect transfers our selves at perhaps monthly intervals. 
Bank Mandates - It was agreed that Cllr Mrs Creasy should be added to the existing 
signatories: Cllrs Mrs Seymour, Morley, Raszpla and Hardie. 
Donation - of £75 was agreed to the Open Spaces Society's 'Lost Commons' appeal. 
Penn Parish website - statistics have been circulated.  They show nearly 7.000 hits in 
April which seems reasonable. 
Chiltern Conservation Board - is asking for a volunteer to occupy a vacant Parish 
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Councillor slot on their Board. 
Red Lion pub, Knotty Green -  an application to register the pub as an asset of 
community value has been made by Aylesbury Vale and Wycombe Campaign for 
Real Ale. 
 
 
6) Recreation & Open Spaces  -  There has been no meeting.  The following 
points were discussed: 
 
W/Hill track repair -  A quote has been obtained from Pat Illot for £1,395 to repair a 
rectangular section along the edge of the track which includes a large pothole.  This is 
the only section of the track which needs repair.  Manor Estates also visited, but say 
the job is too small to interest specialist firms.  It was therefore agreed to accept the 
quote and then to consider what our future policy on track repair should be. 
KG play equipment - Replacement parts recommended by the Wicksteed Inspector are 
awaiting installation by Tom Barron.   
KG Football goal posts - It was agreed that a net should be added.  Cllr Mrs Dicker 
will investigate. 
Joint meeting with CWPC - A date should be agreed with the agenda to include 
parking problems. 
Penn Street Church Field, Japanese Knotweed - An inspection visit is scheduled for 
end June/early July.   They will give us 2 weeks notice. 
Penn Street QEII gate - Cllr Lander is following up a quote of £250 by John Clark for 
painting and repair with self-closing hinges. 
Whielden Lane picnic area -  Vehicle access has been closed again.  The stile at the 
far end is to be removed and hopefully the path will be made definitive.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Minute No 260 
Parish Councillor 
vacancies 
 
Minute No 261 
Accounts for 
Payment 
 

Woodland Trust activities on Penn Street Common -  Cllr Lander has been in touch 
with both the pub landlord and the WT organiser about 11 July Beer Festival. 
Hedges opposite 'Strings', on Elm Road - There has been a complaint that the hedges 
are very overgrown and a yew tree is apparently dangerously shedding its branches.    
We need to contact the landowner.   Cllr Mrs Creasy will ask Penn Tree services for 
advice on the yew. 
 
It was noted  that there are two vacancies for c-option, both in Knotty Green. 
 
 
 
The list of cheques was approved. 

Minute No 262 
Date of Next 
Meeting 
 

The next meeting will be held in Penn Church Hall at 8 pm on Thursday 16 July 2015.   

 


