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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  
AND OF THE PENN PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD ON 14 JULY 2021 PENN PARISH HALL 

 
Present Cllrs  M.West (Chair) 

         Mrs M.Seymour 

         Mrs K.Dicker 

         R.Bentham 

         G.Westmacott 

         Mrs R.Pocock 

         K.Jeffery 

         M.Morley 

         Mrs D.Marsden 

         J.Watson 

          

 Clerk N.Webster 

Vistors: Cllr J.Waters 

Apologies D.Lander  

Minute No 441 

Minutes of the last 

meeting 

M.West opened the meeting and as there were no casual attendees invited Cllr 

J.Waters to update the Parish on recent developments in Buckinghamshire 

Council.   

Community Board - The Chepping Wye Community Board had elected him as 

Chair and the focus for the next year will be on improving the environment, 

regeneration of the high streets and on health and well being. There may also be 

a task and finish group set up, this has worked well in High Wycombe. The 

Board has a significant budget but there are limits on the amount it can spend on 

any one area, notably Highways. Safety schemes qualify but ongoing road 

repairs do not.  Bids for Highways Schemes funds need to be received by 30 

September 2021.  There is a Small Projects Fund which has been allocated up to 

10 per cent of the Community Board Budget. 

Review of School Buses - a consultation has been published on changes to 

services, but this has not been well publicised. Winchmore Hill may have an 

issue, as a bus has been withdrawn affecting Challoners parents. J.Waters has 

worked to ensure another bus will replace it, and it will be cheaper which is very 

welcome.  S. Rouse and J.Waters were commended for their efforts in ensuring 

the problems were resolved and communication improved. 

M.Morley queried who organised home school transport. Buckinghamshire 

Council is responsible for transport for qualifying children and extra spaces on 

buses can be offered more widely. Buckinghamshire Council has tried to get 

more than one company to cover each route, but the choice of schools with 

grammar and high schools mean there is more choice for parents which doesn't 

happen elsewhere.  The Unitary Council is trying to get parents to choose buses 

over cars which are worse for the environment. Electric buses are an option and 

have environmental benefits.  The Clerk noted the Parish Council had written to 

point out the decision to withdraw home school transport for the 16+ age group 

resulted in an increase in car journeys as it made little economic sense to drive 

older children child and pay for a bus for their younger siblings.  

20mph Zones - R.Bentham queried whether speed limits through our popular 

villages can be reduced? J.Waters reported the biggest cost is legal fees, which 

are substantial, so it is better to tackle issues enmasse. Mrs R.Pocock reported a 

working party, looking at speeding and traffic round the schools in Tylers Green 

had also looked at this but Thames Valley Police are not in favour.  It is 

important to consider the cost to commuters, noted J.Waters but 20mph zones 

were being actively considered for Beaconsfield and Old Amersham.  The 

Community Board can help is assessing the costs versus benefits, and a member 
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of the Senior Team at Buckinghamshire Council who sits on the Board, David 

Skimmer, Service Director, can help unlock funds. 

Minute No 442 

Co-option of 

J.Watson and 

K.Jeffery 

M.West noted the Council had advertised two casual vacancies and was 

fortunate to have four excellent candidates put themselves forward all of whom 

were ably qualified. After meeting the candidates and careful consideration,  

J.Watson (Penn) and K.Jeffery were invited to join the Parish Council.  

J.Watson and K.Jeffery (Knotty Green) were duly co-opted onto the Council. 

Both were invited by the Clerk to sign the Declaration of Acceptance of Office 

and received a copy of the Council's Code of Conduct. 

 Minute No 443 

Minutes of Meeting 

held on xx Mar 2021 

 

The Minutes of the last meeting were agreed and signed by the Chairman. It was 

agreed all other matters would be covered by Committee reports. 

  
Minute No 444 

Reports From 

Committees 

1) Planning  -   

Penn Meadow Farm - a report has been made to Enforcement following a 

complaint over the distressing reports of a campsite.  The Clerk reported 'pop-up' 

campsites had recently been permitted under new government legislation but the 

facility was being advertised on www.airbnb.com for considerably longer than 

permitted; health and safety concerns about the site were a further issue and 

Environmental Health have been requested to investigate to ensure public safety. 
 
