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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PENN PARISH COUNCIL  
HELD ON 15 MAY 2014 IN THE CRICKET PAVILION, KNOTTY GREEN 

 
Present Cllrs  Mrs M. Seymour  

          M.J.Bayley  
          B.R.Lock  
          M.A.Morley 
          M.Newth-West  
          C.Pointon-Taylor  
          M.J.Raszpla 
Clerk  M.S.Green 
 

 
Apologies 

 
 Cllrs Mrs K.Dicker, A.S.Hardie, County Cllr David Schofield 

 
Election of 
Chairman 
 

Cllr Mrs Seymour was the only nomination and was unanimously re-elected as 
Chairman. She then signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 
 

Election of vice-
Chairman 
 

Cllr Morley was the only nomination and was duly elected.       
 

Democratic Half 
Hour 

Gerry Westmacott and Stuart Wapshare, both of Seeleys Road, were present to 
observe the process of a council meeting.  
PCSO Fran Allen, has recently succeeded Laura Burns and discussed the 
gratifyingly little crime reported in the parish - some shed and vehicle break-ins, a boy 
racer on the roads around Penn Street and W/Hill and reports of m/cs in Common 
Wood.   The KG pavilion has not been damaged for some time. 
Greg Hopkins – reported on the allotments which are very largely in extremely good 
order and was congratulated on his part in encouraging the enthusiasm and activity of 
the allotment holders.  
Roger Whitehead, Chairman, and James Crowther, Secretary, of the Knotty Green 
Cricket Club reported that the Club was doing very well with growing numbers of 
senior players and youngsters.  Grateful thanks were offered for the Club’s hospitable 
hosting of the meeting. 
. 

Committees & 
Appointments  
 

The list of Committees & Appointments was reviewed and no changes were made. 

Minute No 218 
Minutes of 
Meeting held on 
20 Mar 14 
 

The Minutes were agreed and signed by the Chairman 

Minute No 219 
Matters Arising 
From Minutes 
 

It was agreed that all matters would be covered in Committee reports 

Minute No 220 
Reports From 
Committees 

1) Planning 
There have been two meetings with 21 applications.  We made two objections                                              
of which a brief summary was given.  We expressed concern about the need for 
adequate parking and turning space on the former Knotty Green garage site.   Our 
comments on the proposed changes to the Policies Map for Chiltern district were 
briefly reviewed - a copy is attached to these minutes, and the four current appeals 
were reviewed.  
It was noted that CDC's Safety Advisory Group (SAG) had been notified of the Penn 
Festival (18-20 July) and the Penn Street Beer Fest (11-13 July) for which the landlord 
has been sent a list of questions. 
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2)  Lighting sub-committee - held on 24 April 14.  The minutes were 
carefully reviewed and all the recommendations were agreed.   Application procedures 
for the Salix loan are being studied.   Cllr Bayley was thanked warmly for his 
excellent work on the project. 
 

3) Clerks’ Liaison meeting – held on 28 April 14.  The Notes on the meeting 
have been circulated and were briefly reviewed. 
 
4)   Highways Liaison –  The minutes of the meeting held on 7 May 14 were 
reviewed.  The new system is still bedding-in and not much progress has been made 
on our various requests with the major exception that the stretch of B474 between 
Potters Cross and Penn church is soon to be repaired and micro-surfaced.   We should 
remind Si Khan not to repaint the yellow bars on the road. 
Litter on New Road, Penn Street - There is a regular problem here and we need to try 
to find out where it is coming from. 
 

5) Finance & General Purposes  -  held on 8 May 14.  The minutes were 
reviewed and recommendations agreed.  There was further discussion on the 
following items: 
 
Clerk’s pay & allowances for 2014/15 –  NALC have not yet made any 
recommendation on an inflationary increase.   
Audit 2013/14  -  It was noted that the Internal Auditor had no criticisms of the 
account and has signed Section 4 of the Audit Annual Return.   He has also checked 
and agreed sections 1 and 2 together with an explanation of the differences between 
the totals for 2012/13 and 2013/14, and so has the F&GP Committee.  Sections 1 & 2  
were then agreed by the Council and signed by the Chairman and Clerk.  A note of 
dates when the accounts are open for inspection by electors, together with a summary 
of electors’ rights will be circulated to be displayed on each notice board.   The Audit 
Return will now be sent to Mazars. 
LAF grants for 2014/15 - A total of £9,234 has been recommended for our three 
projects and it was agreed to divide it as follows:  Widmer Pond path, £2,250; 
Common Wood FP66, £3,500;  Whielden Lane pavement, £3,484.  Furthermore it was 
agreed to try and divert the Whielden Lane grant to the proposal for a FP across Penn 
Estate land to the picnic area towards the end of Whielden Lane. 
Penn Parish website - statistics had been circulated.   Cllr Lock asked for ideas for 
rejuvenating the website. 
 
6) Recreation & Open Spaces  -  held on 12 May 14 were reviewed and the 
recommendations were agreed.  The following points were noted: 
 
W/Hill track repair -  A summary of previous Council decisions in 1995 is attached to 
these minutes.  It was agreed that the cold tarmac quote by Amersham Town Council 
of £118 for repair of the large pothole would be accepted; that quotes for the overall 
repair of the track should be obtained; that a meeting of residents should then be called 
to discuss future maintenance policy. 
War memorials - Application forms are being submitted to the War Memorial Trust 
for the Penn and Penn Street memorials.  Coloured photographs are needed.  
Donation - of £50 to the Open Spaces Society was agreed. 
Footpaths - It was agreed that  in future they should be dealt with by the Open Spaces 
Committee, not the Highways Committee. 
Penn Street Common - its use with a marquee for a cystic fibrosis fund-raising day in 
early September was agreed. 
Football on W/Hill common - A request had been received for the use of the common 
for  a new team in Chesham Sunday League.   This was considered with some care but 
it was decided that the common, surrounded as it is by houses, is not a suitable place 
for football.  
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Minute No 221 
Parish Councillor 
vacancies 
 
Minute No 222 
Accounts for 
Payment 
 

 
 
Gerald Westmacott and Stuart Wapshare declared themselves willing to serve as 
Parish Councillors and were formally co-opted and warmly welcomed. 
 
 
The list of cheques was approved. 

Minute No 223 
Date of Next 
Meeting 
 

The next meeting will be held in Penn Church Hall at 8 pm on Thursday 17 July 2014.   

 


