
MINUTES	  OF	  THE	  MEETING	  OF	  PENN	  PARISH	  COUNCIL	  
HELD	  ON	  17	  JANUARY	  2013	  IN	  THE	  	  COMMUNITY	  HALL,	  FORTY	  GREEN	  

Present Cllrs Mrs M.Seymour (Chairman) 
         D.J.Baker 
         M.J.Bayley 
         Mrs K.Dicker 
         D.Dixon          
         A.S.Hardie  
         B.Lock 
         M.A.Morley 
         M.Newth-West 
         C.Pointon-Taylor 
         M.J.Raszpla 

    Clerk M.S.Green 
 

Apologies None 
 

Minute No 169 
Democratic 
Quarter Hour 
 

Cllr Graham Harris reported good progress on joint working with South Bucks 
and outlined the improved waste collections arrangements under the new contract 
with SERCO which starts in March.  
Cllr David Schofield reminded us there was to be a County Council election in 
May and that the elected County Councillor would also be covering Old 
Amersham, but not Coleshill.  He had managed to find £300 from his community 
fund towards the cost of new play equipment at Knotty Green.   He noted that there 
was currently no funding left for the devolution of County Council Highways 
services to parishes in which we are interested and he was asked to support a bid 
for another £150,000.  
PCSO Laura Burns, who has just taken over from PCSO Matt Sansom, 
introduced herself, was welcomed and briefed on likely trouble spots.   
 

Minute No 170 
Minutes of 
Meeting held on 
22 Nov 12 
 

The Minutes were agreed and signed by the Chairman.   
 
 
 

Minute No 171 
Matters Arising 
From Minutes 
 

It was agreed that all matters would be covered in Committee reports. 
 

Minute No 172 
Reports From 
Committees 

1) Planning 
There have been two meetings with 15 applications.  We objected to only one, a bid 
to replace one house with five in Woodchester Park, and expressed concern about 
another. There was then discussion of the following matters: 

 
Hill Farm Stables – there is to be a Public Inquiry but the date is not yet fixed. 
8 Eghams Close – The appeal against the refusal to allow two houses in place of 
one was dismissed, but the recent application for an extension of the present house 
has been allowed. 
Penn Wood View – Our request for an Article 4 Direction has not been agreed.   
     

 



2) Highways 
The minutes of the meeting held on 15 Jan 13 were discussed and the 
recommendations agreed.  There was further discussion of the following: 
Devolution of County Highway services  -  It was agreed that we should apply to 
join the queue of parishes awaiting more funding. 
Forty Green Pedestrian Access –A careful explanation was given to the Council of 
the reasons, as set out in the F&GP minutes of 15 Jan 13, for setting aside our own 
Financial Regulations in not getting a third tender and advertising as required by 
para. 3.2.    In fact, para. 11. 1 c  (Contracts) does allow us to make such a decision, 
‘When applications are made to waive financial regulations relating to contracts to 
enable a price to be negotiated without competition the reason shall be embodied in 
a recommendation to the Council’.  It was then unanimously agreed to go ahead 
with SPH Ltd.    
Holtspur Lane – should be reported as badly pot-holed, particularly about 0.2 miles 
or 350 yds before the railway bridge. 
Penn Festival – is to be held on 20/21 July on Penn Estate land as last year.  
HS2 – The Judicial Review reports in the next 10 days and there will then probably 
be an appeal.  There is a concerning proposal to move the route south of 
Amersham. 
TfB service Information Centre – The value for money spent on a variety of 
expensively printed pamphlets was questioned. 
 
