
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PENN PARISH COUNCIL 
 HELD ON 17 MARCH 2021 via Zoom 

 

 
Present     Cllrs   R.Bentham (Chair)         

         Mrs M.Seymour 

         Mrs K.Dicker  

         D.Lander 

         M.A.Morley 

         M.West 

         C.Hurst 

         G.Westmacott 

         R.Bentham 

         Mrs J.Creasy 

         Mrs D.Marsden 

         Mrs R.Pocock  

 

Clerk N.F.Webster 

Vistors: Cllr J.Waters, M.Dormer 

Apologies Mrs I.Darby, D.Lander 

 

Minute 424 Annual 

Meeting 

As there were no casual attendees, annual reports, or issues raised the Chair moved 

onto the main business of the meeting.  R.Bentham warmly welcome M.Dormer a 

prospective Unitary Councillor for the Penn & Old Amersham Ward and said the 

Council looked forward to working with him if he was successful. 

Minute 425 Declarations 

of Interest 

There were no Declarations of Interest.  

  

Minute No 426 

Minutes of Meeting held 

on 21 Jan 21 

 

The Chair asked if the Minutes were an accurate record of the last meeting. Mrs 

R.Pocock noted she had attended and it was agreed to correct the list of attendees.   

            

Minute No 427 

Matters arising from 

Minutes 

It was agreed all matters arising would be covered in Committee reports. 

 

  

 

Minute No 428 

Reports from 

Committees 

 

1) Planning  -  There have been three meetings on 1, 22 February, and 16 

March 2021.  24 applications have been considered.  We made 10 no 

comments, 1 was a concern, 6 cases were referred to the Tree Officer, 2 to the 

Historic Buildings Officer, 4 Objections and 1 Strong Objection. The 

Objections were to The Royal Standard of England, 2 Gable Cottage (yet to 

be determined) and the Land opposite The Chinnery where there is an 

application to convert a wooden garage to housing and residential curtilage 

with consequent erosion of the GB/AONB.  The application to convert 

Winters of Penn into a house has been withdrawn, perhaps owing to the lack 

of storage for vehicles at the garage's site at Hammersley Lane.  

 

Neighbourhood Plan – M.West reported on progress.  The Planning 

Committee determined the work on the NP was best done by a small Working 

Group, which reports to the Planning Committee at its scheduled 3 weekly 

meetings.  All Councillors are  welcome to contribute to the Working Group, 

and the aim is to have a document which is widely acceptable to the 

Community. G.Westmacott, who is Project Managing the NP explained how 

far the WP had got.  D.Lander and Mrs D.Marsden  had canvassed all 

Councillors and collected their thoughts and ideas which were very valuable. 



These formed the basis for drafting the NP Draft Objectives, Mrs D.Marsden 

had also produced a questionnaire which had been circulated for feedback.  

The next stage is to determine who does what and when and how to involve 

neighbourhood groups and others who may be interested in contributing to the 

development of the NP.  The NP will focus on planning matters, such as 

homes and businesses and will be developed with the Community and five 

settlements at its heart. Extensive consultation is required and the whole 

process will take 18-24 months. 

 

2) Community Board  -  Mrs K.Dicker reported the Council's bid for 

£4,676 grant funding towards two nest swings had been accepted.  Once 

installed, this will enable children with disabilities to use our play facilities at 

Penn Street and Knotty Green. There are plans to submit another bid for a 

piece of disability friendly equipment at Winchmore Hill.  The Community 

Board Recreation & Open Spaces Sub-Committee is functioning especially 

well, although there are no Minutes of their meetings, the recorded meetings 

are available to watch online. 

 

3) Recreation & Open Spaces  -  the minutes of the February meeting 

were reviewed by Mrs K.Dicker :- 

Allotments - the pandemic has increased the demand for allotments.  At Knotty 

Green several new initiatives are underway and a second Knotty Green 

allotment site (KG2) at Hill Farm Stables has just been started. 