There have been 2 meeting on 8 and 29 June when the committee considered 17 

applications, and raised 3 objections, and 1 serious objection, as follows:- 
17 Elm Road - to the felling of an Ash tree; 
9 Cherry Drive, KG - raised roof height was out of keeping with the street scene 

and there were overlooking issues; 
32 Sandleswood End, KG - overdevelopment, especially the depth and width and 

out of keeping; and 
Serious objection, The Squirrel - to a single storey holiday let, in the heart of the 

Conservation Area which would reduce available car parking on this busy street.  
A number of other proposals were 'Concerned' with the decision left to the Historic 

Buildings Officer or Tree Officer, as appropriate. 
Call in requests - the procedure for 'calling in' an application, to ensure it is 

considered by the East Planning Committee of Buckinghamshire Council has 

changed for the better. The Parish Council's Planning Committee can now make a 

request directly to Buckinghamshire Council, without needing to go through 

Unitary Councillors.   The Clerk noted a call in request can only be made following 

a decision by the Planning Committee, and cannot be made or requested by 

individual Councillors. Material planning reasons must be always be given.  One 

way to ensure a proposal is definitely called in is to make the request to all 3 ward 

Councillors, in which case Planning officers have no choice but to agree said 

J.Waters.  Mrs K.Dicker noted the new policy wording, which had been circulated 

for consideration, appeared to give latitude to the Service Director, whether to 

accept a call in request, and this is unacceptable and at odds with our experience. 

M.West noted Cllr J.Waters explanation of how the policy will work provided 

some reassurance but Mrs K.Dicker suggested Council should monitor its operation 

and this was agreed. 
Neighbourhood Plan - G.Westmacott noted the Strategic Working Group is 

reporting to the Planning Committee on a regular basis and this is working well. 

One NPSWP meeting has been held.  Their focus is on surveying parishioners, to 

find out what residents want in the Plan, and how to collect email addresses. He 

noted the Survey will be sent on about 20th September, but before then there is a 

great deal of work to do to collect email addresses.  The Parish will be holding 
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three 'Find Out More' events in Knotty Green, Winchmore Hill and Penn in early 

September and articles have been written for all the relevant village magazines in 

Winchmore Hill, Penn and Knotty Green. A flyer will be distributed by volunteers 

to local residents and posters put up on local Notice boards. At the next meeting the 

NPSWP will move onto design and agree the flyer. Parishioners will be encouraged 

to register to receive the survey via the parish website, on the Neighbourhood Plan 

page. 
 

2) Recreation & Open Spaces Committee 

The Chair of the Committee was unable to attend. It was agreed to hold over the 

report of the 2 July Committee meeting, until the next Full Council meeting. 

Litter bins - the scheduled for emptying bins at the Knotty Green Recreation 

Ground is hit or miss noted G.Westmacott and a query as to what Buckinghamshire 

Council current cleansing schedule is a good idea? Clerk 
Re-wilded areas - D.Marsden noted several areas have been done in Woodburn 

Green and look very pretty. Commercial sponsorship maybe available and it was 

agreed to look at this at the next Committee meeting. 

W/Hill Lower Common - it was agreed to leave it longer and reduce the frequency 

of cuts but to liaise with the WHRA. Also to request the Chiltern Society to do a 

survey of the flora. Clerk 

 

3) Highways 

M Morley reviewed the Minutes of the last meeting:- 
 
Tree planting, Knotty Green -  A community group from Knotty Green, wishes to 

plant native trees on Howe Drive and Sandleswood End.  Local residents support 

the initiative and are willing to fund about two thirds of the cost.  An estimated 110 

trees are needed for the two roads at a cost of about £180-£230 per tree, depending 

on the size. The group is taking advice from the Unitary Council's officers, tree 

specialists and local residents who did a similar exercise.   A cultivation license is 

needed plus stat plans for the roads. The Committee  recommended support for the 

tree planting, and also recommended the parish fund up to 4 trees, two for each 

road, up to a maximum cost of £1,000 and this was agreed.   
 
The list of recent Highways reports was reviewed:- 
 
Penn 
Witheridge Lane  - is now top of the list of priorities for repair, and is due for patch 

and plane repair by September. 
Paul's Hill/Gatemoor Lane/Bryant's Bottom - work has been done to scrape off 

excess material to the centre and to fill pot holes. It is due for jet-patching. 
Noaks Lane - many of the potholes are very bad and this is due for jet patching. 
 
Knotty Green 
Clay Street - has numerous potholes along its edge and has been reported. A few 

have been filled but many remain, it is not clear what the criteria for intervention 

is? G.Westmacott said this road needed surveying.  
 
Penn Street 
New Road - the defects outside the exit from Red House persist and will be re-

reported.  
 
W/Hill 
The Common - the edge of the Common has been repaired. The Common edge 
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would benefit from granite set edging.  
 
