
1 

 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PENN PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD ON 15 JANUARY 2015 IN THE  COMMUNITY HALL, FORTY GREEN 

Present Cllrs Mrs M.Seymour (Chairman) 

         M.J.Bayley 

         Mrs K.Dicker 

         D.Lander 

         M.A.Morley 

         M.Newth-West 

         C.Pointon-Taylor 

         G.Westmacott 

     Clerk M.S.Green 

 

Apologies Cllrs A.S.Hardie, M.J.Raszpla, S.Wapshare, County Cllr David Schofield 

 

Minute No 245 

Democratic 

Quarter Hour 

 

Mrs Jane Creasy was present to observe the proceedings of the Council and was 

welcomed. 

Minute No 246 

Minutes of 

Meeting held on 

20 Nov 14 

 

The Minutes were agreed and signed by the Chairman.   

 

 

 

Minute No 247 

Matters Arising 

From Minutes 

 

It was agreed that all matters would be covered in Committee reports. 

 

Minute No 248 

Reports From 

Committees 

1) Planning 

There have been three meetings with 22 applications.  We commented on five with 

objections to three of them - two proposals for two houses to replace one house at 

11 Netherwood Road and a two-storey annexe to Evergreen, Coleshill Lane.  A 

useful review of recent decisions was given which included the refusal for a 

windmill at Penn Meadow Farm. 

 

2) Highways Liaison Meeting 

The minutes of the meeting held with our LATs at the Amersham Depot on 3 Dec 

14 were reviewed and progress noted.  Two concerns were raised: 

 

Resurfacing the B474 footway beside Church Road, from Beacon Hill towards the 

church, which was a LAF project 2013/14.   Our LAT, Wayne Fabian, claimed at 

the LAF meeting on 14 Jan 15 that it has been completed.   We should again send 

evidence that it has not been done. 

Clay Street always has litter in the verges.  

 

3) Devolution  

The notes on the Devolution Briefing event in Aston Clinton on 4 Dec 14 were 

reviewed.  Since then we have registered to take part - on our own rather than in a 

cluster with Amersham - and have made a bid for £500 pump-priming towards the 

costs of road safety training and signs for our contractor, CTR Maintenance.  We 

will eventually receive our own 4-year agreement and a map detailing our 

responsibilities.  The detail of insurance arrangements and of how our budget is to 

be accounted and paid for have not yet been determined.   
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We have received a map showing our grass-cutting responsibilities which is much 

what we expected except that it includes the Forty Green funnel which has no grass 

verge but does have a potentially unstable bank and many trees for which we must 

disclaim any responsibility.   

 

4) Street Lighting 

The minutes of the meeting with CU Phosco on 10 Dec 14 were reviewed.   A 

contract has been signed for 40 new LED lights and the replacement of all 150 

photocells to work part-night, which will cost £18,545 (Equipment - £10,289; 

Installation, Elec testing & cert., 6 yr warranty - £8256).  The reduction in 

electricity consumption will save us some £2,000 pa. A Salix loan has been agreed 

and will provide an interest-free loan of £11,251.  We will have to provide the 

remaining £7,294 from capital.  Salix repayments are over 4 years in 8 equal 

instalments of £1,406, with the first instalment in Sep 15 and the next in Mar 16.  

Work starts w/c 26 Jan 15. 

 

Tree growth interferes with the lights in two places - Red House Close where the 

hedge needs to be cut back, and the Knotty Green Recreation Ground hedge.  

Remedial work on the trees will be investigated. 

 

Cllr Bayley was warmly applauded by the Council in recognition of the very 

considerable time and expertise he had devoted to bringing the project to this final 

stage. 

  

5) Finance & General Purpose 

The minutes of the meeting held on 8 Jan 15 were discussed and its  

recommendations were agreed as follows: 

 

Precept - of £53,000 for 2015/16.  This is the same as last year and allows us to 

save capital for new lights. 

Transfers from current to capital - of £2,000 before the end of 2014/15 and of 

£5,000 in 2015/16 

Appointment of Internal Auditor - to be Mr Harold Porter 

Donation - to the Open Spaces Society of £50 

 

The Programme of meetings for 2015/16 will be issued shortly. 

 

6) Local Area Forum 

Cllr Bayley reported on the meeting held on 14 Jan 15 for which the minutes will 

be circulated in due course.  LAF projects were not discussed.   

Each LAF is to receive £11,200 for two successive years to fund projects to do with 

the health of Bucks residents.  This could fund e.g. adult exercise equipment in the 

KG Recreation Ground. 

 

7) Recreation & Open Spaces 

No meeting had been held and so the minutes of the 20 Nov 14 Council Meeting 

were reviewed and there was discussion of the following items: 

 

W/Hill track repair -  There was a site meeting to assess the scope of repair needed.  

A quote is to be obtained. 

Pistles Pond - much work has been on trees and reeds.  An old bench has been 

cleaned and another has been removed.  A new bench was to have been installed in 

memory of Aubrey Lacey, but has not been followed up.  A slab perimeter path is  
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in a dangerous condition and is to be fenced off.  Considerable New Zealand 

Pygmy weed has been pulled out.  There will be five annual strims instead of three.   

Beacon Hill garden plots - The roadside hedge has been drastically reduced in 

height and width. 

KG Zip Wire - The tyre has split and so it no longer acts as a buffer preventing 

children hitting the wooden supports.  The seat has therefore been removed and 

CTR maintenance are repairing it. 

KG Litter bins -  We still await quotes for a closed litter bin to replace the existing 

open one at the Seeleys Road end. 

Joint meeting CWPC -  There is little demand for a meeting. 

Widmer Pond - The new perimeter path has been successfully completed and a 

clearance morning with the Chiltern Society has done good work. 

Penn Street Church field,  Japanese knotweed - A final inspection of the treatment 

work took place on 12 Nov 14. It found that all previous sites had been successfully 

treated and no re-growth was found, but 'a few new stunted canes were identified 

near the playing pitches and treated'.  A meeting was recommended for early 

summer of 2015 to review and agree any future work and we will be given a date in 

due course.  We have asked if it is now safe to resume a yearly cut back of the 

undergrowth which is getting increasingly strong and so more difficult to manage.  

Grazing cattle could be an alternative.  An electric fence would be needed. 
  Penn Street field QE II gate - needs painting and repair with self-closing hinges.  

John Clark will fit a new hinge (£120) and quote for painting. 

Parish grass-cutting -  We need two more quotes for the 3-year contract.  Brian  

Lock has prepared grass-cutting maps.   

Whielden Lane picnic area - The County Council is looking into the possibility of  

selling the land, but before doing so, of establishing a definitive FP through it. 

Meanwhile they will see if there is funding to get the hedge cut low to reduce  

nefarious activities.  Some surfacing is needed on the path through the wooded 

area.  Cllr Morley suggested chips of concrete which had been successful in  

Common Wood. 

Whielden Lane FP - the steps leading down at the picnic area end of the new FP 

along the side of the field need more stones.  The wooden edge is standing proud. 

ATC to be alerted. 

 

 

Minute No 249 

     Accounts for  

     Payment 

The list of cheques was approved. 

 

 

 

Minute No 250 

Date of Next 

Meeting 

 

 

The next meeting will be held in the Penn Church Hall on Thursday 19 March 

2015.   It will be preceded by the Annual Parish Meeting starting at 8pm 

 

 

  

 

 