Re-wilding - to encourage wildlife and restore the site's hedges 

Community Stand - to encourage interaction, swop plants, seeds and produce 

Grow to Give Scheme - excess produce will be donated to local food banks and 

collected weekly from the site. Recipe cards have been produced for the 

vegetables and organic gardening videos produced to support allotmenteers to 

improve soil fertility.  Grant funding applications have been made BBOWT 

for the Re-wilding; the Parish has agreed to match fund the application up to a 

maximum of £150.  A bid to the Community Board will be made for Stand 

materials. 

Community Garden, Penn Street - the Rev R.Atkinson and the Church Wardens at 

Penn Street wish to start a Community Garden but need land.  There are 

grants available from the Diocese, but after hearing proposals the Committee 

decided a concise detailed plan was needed before it could consider any use of 

parish land. Also, settling the future of the proposed burial site, in front of the 

graveyard, would be sensible.  There followed some discussion of the 

purchase of the Lady Mary Gaye Field and legal issues associated with this. 

Mrs M.Seymour was opposed to the loss of a future burial site in the Parish.  

M.West said it was important to establish demand for the garden, as he wasn't 

sure the need was there. A wider consultation and feasibility study is sensible. 

Clerk Poly tunnels are not acceptable and the gardening and upkeep would be 

done by volunteers. It was noted no consideration had been given to 

landscaping the site, to make it suitable for older residents eg raised beds. The 

Clerk noted we are waiting for the feasibility study and Mrs M.Seymour said 

we would have to look at it carefully before we made a decision and may need 

legal advice. 

KGCC - we have received £500 towards the bailiffs costs. 

Playground repairs - we have spent £7,063 on recent repairs and inspections, 

across our various sites, as recommended by our Play Inspectors, Wicksteed 

in order to maintain the facilities in good order.  We have done everything 

which is essential, but have no more funds now until the new financial year. 

JKW - our contractor A.Bickley will be approached to treat the field at Penn Street 

Ponds - working parties have been suspended. But it may be possible to work at 

scrub bashing at Gatestakes in May, subject to government guidelines. 

Litter picks - planned for 21 March at W/Hill,  5 June at Penn and 13 June at 



Knotty Green. 

Noticeboard - agreed to fund a Chancellors board using the Contingency fund. 

QEII Field - Curzon School and the diocese have been billed. 

W/Hill Common, bollards - all the posts round the Common which were missing 

or rotten have been replaced at a cost of £500 to prevent anti social parking. 

But the edge of the Common needs granite set edging. 

 

4) Highways 

The Local Area Technician was unwell, so there was no update on recent works. 

Beacon Hill, drainage - I.Atherton a local resident complained about flooding. 

Development maybe a causal issue. The drain to the pond has been cleared but 

the pond overflow needs investigating. Mrs J.Creasy noted there was deep 

excavation work at Little Coppice and they may hit problems which could 

impact Beacon Hill. 

 

Roads for Repair 

  Witheridge Lane - is in poor repair and needs urgent action. This is our top 

priority for repair. The bend close to the Crown is very bad and needs urgent 

attention. The road micro-surface surfacing should last 18 months - 2 years 

but has failed far quicker. 

Paul's Hill/Gatemoor Lane and Bryants Bottom - is dangerous and only passable 

in a 4x4 

Crown Lane and Noaks Lane - need repairing urgently before the summer fun run. 

Common Wood Lane - there is a large hole on the road edge close to the wood. 

R.Bentham noted it was very dangerous as the road is so narrow. M.Morely 

said it was important to do more to report faults and the roads are in poor 

repair. 

W/Hill Common edge - is breaking down 

 

Footways - Salt and snow damage is affecting some pavements. 

  FP66  - is very muddy and caused people to look at alternative way into the 

wood.  The surface is the responsibility of Right of Way but this could be a 

good Community Board project in future. 

