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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  
AND OF THE PENN PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD ON 16 MARCH 2017 IN THE PENN CHURCH HALL 

 
Present Cllrs  Mrs M. Seymour (Chairman) 

         C.Hurst 

         D.Lander 

         M.Morley          

         M.Newth-West 

         M.Raszpla 

         G.Westmacott                        

 

 Clerk N.Johnson 

 

Apologies  Cllrs R.Bentham, Mrs Jane Creasy, Mrs Kate Dicker 

 

 

Annual Parish 

Meeting 

Mr A.Janes was welcomed by the Chairman, on behalf of Penn Orienteering. The 

club ran a successful event in Penn Wood/Common Wood in 2015 and plan to 

repeat it on 2-3 December 21017. The Sunday morning event is expected to attract 

300 orienteers and the Saturday one fewer, as night time orienteering is a niche 

sport. Start times are staggered, participants navigate their way around the course. 

Maps of the route through Common Wood and Penn Wood were then circulated to 

the Council. 150 cars are expected and off street parking has been arranged with the 

Manager of  De Havilland Court, S Buckle. The Southern Night Championships 

will be held which will attract national entries. 200 entries are anticipated. 

Competitors will park as arranged and the Village Hall has been booked as the 

event centre.  Competitors will carry torches and cross Gravelly Way. There will be 

a control either side of the road run by Marshalls and Bucks County Council, 

Transport for Buckinghamshire have been advised. There is a variety of courses 

from 1km for young runners, up to 8-10km for adults and local participants are 

welcome. Cllr D.Lander offered to publicise the event via the Penn Street Village 

Facebook page in the autumn and this was agreed.   

 

              

                 PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
 

 Cllr M.Morley queried whether a report of yesterday’s meeting with Cllr I Darby, 

prospective District Councillor for the Penn and Old Amersham Ward would be 

dealt with under AOB. Chairman M.Seymour noted she had met with Cllr Darby at 

the Chairman's Liaison Meeting, but there was little to report. A decision on the 

new structure of Local Government in Bucks could be made by DCLG as early as 

April, but it was unclear which if any of the proposals would be accepted, or if the 

decision might be delayed. The status-quo is an option. Cllr Morley suggested 

recording a meeting had taken place and the Clerk agreed.  
Minute No 331 

Minutes of Meeting 

held on 19 Jan 17 

 

The Minutes were agreed and signed by the Chairman 

 

 

Minute No 332 

Matters Arising 

From Minutes 

 

It was agreed that all matters would be covered in Committee reports. 

Minute No 333 

Reports From 
1) Planning  -  There have been 3 meetings not 2 as indicated on the agenda, on 
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Committees 14 March, 27 February and 31 January with 35 applications.  We made 25 No 

Comments, 3 cases were referred to the Tree Officer, 4 Concerns, 1 Objection and 

3 Strong Objections.  The Strong Objections were to further garages on the Regius 

Court development. Mr R.Peck, a neighbour, has been in touch with the Council 

regarding the development as various structures have been attached to his property 

without consent. Cllr M.Newth-West has agreed to visit the site. It is understood 

this application will be considered by CDC's Planning Committee on 13 April. 

Cllrs also objected to an unattractive asymmetrical dormer extension at Wickets 

End, Elm Road (formerly Mayfields) which it felt will not enhance the appearance 

of the house, situated in the conservation area. Also to the building of apartments 

on the Woodchester, Knotty Green. Cllr M.Newth-West noted this was a worrying 

example of creeping development. Despite having 5 houses agreed, the developers 

now wanted to replace one house with 6 apartments.  Of particular concern is the 

limited space for parking, which is illogically organised. Highways is also 

concerned about access for emergency vehicles added the Clerk.  

   

2) Recreation & Open Spaces – Cllr K.Dicker is unwell, so the 

Chairman asked the Clerk to summarise the two main issues from the Committee 

meeting of 23 February:- 

 

Knotty Green Crick Club -  A reputable local surveyor, Thomas and Thomas, Mr 

C.Callard, has quoted for surveying the building £800.00, or £135/hr.  We have 

requested agreement from the Cricket Club, who hold a tenant’s repairing lease 

under which they are responsible for all maintenance expenses.  Mr J Coppock, 

President, now has a copy of the lease, but was previously unaware of the Club’s 

maintenance responsibilities. The President reported the Club’s ambition is to re-

place the building with a brick pavilion and to renew the current lease which 

expires in 2019.  The current lease is at a peppercorn rent for 30 years and the 

agreement does not include provision for review of the fabric of the structure 

during the lease term.  A brick building would be resistant to vandalism and of use 

to the wider community. The current wooden structure is 50 years old. He 

estimated the cost could be £150-£170,000 and requested the Council consider his 

proposals.  The Clerk noted Sports England Community Asset Fund provides 

grants of up to £150,000 and has made an initial application. Cllr R.Pocock 

commented the wooden structure has been repeatedly vandalised and looks like it 

poorly maintained which is undesirable, Cllr C.Hurst agreed. Cllr M.Morley added 

a survey was required and the Council should pay for one if the Club was unable to.  