Footways repairs, the programme is very behind schedule:-  
 
66/68 Hazlemere Road, the pavement is in poor condition and has been reported.  
Church Road, Penn  - is on the 4 year programme for repair and is quite high on the 

priority list.  
Seeleys Road - footways need repairs but the Mynchen Estate footways are worse 

and a greater concern, hence a higher priority. The footways need to be surveyed.  
PEN56/2 -  RoW are involved and a sited visit has been conducted. 
  
Gullies  
Potters Cross  - the oil trap and silt chamber have been cleared by the Supersucker 

and all the gullies too.  M.Morley noted it needs doing annually and this was 

agreed. 
Potters Cross - the drain into the pond is broken and needs urgent repair, so water 

is running down Common Wood Lane rather than into the pond.  
Beacon Hill - the road is still flooding during heavy rain and pictures have been 

sent to the LATs, for the Capital Drainage team to investigate. 
Gullies on Hazlemere Road and Elm Road were cleared, but some could not be 

opened because they are stuck.  We would like a timescales for doing the rest and 

clearing the stuck ironwork from remaining gullies. ClerkLATs 
Common Wood Lane - the grid close to the wood has been repaired but the grid is 

still too low. 
Penn Bottom - The two gullies on the left just after the junction with Common 

Wood Lane, heading to New Road have been reported.  
68 Seeleys Road - the gully/stump which is causing flooding onto the property is on 

the reactive programme but the LATs are unable to say when it will be done.  
Penn Street, outside Camelot & Freshfields - there has been no further reports of 

flooding. 
 
MVAS Data 
The priority is to get data off the MVAS noted M.Morley. The last successful data 

downloaded and shared with Full Council was in summer 2019.It was agreed to 

buy a cheap android phone and memory card for this job costing approximately 

£100. Clerk 
MVAS site - there is no MVAS site on the Penn Road. 
 
Speed limit reduction on Penn Road 
A TfB traffic assessment, during the school term time was agreed to be a good next 

step; private assessment do not connect with TfB processes. A TfB assessment will 

cost £2000-2500. A TTRO (required to reduce a speed limit) would cost up to 

£10,000 and PPC will need to apply for Community Board grant funding to make it 

affordable.  The Clerk noted the speed reduction proposal is not within Highways 

Budget 21/22 financial year, unless the Committee decides to withdraw another 

capital scheme. So PPC would not benefit from grant funding for the TTRO, which 

makes this option expensive and applying for next financial year is a better idea. 

A.Chapman is co-ordinating a meeting of the interested parties to discuss plans, 

under the auspices of the Highways Committee of the Community Board. PPC's 

Highways Committee recommended supporting a traffic speed assessment, to 

collect evidence, provided the assessment takes place within term time and is 

conducted by TfB and this was agreed. A CSW group would achieve results and 

change behaviours. The Clerk reported she was in touch with TVP but there was a 

training backlog. The Clerk has written to Buckinghamshire Council officers who 
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confirm simply changing a speed limit has little impact (2-3mph reduction) and 

M.Morley noted the 30mph limit on Hazlemere Road has had little impact on 

traffic speeds.  

 
White Lines 
Elm Road /Hazlemere Road - the slow signs close to Potters Cross have been re-

instated 
Potters Cross - junction of Common Wood Lane and Hazlemere Road, lines have 

been re-instated 
 
Signs and posts 
Common Wood Lane, Unsuitable for HGV Signs - the new sign has gone up but 

there are unconfirmed reports of large tipper lorries using this route. Clerk 
 

4) Community Board 

Cllr J.Waters gave a short summary of the Community Board's work (CB) and its 

Budget (£374,000) for the forthcoming year, part of which cannot be carried 

forward and must be spent.  We can bid for funds for projects which meet the 

criteria and the deadline for Highways bids is September 2021.  Bids should be sent 

to the Officer and J.Waters should be advised. A task and finish group maybe set 

up to aid completion of substantial projects. One area which is being considered is 

purchase of shared resources eg sentinel cameras to tackle speeding. 

 

 

Minute No 445 

Accounts for  

Payment 

 

 

The list of cheques was approved. 

Minute No 446 

Date of Next 

Meeting 

Change of date: M.West noted the government's recent rule changes mean that 

Parish Councils can no longer meet online (via Zoom) but the situation with the 

pandemic is unclear and Councillors were invited to say if they felt uncomfortable 

with a face to face meeting on 16th September. It was agreed to review the situation 

closer to the meeting date, but otherwise the Parish Council would meet next, as 

planned, in Winchmore Hill, on THURSDAY 16th September at 8.00pm. 

 


