
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PENN PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD ON 16 JANUARY 2014 IN THE  COMMUNITY HALL, FORTY GREEN 

Present Cllrs Mrs M.Seymour (Chairman) 

         D.J.Baker 

         M.J.Bayley 

         Mrs K.Dicker 

         A.S.Hardie  

         B.Lock 

         M.A.Morley 

         M.Newth-West 

         C.Pointon-Taylor 

         M.J.Raszpla 

    Clerk M.S.Green 

 

Apologies Cllr David Schofield 

 

Minute No 205 

Democratic 

Quarter Hour 

 

Our new Local Area Technicians, Wayne Fabian and Michael Raven, introduced 

themselves and explained the new arrangements for working in pairs with one 

office-based and the other travelling about.  The area they cover is vast including 

Amersham, both Chalfonts, Beaconsfield and Gerrards Cross. They urged reporting 

through TfB and through their website.  Specific and detailed reports (e.g. the size 

& depth of a Cat. 1 pothole) would be dealt with much quicker than vague e-mails.  

Mr Bob Massie, representing the Red Lion, Knotty Green, explained that the 

brown tourist sign outside the Red Lion directing visitors to another pub had been 

reinstated despite a decision by the County made over a year ago not to replace it 

after it was knocked down in a car accident.   No good reason had been given and 

he thought it was an injustice and that the decision should be properly reviewed.  

The Parish Council agreed and will write to the Cabinet Member for Transport with 

a copy to Cllr Schofield and Si Khan.  

 

Minute No 206 

Minutes of 

Meeting held on 

21 Nov 13 

 

The Minutes were agreed and signed by the Chairman.   

 

 

 

Minute No 207 

Matters Arising 

From Minutes 

 

It was agreed that all matters would be covered in Committee reports. 

 

Minute No 208 

Reports From 

Committees 

1) Planning 

There have been three meetings with 27 applications.  We commented on 13 but 

objected to none.  The conversion of Regius Court from business to residential use, 

the conversion of a barn at Penn Meadow Farm to residential use, and the erection 

of a triple garage at Woodlands, Beacon Hill, were the more significant 

applications. 

 

2) Highways 

Highways meeting - The minutes of the meeting held on 11 Dec 13 were reviewed 

and progress noted.   

 

Highways Liaison meeting - The minutes of the meeting held with David Griffiths 

on 4 December 13 were reviewed.   An early meeting will be arranged with our 

new LAT team. 



Salt bin, Forty Green Road funnel -  This has still not been filled with salt and we 

should report it yet again, alerting Si Khan. 

Parish Footway Lighting - Cllr Bayley circulated a spread sheet summarising the 

capital costs and savings on running costs of all the possible options for changing 

the type of lights and their regimes for maintenance, scouting and repair.  We still 

need more information on the possibility of interest free capital loans, and await a 

response from County as to whether they are willing to take over all the lighting.   

It was agreed to call a Lighting sub-committee meeting early next week to make 

final recommendations 

 

3) Local Area Forum 

Cllr Bayley reported on the meeting held on 15 Jan 13.  Christine Gardner, the 

Locality Manager, is handing over to Jackie Wesley.   A new guide to the Local 

Priorities Budget and a pamphlet summarising the Amersham LAF Area have been 

produced. 

 

4) Finance & General Purpose 

The minutes of the meeting held on 9 Jan 14 were discussed and its  

recommendations agreed.  There was further discussion of the following: 

 

Transfer from capital to current a/c in 2013/14 - It was agreed that £3,000 should 

be transferred back before the end of the year to avoid an end-of-year deficit. 

Transfer from current to capital a/c in 2014/15 - It was agreed that we should 

budget to transfer £2,000 to provide support for capital projects. 

Annual Precept 2014/15 -  The F&GP Committee's  justification for recommending 

an increase to the precept to provide the capital to renew our street lights is 

accepted and it is agreed to increase it to £55,000 if so advised by the Lighting 

Committee which will be meeting within the next week.  A careful explanation will 

be given in the Annual report. 

Bids for LAF funds - We are bidding for three projects and the Whielden Lane 

pavement, which would be a TfB project, has already been submitted.  the other 

two will follow shortly. 

Internal Auditor - The appointment of Mr Harold Porter was agreed. 

 

5) Recreation & Open Spaces 

No meeting had been held and so the minutes of the 21 Nov 13 Council Meeting 

were reviewed and there was discussion of the following items: 

 

Amendment of the KG Cricket Club lease  -  Following the discussion at the May  

Council meeting, the Club is about to submit a planning application.  Closing time 

has been brought forward from 11.30pm to 10.30pm.  We have suggested a wider 

notification than just the immediate neighbours.  

 KG Play area rubber tiles & wet pour -  Wicksteed’s £1,625 contract to repair wet 

 pour gaps has been largely completed. 

Sheep Washing Pond - A site meeting with Tom Barron agreed a plan to build up 

the bank with clay and a liner to prevent the water spilling over into the neighbour's 

garden. 

 Trees down - one by Sheep Washing Pond; one on the grass triangle opposite the 

 Red Lion; one from 7 Dower Close across our track leading to Throsher's Wood; 

 one in the KG allotments. 

Japanese Knotweed in Penn Street Church Field – This has been treated twice, in 

July and August, and a third visit on 30 Oct 13 reported it had all died back.  A 

final visit in early summer 2014 is planned.  Thereafter we can resume mowing if 

we wish.  



 New Zealand Pygmy Weed (Crassula) – needs to be cleared from both Pistles   

 and Penn Street ponds when they dry out sufficiently.   A start has been made in    

 Penn Street,though inhibited by many newts and now full of water. 

 W/Hill Common -  The proposal to cut the lower LH side of the common only twice 

 a year and cut the main common more often was supported by the Res. Assoc.,   

 with mown strips around the roadside edges and the Nelson Close edge.  The 

 muddy area outside the allotments has been improved. 

 Widmer Pond – The clearance session on 9 Nov 13 was postponed because of rain  

 and the earliest date for the Chiltern Society volunteers is Saturday 8 March. 

Penn Common trees – the small-leaved limes hanging branches have been tidied 

up. 

Annual tree inspection - has been completed and Pete Whipp asked to carry out 

some minor tasks. 

W/Hill Play area gatepost - needs a concrete base. 

Pistles Pond bench - The John Broadbent seat is falling apart. It is a CPRE 

memorial donation and they have been informed. 

 

 

Minute No 209 

     Accounts for  

     Payment 

The list of cheques was approved. 

 

 

 

 

Minute No 210 

Date of Next 

Meeting 

 

 

The next meeting will be held in the Penn Church Hall on Thursday 20 March 

2014.   It will be preceded by the Annual Parish Meeting starting at 8pm 

 

 

Minute No 211 

AOB 

 

Cllr David Baker announced that his move to Marlow was imminent and he was 

presented with a voucher and a card signed by all his colleagues who expressed 

their warm appreciation for his 7 1/2 years of helpful and active service to the  

parish.    

 

 


