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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  
AND OF THE PENN PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD ON 14 SEPTEMBER 2017 IN THE WINCHMORE HILL MEMORIAL HALL 

 
Present Cllrs  Mrs J Creasy (Chairman) 

         Mrs K.Dicker 

         D.Lander 

         Mrs R.Pocock 

         M.Raszpla 

         G.Westmacott                        

 

 Clerk N.Johnson 

 

Visitors: C.Beck 

 

Apologies  Apologies: Cllr Mrs J.Burton, R.Bentham, M.Newth-West, M.Morley, C.Hurst 

and Mrs M.Seymour 

 

  

             
Democratic 

Quarter of an Hour 

Mr C.Beck, a local Winchmore Hill resident was warmly welcomed to the meeting 

by the Chair Mrs J.Creasy and given a copy of the Agenda. He has no specific 

concerns, but just wished to spectate. 
 

Minute No 342 

Minutes of Meeting 

held on 20 July 17 

 

The Minutes of the last meeting were agreed to be accurate and signed by the 

Chair. 

Matters arising: - 

Councillors were encouraged to submit ideas for potential LAF bids. A list of 

schemes which LAF has previously supported has been re-circulated, to prompt 

suggestions. 

Japanese Knotweed at Penn Street – our contractor JKC Ltd was on site this week 

and will report on their findings. 

 

Minute No 343 

Matters Arising 

From Minutes 

 

It was agreed that all matters would be covered in Committee reports. 

Minute No 344 

Reports From 

Committees 

1) LAF Meeting – Cllr D. Lander reported 3 highways scheme bids were 

submitted in August, as follows, up to 40 new LED footway lights £13,800, £1600 

for a new MVAS and footway repairs to the Church Road, Penn, which TfB has 

been approached to cost. The next LAF meeting is on 20 September at Hervines. 

  

Cll M.Raszpla queried whether local voluntary organisation qualified for LAF 

funding. Cllr G.Westmacott said he believed it was just Parish Council and that any 

applications would need to meet the LAF criteria but he or Cllr D.Lander would 

enquire. The Clerk added that there was nothing to prevent local organisations 

applying.  Cllr J.Creasy noted that organisations focussed on supporting young and 

vulnerable without access to regular subscription income funding were likely to be 

attractive and there followed some discussion of this point, also a detailed 

discussion of the types of attractive local schemes which Councillors would like to 

see, but this was inconclusive. 

  

2) Planning  -  There have been 2 meetings on 18 August, 5 September with 15 

applications.  We had 3 No Comments, 3 were referred to the Tree Officer, 7 
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Concerns, 1 Objection and 1 Strong Objection.  The Objection was to 2 Red House 

Close where the Committee was concerned that the extension on the side, was less 

than 1m from the boundary which afforded no possibility to maintain the property, 

the boundary hedge may contain TPO’d trees.  The Strong Objection was to 

Newbury House, 2 Knottock Drive, Knotty Green where the applicant wants to 

replace a single house with 12 flats, this was judged over development, which sets a 

precedent which could change the character of Knottocks Drive. There is significant 

loss of privacy to the immediate neighbour. The Committee have requested and 

Cllr Mrs J.Burton has agreed to call this into CDC's Committee if the Planning 

Officer supports the applications.  It was noted the developer maintains they cannot 

afford any contribution to affordable housing.  CDC Planning Officers have ruled 

the Financial Viability study should be redacted which means it is impossible to 

challenge the developer's case. The Beaconsfield Society have also raised concerns 

and are willing to speak at any CDC Planning Committee hearing alongside the 

Parish Council representative.  Cllr K. Dicker expressed grave concern at the 

developers choice of an expensive London based planning consultant, while it 

sought to avoid its responsibility to provide an affordable housing contribution and 

noted the same firm had been used by other developers Beaconsfield developers 

seeking to avoid paying a contribution.  It was remarked that no affordable housing 

had been created recently, and the use of affordable housing contributions should 

be made more transparent.  Cllr G.Westacott reported the standards for reporting 

and transparent use of contributions is much higher in the London Borough, all this 

information must be used in the viability plans and CDC should follow the same 

approach. Cllr Mrs K.Dicker added that the Beaconsfield Society had successfully 

challenged financial viability studies which CDC’s Planners had accepted. Cllrs 

agreed this was a serious concern and suggested that we should write to Cheryl 

Gillan MP.   Another option was to submit a question to CDC about who has paid a 

contribution in the Parish, how much was it and what has it been used for. Clerk. 

