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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PENN PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD ON 16 NOVEMBER 2006 IN THE MEMORIAL HALL, WINCHMORE HILL  

Present Cllrs  M.J.Bayley (Chairman) 
          D.J.Baker 
          Mrs C.Barton 
          D.J.Brydon  
          M.J.Raszpla  
          Mrs M. Seymour 
          J.D.Smiley 
          D.A.Swinhoe-Standen 
          C.J. White 
          D.J.White 
Clerk M.S.Green 

Apologies Cllr    M.A.Morley 
Minute No 919 
Democratic 
Quarter Hour 

County Councillor Francis Robinson reported that the White Paper on the 
Reorganisation of Local Government had arrived inviting the County to 
comment and also to make proposals on their preferred system of local 
government, whether unitary or a reorganised 2-tier (County & Districts), by 25 
January.  There was some discussion about this. 

Minute No 920 
Minutes of 
Meeting held on 
21 Sep 06 

The Minutes were agreed and signed by the Chairman 

Minute No 921 
Matters Arising 
From Minutes 

Cllr Smiley reported a useful Chiltern AONB Forum at which he had discussed 
the Corkers Wood barn application with Mrs Gowing of CDC. 
It was agreed that all other matters would be covered in Committee reports 

Minute No 922 
Reports From 
Committees 

1) Recreation & Open Spaces 
There has been no meeting, but the following items were discussed, based on 
the minutes of the full Council meeting of 21 Sep 06; 
Knotty Green allotments  -  Greg Hopkins organised a very successful clean 
up day.  
Knotty Green Cricket and Recreation Ground 
Planting shrubs – The Friends proposal to screen the pavilion was discussed and 
evergreen shrubs rather than trees were agreed. 
Vandalism - Two youngsters were arrested for under-age drinking and parents 
were informed.  Anti-social behaviour will be one of the new NAG’s priorities.   
Litter – The burnt litter bin has been removed but the second or a larger bin near 
the entrance is still needed. 
Pond - Noise and overlooking were discussed with a neighbour in Seeleys Road 
and the path near the fence has been blocked off, but cannot be effective when 
the pond remains completely dry.  Agripower to be consulted about possible 
solutions to retaining water.   
The new information board is now installed by the pond. 
Play equipment – The horse’s head has returned. 
No Parking signs – two more are waiting to be fixed to the wooden fence. 
Red tarmac path – two 25 kilo tubs of Instamac’s cold lay red macadam are 
with Peter Freeman.   
Road barrier at the entrance  - Highways have ruled that a barrier is not needed 
and the Wicksteed inspector has accepted this. 
The Pound – the landlord of the Crown readily agreed to trim the new beech 
hedge. 
W/Hill common underground heat pumps – We wrote explaining the position 
to the Nelson Close applicant, but have heard nothing more.  
Penn Street School field bollard – a surface mounted bollard is to be 
purchased and a quote for a kissing gate obtained.  The main gate will be 
repaired. 
Queensway  -  An informal approach to Charles Brocklehurst of WDC was 
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agreed, to enquire whether Queensway could be used for football matches if it is 
not to be an athletic track.  If the reply is encouraging then we would need to 
stimulate both the Football Club and the Queensway Joint Committee into 
action.  The next scheduled meeting is in June, but we may need to advance this. 
Woodbridge Alley –  A claim for possession is to be made shortly which will 
result in a hearing in chambers before a district judge in the Wycombe County 
Court.  The letter setting out the detail of our claim was agreed. 
Pistles Pond – CWPC’s notice is still in place, but they have agreed to remove 
it.  The memorial seat is to be repaired. 
Widmer Pond  -  A successful reed clearance with the Chiltern Society.  CWPC 
have agreed that Penn should also have a key to the water tap.  A permanent No 
Fishing notice in the Close Season is to be put up. 
P&TG Conservation Area Appraisal  -  Public consultation should start in the 
next few weeks when CDC have agreed the procedures. 
Penn Street Cricket Club land – Lady Mary Gaye has offered the land free to 
the Parish Council, but insists on a proper legal conveyance.   This is underway 
and is likely to cost about £750.  A letter of thanks has been sent to her.  

2) Highways/Local Area Committee 
The minutes of the meeting held on 16 Oct 06 were discussed and 
recommendations agreed.  There was further discussion on the following points: 
Local Area Technician (LAT)  -  LATs will be appointed to particular areas 
and will be our first point of contact for all highway matters.  The aim is to 
improve response and effectiveness about which we and others have been 
complaining. No one has yet been appointed.  Bob Ayres is to be in charge of 7 
LATs.  Meanwhile we should continue to deal with Chris Schwier. 
Potters Cross pumping station  -  All work has been completed on the 
drainage project except for CWPC’s consideration of measures to deal with mud 
and stones coming down their track which is awaited. 
Church Road, Tylers Green  -  We still await Mr Moloughney’s letter. 
Penn Surgery  -  Dr McDermott has promised to remind her staff about parking 
off-site where possible. 
Whielden Lane footway/traffic calming  -

  