Gullies - the B474 has been cleared. Drainage has improved but a number of 

gullies have ironwork which are stuck.  The problems is there is a backlog and 

no time scales for these to be cleared. Buckinghamshire Council has a 

confirmed every gully should be cleared annually. The LAT has been asked 

for a list of the suck gullies. Clerk 

  Potters Cross - the situation is serious. The silt trap and the oil trap are full of silt 

and this is filling the pond and contaminating the water.  A super sucker is 

needed. The gully on the corner is depressed further and gullies on the other 

side of the road also need attention. Cllr J.Waters confirmed there extra 

money in the new budget to spend on gullies. 

 Amersham Parking Review - double yellow lines have appeared and seem to be 

working well. We have received on complimentary statement about 

improvements at Coppice Farm Road. 

MVAS - this needs to be relocated. 

Penn Road, speed limit - a recent petition has attracted 600+ signatures. Speed can 

be a perception problem  and there is a process for escalation of roads with 

Buckinghamshire Council. Community Speed Watch maybe restarting, adn 

could be an option, but efforts to get TVP to conduct an enforcement 

campaign on Penn Road have drawn a blank.  There is no ground screw for 

the MVAS, and this would require grant funding, so for now CSW is a better 

option. Clerk. TfB can also conduct traffic monitoring but this costs money 

and it would not be sensible to monitor traffic levels until they return to 

normal levels.  

 



Verges and Hedges 

    Woodbridge Alley - the roadside hedge needs a further cut. Any other problem 

hedges should be reported to the Clerk. 

    

White lines 

  Potters Cross and Penn Bottom - the lines are fading and need replacing. 

 

Signs 

  Common Wood Lane - we need a timescale for the finger sign's replacement. 

Clerk 

 

HS2 

  We are suffering with HGV's on rural roads and we may need weight limits, but 

there is an enforcement issue here too.  M.Dormer reported he was attending 

the Amersham Action Group which is addressing displacement issues with 

HS2 traffic.  There is the odd lorry driver getting lots but HS2 has an offender 

system which penalises its drivers. The Clerk summarised the response to the 

Parish's question about whether TTRO restricting roads to HGV's were an 

effective deterrent.  TTROs are only effective if they are enforced and BC 

recommend working with the HGV companies instead.  

 

Road sweeping - there are fewer sweeps taking place, they seem to have 

disappeared. Clerk to report problem roads 

 

Street lights - two columns are loose and need repair. Clerk  Stress testing 

columns - some of our columns are 30+ years old and needs to be assessed. 

Clerk 

 

Community Board - we have applied for grant funding for two Highways Scheme 

and wait a response towards the end of April. 

 

TfB Stakeholders Conference 

Grass cuts - BC do 4 a year 

JKW - we need to notify BC if we find it. 

Weed control - weeds break up the road surface and will be sprayed for the first 

time in 3 years by BC. There is no budget to plant road side trees. 

Devolution - non urban grass cutting contracts with parishes will be extended but 

there is no progress on other devolved tasks 

Gullies - machines do 2 days regular/programme cleaning and 3 days reactive 

work. Stuck gullies are added to the remedial programme. Areas of flooding 

are prioritised for attention. 

Ditches - are the landowners responsibility for attention 

 

  

Minute No 429 

Accounts for 

Payment 

The list of cheques was approved.  

Minute No 430 

AOB 

Bike Shelter - M.Morley queried if a location had been decided.  If the store was 

available to Church goers and Hall users, the PPCC and P&TGRS may be prepared 

to contribute. 

Common Wood/Penn Wood parking - visitor car parking on the verges is a problem, 

and they are being cut up; Common Wood needs its own car park said M.West. 

P&TGRS need to apply pressure on the Woodland Trust, as it is unlikely all the 

visitors parking will disappear once lockdown ceases. R.Benthan noted this was 

something PPC could explore as part of the Neighbourhood Plan and it was 

important people could explore green spaces without clogging up the countryside. 

The Chair then left and the meeting was closed, but several councillors remained in 



the meeting room, who wished to discuss individual matters with Cllr J.Waters. 

 

Minute No 431 

Date of Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be held at 8pm on Wednesday 19 May 2021 via Zoom. The 

Parish Council expects to re-start face to face meetings  with effect from 15 

September 2021, government guidelines permitting. 

 

 