Cllr G.Westmacott expressed concern over ‘gaming’ the system which was his 

main concern. It was agreed to write to CDC in the first instance draft and consult 

with Cllr Mrs J.Burton, a letter to Local MP Cheryl Gillan remains a further option. 

It was noted the Local Planning Team at CDC is under resourced and under 

enormous pressure with the Local Plan. Also a shared service with South Bucks is 

being created which may take time to bed in and it was agreed to continue to 

monitor the situation.  

 

Following the Parish Liaison meeting. CDC have responded to explain why the 

2015 County Wide Parking Standards, used by WDC, and which demand wider 

spaces and large garages haven’t been adopted by CDC. In a rather disappointing 

email, they propose to continue using existing standards, although may update them 

with the 2015 standards or a variant, after the new CDC Local Plan is adopted.  The 

final paragraph maintains there is little CDC Planners can do little to prevent on-

street parking and give little reassurance that ‘conditional’ permission for garages 

to be used for parking only will be enforced.  Chair Mrs J.Creasy noted the 

difference in standards was unhelpful, and difficult to justify given CDC’s input 

into the standards. An application would be approved in CDC, but higher parking 

criteria would apply in WDC. 

 

WDC’s Local Plan has been published and will go to Cabinet on 8 October, once 

approved only the Inspector can make changes to the final document.  It was noted 

the 'Horsefields' site is not earmarked for development. The notorious developer 

Gladman is still pushing for a very large development at Monks Risborough. 

    

3) Recreation & Open Spaces – Cllr K.Dicker summarised a number of 

recent issue before turning to two principle matters:- 
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Beacon Hill Red Phone Box –  the Parish Council has applied to adopt the phone 

box which is listed for £1. We have a received a quote for £645 for the box's 

repainting from local contractor Mr K.Orpin. P&TGRS have been approached for a 

grant towards the renovation and for suggestions of appropriate uses for the box.  

The Clerk noted a generous grant of 50 percent of the cost had been offered by the 

Resident Society which would mean the Parish Council would need to spend 

£322.50.  As regards suggestions for its use, these will be considered by the 

Recreation and Open Spaces Society at its October meeting.  A number of 

interesting ideas have been put forward by the Residents Society including an 

Information centre on local history, a cash point, a local lending library/book 

exchange, a defibrillator, a rolling gallery. Cllr Mrs R.Pocock said she favoured the 

historical/ information use as the Church wasn’t open all the time and Cllr Mrs 

K.Dicker agreed. 

Grass-cutting contract – our three-year contract from 2015-2017 will expire at the 

end of the season and the Council is required to re-tender the work. It was agreed 

that Contractor Mr T.Barron had done an outstanding job and Council expressed 

the hope that he would tender for the work again. His remarkable 20 minute 

response to recent safety issue at the Knotty Green Play Area demonstrated the 

benefit of a using reliable local tradespeople of repute and the Clerk agreed with 

Cllr Mrs K.Dicker..  

Hogback Wood Road – local landowner Mr C.Pitcher has started felling trees along 

footpath PEN/49/1 without a traffic regulation to close path. His intention is to 

create a vehicular access to Roundheads Farm. Local residents are very concerned. 

It appears Mr C Pitcher doesn’t own the land on which the trees are situated but 

does own the farm. He alleges he owns a right of way but no way leave has been 

seen. The Parish Council has been in contact with BCC, Head of Rights of Way 

Team, Jo Taylor who has written to Mr Pitcher also with Keith Musgrave, Tree 

Officer at CDC regarding Area protection for the remaining trees.  The Parish 

Council has also written to Mr Pitcher who we are advised may require a TTRO 

from Bucks County Council to close the footpath and a Felling Licence from the 

Forest Commission. 

 

KGCC -  the Club has made progress obtaining a professional fire assessment over 

summer. The Cricket Club’s lease is due to expire on 31 August 2019 but the 

impact of the news MEES regulations which take effect on 1 April 2018 means the 

Council may not legally be able to lease the premises. We have written to NALC 

for legal advice on 7 July, 20 July and again on 12 September and await their 

response. It was agreed that the Council would need to verify the fire-assessment 

advisory work was complete by the end of September. This could be verified by 

conducting a site visit. There followed some discussion of the structure of the 

Knotty Green Cricket Club and it was agreed to follow this up with the club, to 

ensure accounts have been filed with the appropriate regulator. It was agreed to 

require confirmation from the Club of the completion of fire safety repairs to the 

agenda of the November full Council meeting. Essential works must be performed 

to ensure the safety of the building and its users and it was agreed that they Club 

must complete these by the end of September as a condition of the continuation of 

its lease. Clerk 

 

4) Finance 

The Clerk noted there had been no Committee meeting, but Cllr R.Bentham had 

carried out the quarterly check of accounts which was in order. 