RHT has not yet agreed to fund all  
the County’s £36,000 project but may do so.  If there is a shortfall, the balance 
of funds could come from the County’s delegated budget and if necessary it was 
agreed that we should include it in our bids to be submitted  by end November. 
Bus service  -  A revised service  should have been decided by the end of the 
year. 
W/Hill common access  -  No reply received from the Penn Estate about cutting 
the hedge on the corner of Whielden Lane to allow better visibility. Clerk to 
chase. 
Parish Highway projects 06/07  -  Pavements on Seeley’s Estate – The link 
road between Seeley’s Road and The Copse has been dug up and resurfaced and 
an adjacent road is to be slurry sealed.  Potters Cross drainage works are all 
completed as reported above. 
Parish Highway projects 07/08  -  It was agreed that we should propose the 
existing pavement between Knotty Green garage and Drews Park.  Cllr Bayley 
will take photos to illustrate the work requested on the pavement and also for 
the grass triangle at Saucy Corner.  We should check with CDC on the position 
on the additional length of pavement on the other side of the main road required 
by Fram’s recent planning consent. 
Fagnall Lane common land  -  Chase a response from the Penn Estate about 
dumping garden rubbish. 
Fly tipping  -  CDC’s response system is not working at all.  In future all 
complaints should go directly to Peter Woodburn, the head of the department.  
We should let him know this is our intention and ask what is the official 
response time to a complaint. 
Affordable houses, Whielden lane  -  The first owners are already in 
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occupation and the road name signs are in place. 
Signpost near old Penn Surgery  -  It was agreed that the broken cast-iron arm 
should be removed and that a more modern, replacement should not be sought.  
Penn Street pond gullies - We are assured that the clearance of the blocked 
gullies has been ordered. 
Penn Street school field verge  -  We are assured that the verge will be put on a 
regular maintenance schedule. 
Police speed checks  -  We have been sent the report on speed checks on 
Church Road, Penn (2 out of 129 were above 35mph) and Penn Street (1 out of 
25 were above 35mph).  4 fixed Penalty Notices were issued at Penn.   

3) Finance & General Purpose 
The minutes of the meeting held on 19 Oct 06 were discussed and 
recommendations agreed.  There was further discussion on the following items: 
Parish website -  It is up and running and has even earned two plaudits so far 
from the public.  A notice has been put in Village Voice.  Local press 
representatives should be alerted. 
Parish Office  -  No response from the Penn Estate or P&TG Cricket Club. 
Donations  -  An additional £50 was agreed for the Open Spaces Society for 
their work on registering Village Greens. 
W/Hill play area  -  The Memorial Hall Management Committee are interested 
in a small play area in the garden of the hall and it was agreed that local 
members and the Clerk should investigate costs and funding.  CDC’s Open 
Space and Recreation Strategy is likely to be a source of funds. 
Annual tree inspection  -  the recommended work is to be done by Peter Whipp 
on 20 November.  The owner of Pistles Pond Cottage has complained that the 
roots of a large ash are damaging his garage foundations.  Advice is to be sought 
from CDC’s tree officer since the ash is in the Conservation area.  It was noted 
that the tree long preceded the cottage. 
Pub licences  -  We still await the list of pubs with a condition on their licence 
requiring an annual meeting with the Parish Council. (It was later established to 
be the Squirrel, Hit or Miss and Potters Arms).  A reminder letter to go to each 
pub offering a meeting if they feel the need for one. 
W/Hill Memorial tablets  -  The work has been done and bill received.  A 
claim for the £830 grant is to be made. 
e-Bucks hotspot hosts for wireless broadband  -  There was no enthusiasm to 
follow this up. 
BALC’s postal course on being a good councillor  -  Cllr Bayley will review 
the papers to see if it is worthwhile. 
Penn Street Village hall  -  The start of the project has been delayed by soil 
checks and the perceived fire risk of a wooden wall close to a neighbouring 
house.  

4) Planning 
There have been three meetings with 25 applications.  We have commented on 
6, of which a brief summary was given.  There was discussion of the following 
matters: 
Corkers Wood barn – This had been refused, but we still remain concerned 
that no public consultation is necessary under current law.  Cllr Smiley spoke to 
Gill Gowing about this.  She is concerned about setting a precedent but 
promised to look into it. A follow up letter to be sent. 
P&TG Football Club - Cllr Raszpla reported that no enforcement action had 
yet been taken in response to his personal letter of last March.  He had written 
again to Carol Castle on 17 October.    
Telephone masts on Knotty Green triangle – T-Mobile’s application to 
convert  an existing street light has planning consent, but they still require our 
permission to use the site.  Hutchison 3 G’s draft application for a 16m high 
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imitation wood telegraph pole has been revised in the light of our comments, but 
we are taking advice on several issues. 
Penn Street Works -  The application has succeeded, including the small 
industrial units on which we spoke in favour at CDC’s planning committee 
meeting. 
Winter’s Garage  -  Both adjoining neighbours have sent in strong objections 
to the application on much the same lines as the Parish Council’s. 
Regius Court -  the advertisements and the floodlighting have stimulated a 
storm of objections from local residents.  The advertisements require planning 
permission.  The floodlighting does not, but can fall under the new lighting 
pollution legislation as a nuisance to neighbours. 
Local Community Areas  -  We have written objecting to the confusion caused 
by so many different groupings and pointing out that this latest proposal does 
not reflect local loyalties.  Only if district boundaries are ignored can realistic 
groupings be created.  There is to be a meeting called by the County Council on 
27 November.  The Chairman and Clerk will attend. 
Planning on line – Paper copies of applications will fairly soon be phased out.  

5) Joint meeting with CWPC 
A meeting was held on 9 November, but no minutes have yet been received from 
CWPC.   They will be circulated when received.   

Minute No 923 
Accounts for 
Payment 

The list of cheques was approved. 

Minute No 924 
Date of Next 
Meeting 

The next meeting will be held in the Forty Green Community Hall at 8 pm on 
Thursday 18 January 2007. 

Minute No 925 
AOB  

There is a Carol Service with wine and mince pies, in the Forty Green 
Community Hall, led by the Rev. Mike Bisset and the Salvation Army, at 7pm 
on Monday 11 December.   


