
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PENN PARISH COUNCIL 
 HELD ON 16 JANUARY 2020 IN THE COMMUNITY HALL, FORTY GREEN 

 

 
Present     Cllrs   R.Bentham(Chair)         

         Mrs M.Seymour 

         Mrs K.Dicker  

         D.Lander 

         M.A.Morley 

         M.West 

         C.Hurst 

         G.Westmacott 

         R.Bentham 

         Mrs J.Creasy 

 

Clerk N.F.Webster 

Vistors: J.Waters, Mrs J.Burton 

Apologies Mrs R.Pocock, Mrs I.Darby 

 

Minute No 374 

Democratic Quarter of 

an Hour 

 

Community Infrastructure Levy has been introduced across Chiltern District and will 

apply to planning applications approved after 17 February 2020. It is charged at 

£150/sqm on additional houses and large extensions.  Parish Councils get 15 per cent 

of receipts, but 25 per cent if we have a neighbourhood plan in place. CIL will need 

to be claimed by the Clerk each year.  Parish CIL receipts can be used to fund 

infrastructure, in Penn parish, for example road improvements but the road chosen 

does not have to be linked to the development levied.  J.Water's noted CIL will not 

make up for the shortfall in infrastructure but it will ensure the gap does not 

increase.  One benefit of having a Neighbourhood Plan is the parish could received 

10 per cent more (25% of receipts). 

Re-organisation - Buckinghamshire Council's Budget has been created and will be 

considered by the Shadow Executive on 27 February 2020. The new budget 

combines the various District Councils and the old County Council's budgets. 

Savings are being directed towards front-line services. 

Buckinghamshire Council comes into being on 1 April 2020 and all the existing 

District Councillors will transfer to the new Council for one month until Council 

elections take place on 7 May 2020. There is a period of about 1 month where there 

are no meetings, other than statutory ones, and the first BC meeting will take place 

on 9 May 2020. 

Waste contract - there has been staff changes at SERCO who are losing staff which 

is causing delivery problems. 

  

Minute No 375 

Minutes of Meeting held 

on 21 Nov 19 

 

The Chair agreed and signed the minutes of the last meeting 

            

Minute No 376 

Matters arising from 

Minutes 

It was agreed all matters arising would be covered in Committee reports. 

 

  

 

Minute No 377 

Reports from 

Committees 

 

1) Planning  -  There have been three meetings on 25 November 2019, 17 

December and 14 January 2020.  28 applications have been considered.  We 

made 15 no comments, 5 were concerns, 3 cases were referred to the Tree 

Officer and 2 were restrictions to equine use. There were 2 strong objections 

to the Royal Standard of England's application to legalise unapproved 

development works and 1 Disraeli Place - where we objected to the creation 



of an access onto the Penn Road for more flats.  The house faced the Penn 

Road and had an original access off the Penn Road, hence is treated as a house 

on Penn Road even though its access was now via Disraeli Park, so our call-

in request failed on this basis. We also objected to 11 Mynchen Road - which 

had no vehicular access or parking, though the application was later approved. 

 

Future Planning arrangements -  M.West noted South Bucks District and 

Chiltern District will be separate again. In future, we will need to quote 

material planning considerations when we comment on planning applications 

and a senior planning officer will be able to refuse our call in request if we do 

not. Call in requests will go to the Area Committee and there will also be a 

Strategic Committee which will hear larger applications (300+ homes).  

M.Morley queried how housing need figurers were calculated in the 

Developing Local Plan (DLP).  J Waters reported the DLP creates a 20 year 

housing supply which will be reviewed every 5 years. So in 5 years a unified 

local plan could be created, but this will be very complex and it is not clear if 

there will be housing numbers for the whole authority. M.West said a strategic 

view from planning would be helpful. Clerk 

 

Red Lion - G.Westmacott reported attending  a meeting of the Red Lion, 

Knotty Green support group as a local resident.  Several options were 

discussed including Punch Tavern's offer to develop the car park of the site 

leaving the pub with just 5 car parking spaces.  Council noted that it could not 

support this. 

 

2) Highways  -  there has been one meeting on 11 December 2019, 

M.Morley summarised the Minutes. 