However, the obligation is on the Club to maintain the building and perhaps using 

taking from the bar. Clerk to request a copy of the Club’s recent accounts.  

Chariman M.Seymour said the proposal was an issue the Council will need to 

consider carefully. Repairs must be a priority. The current building requires 

maintenance and renewing the Club’s lease will require the Club to demonstrate 

they are performing their maintenance obligations. Re-developing the site is an 

ambitious project and both the Club and the Council would need to contribute.  

Another alternative is for the Council to make a donation to the scheme.  The 

current building is owned by the Council, which is desirable.  It is unlikely the 

Council will have the money to develop the building until the Street Light 

Development scheme is complete, unless external funding is available. 

Cllr M.Razspla wished to see the building preserved as a sports facility for cricket, 

as wider use could impact local residents. Cllr Seymour noted that as owners of the 

pavilion the Parish Council can control its use carefully and it was agreed this was 

desirable. But leaving a building un-used for 6 months of the year was likely to lead 

to its deterioration which is not practical.   The land on which the pavilion is 

situated is Common Land and any covenants on the land will need to be checked 

said Cllr M.Morley. Clerk. Cllr M.Newth-West noted that Cricket Club might be 
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struggling as many local pubs are. Considering local residents wishes will be 

important in any redevelopment plans.  As the critical issue is the state of the 

current facility, it was agreed that the Council would be prepared to pay 50 per cent 

of the cost of the Survey if necessary. Clerk 

Knotty Green Play Area – Kompan and Wicksteed reputable play equipment 

companies have been approached to provide schemes for enhancing the play 

equipment. Mr J.Jarman, Kompan, was then asked to present his ideas to the 

Committee. His brief was to suggest attractive new items, to build co-operative 

play.  A piecemeal approach will need to be taken to acquiring new equipment, as 

funds are tight.  Several pieces of old equipment require repair, including the 

Supernova and matting under the double swing. These were highlighted at the most 

recent inspection (November 2016). The swing matting is targeted for repair first, 

within the recommended 6 months (April).  It was agreed repairs were a priority 

before investment. There is £3,000 budgeted for 2017/18 so very little will be left 

for new equipment. The proposed new items are a basket swing £2,236, Net 

Twister £8,783, Saturn Carousel (£4,795), Older person’s fitness equipment 

(£5,322) and an Artificial Play Surface (£21,043). Clerk to try to seek funds. Cllr 

C.Hurst wanted invest in a second goal posts and Cllr M.Raszpla suggested we 

approach the Penn and Tylers Green Football Club to see if they had any surplus 

posts. Clerk.  A local Knotty Green resident Mr D.Lambert also suggested a new 

goal post when he queried the 12 per cent increase in the 2017/18 Precept, which is 

for Street Light replacement. 

. 

Enquiry from a local nursey about using the Knotty Green Cricket Club as nursery 

– Cllr R.Pocock reported that following a review of both the Forty Green 

Community Hall and the Cricket Club, the former is more suitable for running a 

nursery. Terms are almost agreed. 

  

6) Highways 

Cllr Morley reported on the Committee Meeting of 1 March:- 

 

Street Light – Forty street lights plus 3 ad-hoc lights will be replaced. The order for 

new lights for Hutchings Road, Howe Drive and Mynchen Road will be placed once 

we receive confirmation that our LAF bid for the Church Road has been re-directed 

to footway lighting. The lead time for delivery of lights is 8-10 weeks, so work on 

site is unlikely to start until June. 

 

MVAS - Cllr Morley reported a fault had developed with the current unit.  It was 

working, then it stopped. Cllr C.Hurst has checked the unit, which is 12v and will 

fail if there are loose connections.  A Community Speed Watch Device may be a 

more attractive alternative as it is portable and can be  used by local volunteers, 

following a Thames Valley Police Training session. TVP also follow up any 

offences with a letter.  Cllr M.Morley reported he had not seen the CSW unit but 

would invite TVP to the next Committee meeting on 14 June. He observed there 

are numerous MVAS locations and his priority for the summer is to move the unit 

around the Parish. The MVAS can provide speed and traffic volume data which is  

an advantage but in practice resources to follow this up have not been in place. 

Highways Liaison Update –  Following items were discussed in detail at the 

meeting with the Local Area Technician’s (LATs):- 

         Repairs budget for 2017/18 has been cut to £11m (v £20m in 2016/17).  