 
Local Area Forum – A report on the meeting of 16 Jan 13 included the following 
matters: 
Liaison meetings with our LAT  -  Si Khan has confirmed that in recent months 
there has been an unprecedented number of enquiries from the public to which 
LATs have to give priority, leaving little time for parish needs.  We would do better 
putting our reports through the TfB system rather than direct to our LAT. 
LAF Delegated budget 2013/14 – Bids are still being assessed.. 
LAF priorities – were discussed but amendments are not yet decided. 
E-petition from Beacon Hill residents – Si Khan’s advice is that a specific measure 
should be proposed e.g. flashing lights, which TfB then have to investigate.  We 
could then apply for LAF funds for a recommended solution.   But they have no 
funds for a general feasibility study.   Community Speed Watch could also be a 
useful route. 
The response from TfB on 3 Jan 13 nearly two weeks before the petition closing 
date of 15 Jan 13 does not seem to be good practice.  
Jet-patching repair failure  -  TfB are aware of this and failure seems to be where 
road surfaces are poor or wet. 
White line policy – Bucks do have a policy and will send us a copy.  Nonetheless 
they would still be grateful for our advice via their reporting system when we see 
the need. 
Road closures for special events  -  Chiltern District Council again intends to make 
one application for all events in the year ahead.  There were none for Penn last year 
except for the P&TG Fun Run. 
Priorities for road resurfacing  -  We should check with Si Khan which two 
stretches of road have been selected. 

 

3) Finance & General Purpose 
The minutes of the meeting held on 10 Jan 13 were discussed and its  
recommendations agreed.  There was further discussion of the following: 
Annual Precept -  It was noted that the Parish Council tax base had been reduced by 
2.3% as a consequence of reduced government funding.   This increase will 



marginally increase a Penn Band D contribution from a very low £21.69 to £21.85.  
It was agreed that we should remain with a precept of £50,000.  
Village Care  -  We need to talk to Peter Sachs, the Chairman, to enquire how far 
the service is taken up in Penn Street and Winchmore Hill. 
Street lighting costs – A BALC recommended organisation, Energy Cost Advisors 
Group will get alternative energy quotes for us.  
Registration of Parish land  -  It was agreed that our solicitor should be asked to get 
all our many deeds pulled out of the safe room and checked to see which have not 
been registered with Land Registry.  She will check whether it is possible to make a 
collective registration to save fees and then quote a cost for the work. 
 

4) Recreation & Open Spaces 
There has not been a meeting since the Council Meeting on 17 Jan 13, but  the 
following matters were discussed:  
King’s beech hedge – has been reduced to 6ft high. 
Woodbridge Alley hedge  -  Still awaits a cut generously offered by the Penn Estate. 
Knotty Green Play area  -  We await a verdict on LAF funding for the Wicksteed 
play equipment. 
Double row of trees on Penn Common – Planning permission has been obtained 
and the work will be carried out by Penn Tree Services on 31 Jan 13. 
Widmer Pond  & Gawde Water -  The Chiltern Society have agreed a clearance 
date of 9 March for Widmer Pond.  Gawde Water does not need a visit this year.  
Jubilee oak on Penn Common – An English oak should be ordered, similar to the 
ones just planted on the Back Common. 
W/Hill Common bonfire  -  There are still a good many nails in the grass.  When the 
bill is presented by Tom Barron, the Residents Association will be asked to meet it.   
Request to amend KG Cricket Club’s licence to allow non-cricketing events -    
A note of a discussion on 17 Dec 13 with John Folkard, the Club’s Secretary and of 
the suggested terms of a wider use of the clubhouse set out in a draft letter to him of 
18 Jan 13 were discussed.  It was agreed that the letter should be sent, but with the 
added requirement that the Club would have both to consult neighbours to make 
sure there was not widespread objection and then obtain planning permission for 
change of use.  Meanwhile there was no objection to the TV being installed. 
 
 

      Minute No 173 
      Accounts for   
      Payment 

 
The list of cheques was approved. 

 
 
 

Minute No 174 
Date of Next 
Meeting 
 
 

The next meeting will be held in the Penn Church Hall on Thursday 21 March 
2013.   It will be preceded by the Annual Parish Meeting starting at 8pm 

 
 

Minute No 175 
AOB 
 

There were none. 

 
 