 

Update on parking controls - a grant of £4,791 from the Local Area Forum 

was confirmed towards the costs of the parking scheme. An informal 

consultation has gone ahead on measures for 3 sites. Coppice Farm Road 

junction could be tackled without a consultation say BCC, as parking breaches 

the Highway Code and the situation at Curzon School at Penn Street is the 

same. Along Elm Road, consultation was necessary. Responses showed some 

residents favoured tighter restrictions over weekend parking but others 

considered the scheme 'overkill' given the scale of the problem, more felt it to 

be reasonable with some modifications. Outside Victoria Cottages the bay 

could be made 'Residents Only' if more than half of residents support the 

scheme and letters have been sent to all the tenants. The parish council has 

comments on the scheme including removing the no waiting times on the 

Coppice Farm Road bays, no parking restrictions at the junction of Chancellor 

with Penn Street and a wish to preserve parking to support local businesses in 

the vicinity of the Red Lion, Penn. The Clerk reported there had been more 

than 1,400 responses to the consultation (this includes the Amersham Scheme) 

and feedback was several months away. 

Gullies - a number of sites have been reported. 

MVAS data - has not been downloaded. This will be held over. Clerk 

Community Speed Watch - small portable handheld devices can be used say 

Thames Valley Police, instead of the Sentinel camera, though the camera can 

be borrowed free of charge. Two groups one in Winchmore Hill and one in 

Knotty Green have expressed an interest in CSW and TVP will be alerted. 

Clerk 

 

3) Finance & General Purposes  -  the minutes of the meeting of 8 

January 2020 were reviewed by Mrs M.Seymour :-. 

 

    Internal Auditor - Mr H.Porter was re-appointed 



    Income and Expenditure Account at 31.12.19 was then reviewed followed by the 

Summary of Accounts at 31.12.19 and both were agreed. 

Budget for 2020/21 - the list of capital projects was reviewed and agreed:-   

 Bollards £13,000 

 Penn Street pond £2,000 

 Chancellors - 12,000 

 KGRA wet pour surfaces - £12,700 

 KGCC gate - £3,500 

 Parking Scheme £5,000 

 

Mrs M.Seymour then invited questions on the Budget. Cllrs then discussed and 

agreed the 2020/21 Budget. 

Devolution – a 2 year extension to the existing devolution contract has been 

agreed at the same annual rate of £4,478. Our request to increase the budget 

was rejected.  

Risk Assessment - the Parish's updated Risk Assessment of 16 January 2020 was 

reviewed and agreed. 

Minute No 378 

Setting 2020/21 Precept 

Mrs M.Seymour recommended the 2020/21 Precept be increased by £3,100 to be set 

at £65,700 (v 2019/20 £62,600). This represents an above inflation increase of 

4.9%. The estimated Band D charge is expected to rise to £27.24 a 4% rise on 

last year (v 2019/20 £26.04) . The increase which had been unanimously 

recommended by the F&GP Committee was then agreed. 

Minute No 379  

Devolution Pilot 

The Clerk attended Localism Workstream meetings at BCC, charged with 

considering working arrangements between the new Unitary Authority and parishes. 

As a result, Penn had been invited to put forward a business case for more service 

devolution. Although there were certain advantages such as being able to choose the 

most attractive services to the parish (probably non-urban grass cutting and sign 

cleaning), and building closer working relationships with the new officers, a 

considerable amount of work would be involved in writing the business case with no 

guarantee of acceptance. The financial offer was also unclear. R.Benthan said he 

supported the County's aims but felt the parish was not sufficiently resourced and it 

would be more sensible to wait for BC's discrete service 'devolution packages' to be 

decided and look at the financial arrangements on offer and this was agreed. Further 

devolution is unlikely to be before April 2021. This was agreed. 

Minute No 380  

Amendment to Standing 

Orders 

An amendment to Standing Orders to move Penn Parish Council meeting nights to a 

Wednesday had been circulated to Council and R.Bentham invited Councillors to 

approve the change which was unanimously agreed. 

Minute No 381  

Schedule of meeting for 

2020/21 

The 2020/21 programme of meeting was circulated and approved with a couple of 

amendments. The revised programme will be re-circulated to Councillors and a 

Notice of Public Meetings put on the website and local notice boards. Clerk 

Minute No 382 

Accounts for 

Payment 

The list of cheques was approved. 

Minute No 383 

AOB 

Community Boards  -  it was agreed to organise a meeting of the Re-Organisation 

Committee in the Spring to consider how the parish will work with the new 

Community Boards. Clerk One option is for Councillors to attend the Community 

Board meetings on a rota basis. 

 

Minute No 384 

Date of Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be held at 8pm on Wednesday 18 March 2020 in the 

Parish Rooms at Penn. 

 

 