 

5) Highways 
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Cllr Morley attended the TfB Update conference and sent a lengthy, detailed report 

to Councillors via email. The main points were summarised:- 

TfB’s Autumn update conference is important as policy changes are explained, eg. 

Response times for pot hole repairs. 

TfB has changed its ‘asset management’ strategy, which will alter how fast repairs 

are carried out, dangerous repairs will be prioritised with a response time of 2 

hours, others will be graded according to severity and risk and dealt with more 

slowly. The LAT’s have been invited to discuss the impact of the new approach 

with the Highway’s Committee. 

A Gully Schedule is promised and Council welcomed TfB’s promise to publish its 

long awaited schedule.  Clerk. BCC carried out four grass cuts this year, down from 

six the year before, but there are problems with the mapping of the areas  to be cut 

and some places have been missed. Vision splays are being cut regularly and Saucy 

Corner and Common Wood Lane have benefitted from the more consistent 

approach, which is welcome.  Only noxious weeds are being treated, but highways 

growth is not.  BCC has carried out a tree survey of its 30,000 trees and found 

3,000 require attention.  The tree canopy along Elm Road near the speed camera 

has been cut back which has improved visibility at the cross-roads. 

 

6) Queensway Committee 

WDC are proposing a cemetery on the Queensway site. A Project Manager from 

WDC has suggested a meeting of the three Parish Councils who own the ransom 

strip around the site. Two dates are proposed 23
rd

 October or 25
th
 October. The 

afternoon of the 23
rd

 October is preferred by Councillors. It was noted the ransom 

strip could be valuable and that there is considerable local pressure for amenity 

land. Discussion and agreement on the Council's position before the meeting would 

be sensible. Clerk 

 

AOB 
Forty Green Hall – Cllr R.Pocock mentioned, local resident Mrs S.Jenkins is 

concerned about trees overhanging the road, which is blocking at least one on-street 

parking space. Clerk. She was also concerned about 2 cars which are parked on the 

hard standing near the hall, which appear to be left there on a long-term basis. 

Enquiries to the Police met with no success as both vehicles are taxed and MOT’d.  

It was noted this was a parking problem which would require TfB input.  
Land at Red House Close – the planning application was noted. It was agreed to 

keep the proposed sale of the land under view.  Clerk with BCC. The mowing of 

the grass is the Parish Council’s responsibility but tree maintenance is down to 

BCC. The Clerk confirmed that following requests to improve the vision splay, she 

had met with tree surgeon and BCC has confirmed it has no objection to the Parish 

Council cutting back the trees to improve sight lines. Clerk 

Widmer Pond works – a site meeting is proposed to look at various works 

suggested by Mr M.Green. Clerk 

W/Hill, oak trees at Nelson Close – following a complaint from Mrs W.Firminger, 

these have been survey by Peter Whipp and are excellent specimens, so no further 

action will be taken. 

Penn, Parking on the Common – following a complaint from a local resident the 

Clerk has written to the P&TGFC because more than a dozen cars were parked on 

the Common last Saturday morning. The club swift response positive response is 

welcome. Action by the club to deter any repetition include issuing clear 

instructions to all its members, putting up temporary signs to say ‘No parking on 

the Common’ and using Marshalls to deter culprits. It was noted that extra parking 

pressure would be created by the Charter Fair, also by ‘flu-jab’ morning at the 
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surgery on 23
rd

 September.  The surgery was co-operating with the P&TGFC who 

had generously offered its facilities for over-flow parking for patientsn on flu-jab 

Saturday. 

Penn, Red Lion – two tables have appeared on the highway and one on the 

Common land. Following a complaint, the tables on the highway have been 

reported to TfB as they reduce available parking.  Clerk to write to the business 

regarding the table on the Common and Highway. 

CAB, Chesham/Amersham - a donation of £350 was agreed and it was agreed to 

write to BCC via Cllr Isobel Darby to enquire why it has ceased its funding from 

CAB. Volunteer advisers are required and locals with an interest are encouraged to 

apply. Clerk 

CWPC Joint meeting – a site meeting was suggested by Cllr M.Razspla. Clerk to 

liaise with CWPC. 

 

 

Minute No 345 

Accounts for  

Payment 

 

 

The list of cheques was approved.  

Minute No 346 

Date of Next 

Meeting 

The next meeting will be the held in the Memorial Hall Winchmore Hill at 8 pm on 

Thursday 16 November 2017.   

 


