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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  

AND OF THE PENN PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD ON 17 MARCH 2011 IN THE PENN CHURCH HALL 

 
Present Cllrs  Mrs M. Seymour (Chairman) 

          D.J.Baker 

          M.J.Bayley 

          A.S.Hardie           

          B.Lock 

          M.A.Morley 

          M.Newth-West 

          C.Pointon-Taylor           

          M.J.Raszpla     

           

Clerk M.S.Green 

 

Apologies Cllrs  Mrs S.E.Allen, Mrs Kate Dicker         

    

 

Annual Parish 

Meeting 

Mark Averill, Highways Network Operations Manager for Ringway Jacobs was 

present and discussed the following:   

Redundancies - He said that Chris Schwier would be retiring as Transport 

Localities Team leader the next day and that his eventual successor, covering a 

considerably wider area, would be Si Khan.   The number of Local Area 

Technicians (LATs) would be halved and the appointment of one covering the 

whole of the Amersham LAF area would be made in two weeks time. 

Operations - Ringway Jacobs are in the third year of what could be a 15 year 

contract.  A long discussion of the shortcomings of the present system followed and 

it was agreed that a major culture change was needed to establish efficient and 

effective working practices.   Our LAT will remain our first point of contact and 

should report regularly.  We can report defects directly to him if we wish.   

Community Gangs will continue. 

Forty Green Walkway - He confirmed that Highways would not accept any 

responsibility for ownership or maintenance of the Walkway.  He was asked about 

the provision of a footway at road level and said this would require a feasibility 

study, perhaps funded by LAF.  But neither the study nor any subsequent work 

could be justified without sufficient evidence of local demand from a survey of 

local residents’ views.  He said that traffic lights would not be agreed and that 

Highways would only work within the existing road boundaries, but that in a 

country lane, they could be pragmatic about the need for the ideal 1.5m footway 

(plus 3m carriageway), and there was the possibility of a shared 

carriageway/footway as in Whielden Lane, W/Hill.   

Potters Cross and Knotty Green Ponds -  he will ask Bob Ayres to contact us for 

site meetings to discuss the outstanding questions of cleaning and water flow.  

 

David Schofield, County and District Councillor, was present.  He will discuss the 

concerns expressed at the meeting with Mrs Val Letheren, the Cabinet Member for 

Highways.   He then gave a useful summary of the changes taking place in the 

District Councils resulting from the proposed merger of the roles of three Chief 

Executives. 

 

Annual report 2010/11 - The Chairman announced that a report of the Council’s 

activities during the past year would be published in the forthcoming Annual 

Report which will be will be sent to all parishioners in May/June. 

 

Cllr Mike Newth-West left the meeting at 9pm. 
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                 PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
 

Minute No 103 

Minutes of Meeting 

held on 20 Jan 11 

 

The Minutes were agreed and signed by the Chairman 

 

 

Minute No 104 

Matters Arising 

From Minutes 

 

There were none. 

Minute No 105 

Reports From 

Committees 

1) Highways 

There had not been a meeting, but the following matters were discussed: 

 

Forty Green Walkway  -  A summary of the answers obtained to earlier questions, 

including detailed advice from CDC’s Legal Adviser, was noted. Our application 

for a Certificate of Lawfulness will be refused because we do not own or maintain 

the embankment.   It was therefore agreed that: 

a)  We follow the Planning Officer’s advice and withdraw the application. 
b)  As suggested by Mark Averill, we prepare a questionnaire for local     

residents to establish the degree of need and likely use of the Walkway.   
c) We do not, for the time being, put in a full planning application. 

FP 66 repair -  The main part of the project has been completed at a cost of £2,636, 

to be reclaimed from the LAF grant of £3,000.  

Widmer Pond – Manor Estates promise completion of the Penn bank by 31 March 

at a cost of £3,800.  The LAF grant of £3,000 will be supplemented by a cheque for 

£830 from Cllr David Schofield’s County Council fund. 

Salt bin, W/Hill -  No progress 

Highways Committee meeting  - We need to arrange a date in about three weeks 

time and invite our new Technician. 

Street parties – A blanket Order allowing closure of unclassified roads for Royal 

Wedding (29 Apr-2May) and Big Lunch (5 Jun) parties has been made by the 

County Council. 

Holtspur Lane signs -  David Stowe promises action. 

LAF Delegated Budget 2011/12  -  The delegated budget has been doubled and we 

have been asked for suitable projects.  Ideas suggested were: a) Complete re-

surfacing Church Rd footway; b) Walkway Feasibility study; c)KG Pond water 

supply feasibility study; d) Repair verge School Lane,Penn St; e)Potters Cross 

signpost repair. 

Smoke Alarms  -  the fire service is is offering free Home Safety checks.  A note 

will be put on our website. 

 

 

2) Finance & General Purposes 

There had not been a meeting, but the following matters were discussed: 

 

Grass & hedge-cutting contract –  Grass-cutting has been awarded to Continental 

Landscapes Ltd for £3,098.  We need to give them detailed maps of each site.  Cllr 

Lock offered to help with this.   Hedge-cutting remains with Tom Barron. 