For the Council’s priorities to be included in the 2017/18 repair s programme 

a meeting needs to take place between District Cllr D.Schofiled and the LATs 

to agree priorities. As a result the Clerk contacted both parties and the 
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following was agreed:- 

B474 from Alfriston School to the Red Lion  – to be resurfaced, Summer 

2017. 

Junction of A404 and Penn Street – to be repaired, Summer 2017.  
 
All the other roads are Priority 2, so will be done in 2018 
 
Chancellors, Penn Street is on the rolling 4 year plan 
Horsemoor Lane – will be jet-patched in 2017. Cllr M.Newth-West noted 

work needs to be complete before the Penn Festival on 21/22 July. 
Holtspur Lane - is on the rolling 4 year plan. Cllr G Westmacott queried 

whether TfB have agreed to repair the passing places, as we received written 

confirmation from the LAF they had, and as a result withdrew our LAF bid. 

Clerk to confirm. 
Forty Green Road – this will be monitored by the LATs 
Noaks Lane and Crown Lane – both are in a dangerous condition and require 

jet-patching before the Penn Seven/Fun Run on 18 June. The jet-patcher is 

unsuitable for use in built-up areas. 
 
Cllr M.Seymour noted New Road in Coleshill has been completely resurfaced 

which seems an odd choice as it was in good repair. Cllr D.Lander said road 

closed signs had been put up first on New Road in Penn Street, which 

suggests there may have been an error and the wrong road may have been re-

surfaced. Clerk to enquire. 
 
Gullies 
Work emptying gullies ceased following Storm Doris when the LAT crews 

were called away urgently to deal with a large number of fallen trees. 
 
White Lines 
B474 – the faded road marking have been reported, especially around Saucy 

Corner.  
 
AOB 
 
Comedy Festival, W/Hill, 28-30 April – a date has been agreed with the 

Landlord of the Potters Arms and a marque will be put up on the Common.  

Cllr M.Newth-West will agree where the marquee will be situated, in order to 

avoid any conflict with local walkers and riders and away from overhead 

power cables.  The charities supported this year will be Marie Curie, Cystic 

Fibrosis and Great Ormond Street. Last year’s event raised £2,500 for good 

causes which was is a great credit to the organisers. 
 
Food Festival, W/Hill – it was agreed to invite Mr M.Morton and his co-

organiser to present their plans at the Planning Committee meeting on 4 

April. Eighteen stalls are anticipated in a second marquee, to coincide with 

the Village Show.  Cllr M.Newth-West suggested the general rule is that 

access cannot be restricted to Common Land but there was agreement the 

Village Show would be revitalised by the additional stalls and marquee. It 

was agreed the legal position will need to be checked before holding 

commercial events on the Common. Clerk 
 
Penn Festival 21/22 July 2017 – Cllr D.Lander will attend the SAG meetings, 
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following concerns about last year’s event.  There will be a new traffic 

management plan and an onsite meeting just prior to the event to ensure 

compliance. A further meeting at Penn Street will look into residents’ 

concerns there.  The main issue is traffic congestion, so the traffic 

management plan needs to be managed. This year there will be more signs 

and traffic marshals with body cameras. There will be a separate taxi rank and 

taxi park on festival site to speed drop-off and collection, with its own in/out 

entrance. Drop/offs and pick-ups from the pubs in Penn Street should be 

discouraged, though in practice it was agreed this if very difficult to prevent. 

Communication prior to the event will be multi-channel via Facebook, local 

newsletters, local noticeboards and a leaflet drop will target local residents. A 

more visible Police presence is also required.  
 
Beer Festival, Squirrel, Penn Street – this will not be repeated but a smaller 

event may take place. 
 
Football Stand/Container at Penn and Tylers Green Football Club –CDC, 

Planning Enforcement have now invited the P&TG Football Club to apply for 

Planning Permission for the football stand/container, reversing their earlier 

opinion that it constituted a movable structure. This follows correspondence 

with local residents. 
 
Widmer Pond – a new ladder sign has been erected by CWPC but displays the 

wrong date for the Close Fishing Season. It was agreed to put up prominent 

laminated signs with the correct dates 15 March-15 June. Clerk 
 

 

Minute No 334 

Accounts for  

Payment 

 

 

The list of cheques was approved. Cllr M.Newth-West queried 2 grass cut bills 

which have been paid in March.  Contractor T..Hurst provides a spreadsheet 

indicating  which jobs have been completed but has fallen behind his billing. Clerk 

to circulate the grass cut schedule. Copy invoices will be sent to M.Newth-West. 

Clerk 

Minute No 335 

Date of Next 

Meeting 

The next meeting will be the Annual Meeting of the Council held in the 

Community Hall at 8 pm on Thursday 18 May 2017.  Nominations for Chairman 

and Vice-Chairman are required by Standing Orders at least 7 days beforehand.   

 

 