Internal Auditor – Mr Harold Porter has agreed to audit the account again this year.  

Parish Office  -  Final payment to the builder and architect have been made and a 

completion certificate obtained.  An 8% share of the Church Hall’s property 

insurance is agreed.  The lease should be finalised soon.   A notice board has been 

put up and signs ordered.   The patio and surround has been cleared. 

Licence for W/Hill Football Club  -  The Club has agreed the terms of the licence 
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and it is with them for signature. 

Council’s Insurance -  The 3-year contract with Came & Co has expired and their 

quote for another three years is marginally higher than that of a revitalized Zurich. 

It was agreed that we should stay with Came & Co, but that they should be asked 

for a small reduction. 

Hazlemere Road lights - There is to be an article in Village Voice asking for views 

on whether the lights should be turned off at midnight. 

KG street lights  -  All these lights are on all night and a report will be made on the 

pros and cons of turning them off at midnight as are the W/Hill lights.   

 

 

3) Planning  -  There have been two meetings with 19 applications.  We have 

commented on 3 of them including 32 Howe Drive and Penbury Grove, of which a 

brief summary was given.  

Big Bucks Festival (10-12 Jun) & Penn Festival (8-11 Jul) – Both these two large-

scale music festivals to be held in fields near Penn House, have been granted 

licences.   There have been meetings involving local residents and Cllrs Bayley and 

Lock have been closely involved, advising and reflecting local concerns.    

Chilterns Design Award  -  The Parish Office has been submitted for an award. 

P&TG Football Club  -  The Enforcement Officers are in touch with the Club and 

have told us that they will ensure that the broken shields of two of the permanent 

floodlights are fixed as soon as practically possible.  It was also noted that at an 

earlier Council meeting, Cllr Newth-West, on behalf of the Penn Estate, had said 

that the gap in the hedge of Putts Lane would only be open for traffic once a year 

(for 2 days).  

Conference on Localism in Action  - several Members had attended the Conference, 

but had not been convinced that significant change was likely to result. 

HS2 Railway – Cheryl Gillan MP has called a meeting of all Town & Parish 

Council Chairmen in Westminster on 4 May.  Neither our Chairman or vice-

chairman can go.  Cllr Hardie will see whether his 5 May Election duties will allow 

him to go. 

 

 

4) Recreation & Open Spaces 

There had not been a meeting, but the following matters were discussed: 

 

KG Rec Gd bark area -  Manor Estates have removed the bark and laid turf. 

Safagrass needs to be ordered.  A protective fence has been put around it. 

Elm Rd verge  -  posts have been put in and are effective.  The damaged areas will 

be re-seeded in a few weeks time. 

Woodbridge Alley hedge  -  Awaits the Penn Estate hedge-cutter. 
Parish Office over-hanging tree – awaits planning permission. 

Chilterns Access Conference  -  Cllr Baker gave a brief summary of an interesting 

conference.   FP problems can now be reported on line.   ‘Simply Walk’, is proving 

very effective in getting people out for short walks. 

Sheep Washing pond  - Advice on an increased water supply is awaited. 

W/Hill Common cherry tree – is in place and properly guarded and supported. 

W/Hill BT lines -  BT have been asked to sort out their frayed and low-slung 

telephone lines next to the Play Area.  The Eastern Electric post is not safe to climb 

and so BT will visit with a cherry-picker lorry when the ground is harder. 

Travellers, Penn St  -  A group of travellers  camped behind the Penn St factory 

area and has now moved on to the common near the pond.  Cllr lock has informed 

the necessary authorities to get them removed and is trying to arrange placing of 

tree trunks to prevent their return. 

Widmer Pond  -  The Penn bank is shortly to be repaired by Manor Estates.  Close 

season No Fishing signs (!5 Mar-15 Jun) are to be put up, hopefully in concert with 



4 

 

CWPC. 

Japanese Knotweed -  This still needs to be cleared from the Penn St church field. 

New Zealand Pygmy Weed (Crassula) -  needs to be cleared from both Pistles Pond 

and Penn St Ponds. 

Penn Street Pond bench  - The memorial bench is ready to put in place as agreed 

between Cllr Lock and Tom Barron. 

 

      Minute No 106 

      Election 5 May 11 

       

There are to be combined Parish and District elections and a referendum on 

whether the Alternative Vote system should replace the present ‘first past the post’.  

Public notices and nomination papers were distributed.  All Members have declared 

their intention of standing again. 

 

Minute No 107 

Programme of 

meetings 2011/12 

 

The draft programme was considered and agreed.    

A programme tailored for each notice board will be delivered shortly. 

  

 

 

Minute No 108 

Accounts for 

Payment 

 

The list of cheques was approved. 

Minute No 109 

Date of Next 

Meeting 

The next meeting will be the Annual Meeting of the Council held in the Cricket 

Pavilion, Knotty Green at 8 pm on Thursday 12 May 2011.  Nominations for 

Chairman and vice-Chairman are required by Standing Orders at least 7 days 

beforehand.  In the absence of both Chairman and vice-Chairman, Cllr Lock will 

chair the meeting.  

 

 


