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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PENN PARISH COUNCIL 

 HELD ON 17 JULY 2014 IN THE PENN CHURCH HALL 

 

 
Present Cllrs Mrs M.Seymour(Chairman) 

        M.J.Bayley  

        Mrs K. Dicker 

        A.S.Hardie 

        B.Lock 

        M.A.Morley  

        M.Newth-West 

        C.Pointon-Taylor 

        S. Wapshare 

        G.Westmacott  

Clerk M.S.Green 

 

Apologies Cllr M.Raszpla; County Cllr David Schofield  

  

Minute No 224 

Democratic 

Quarter Hour 

 

Mr T. Prideaux, Chairman of Coleshill Parish Council, came to listen to the 

discussion on devolution of County Council services.  

. 

 

  

Minute No 225 

Minutes of Meeting 

Held on 15 May 14 

 

The Minutes were agreed and signed by the Chairman 

Minute No 226 

Matters Arising 

From Minutes 

 

It was agreed that all the matters would be covered in Committee reports 

Minute No 227 

Reports From 

Committees 

1) Devolution of services - Cllr Lock reviewed the notes of a sub-

Committee meeting on 13 June 2014 and a meeting with Amersham Town 

Council on 11 July 2014, and a discussion followed.  It was agreed that whilst 

there were many uncertainties about cost, effectiveness and increased 

workload, we had been vociferous in our complaints about the way the present 

system has been working and should continue to look into this new way of 

operating.  If it doesn't work, we are able to withdraw and hand back 

responsibilities to the County Council. There is to be a meeting shortly of  

potential cluster parishes around Amersham Town Council.  

 

2) Planning  -  There have been three meetings with 30 applications of  

which we commented on eight and objected to two - Beacon Hill Cottage, 

which has since been refused and for a third entrance to the Dutch House 

which has been permitted though with a requirement for a tree survey and 

replanting where necessary.  It was noted that there have been an unusual 

number of appeals. 

      Heritage Strategy - We have been asked to comment on a revised draft of  

      CDC's first Heritage Strategy.   It is a laudable document, though late in  

      coming, and it was agreed that we should be come up with our suggestions for  

      local listing and heritage assets. 

 

   3) Local Area Forum -  The total of £9,234 allocated to our three   

    projects has been divided up as follows:    

    Widmer Pond path, £2,250 - CWPC will give another £200. It was agreed to   

    accept a quote from Amersham Town Council, but it was subsequently 

    discovered that their quote had been sent in error and should have been much 

    higher.  The lower quote by Manor Estates for £3,259 has therefore been  

    accepted, thus requiring a Parish Council contribution of £809.  

    Whielden Lane FP across Penn Estate land to the picnic area, £3,484. A site  
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    meeting has agreed the line and a quote of £3,084 from Amersham Town    

    Council has been agreed. A further £400 will be spent improving the path  

    through the picnic area.  The intention is to do the work between harvest and  

    planting in mid- August. 

    Common Wood FP66, £3,500 -  Cllr Morley is getting quotes. 

 

4) Highways  -  There has been neither a full committee or a liaison  

meeting, but there was a useful visit on 24 June to the new County depot at  

Amersham on the London Road which provided encouraging evidence that the  

new systems introduced for organising the reporting and execution of work 

will be much more effective.   

Forty Green Road - Cllr Hardie reported the increasing difficulty of driving 

along the road with so many cars parked at the side. 

 

5) Lighting sub-Committee - A detailed requirement for the supply of 

equipment, maintenance and safety checks has been drawn up and sent to four 

potential suppliers.  We have had three bids with some detail still awaited, but 

it was agreed that we should go ahead on the best offer.  Our scouting contract 

with SSE has been cancelled from the end of August and the existing 

maintenance contract is still in place for the time being.   Salix Finance have 

confirmed that if we do not qualify for a 100% interest free loan we can still 

get a part loan and pay the difference.   

 

 

6) Recreation & Open Spaces  -  There has not been a meeting but 

there was discussion of the following matters: 

W/Hill track repair - The big pothole has been repaired.  It was agreed that we 

should get a quote for the  overall repair of the track and then consider whether 

to call a residents' meeting to discuss costs.   

Revised KG cricket club licence - The Club has replied accepting the revised 

terms. 

Queensway - we are awaiting the date of a meeting to discuss the Tranquil Park 

proposal. 

Pistles pond - tree and reed growth in and out of the pond have got out of hand 

and considerable work is needed.  The Penn School should be asked to cut 

back trees and shrubs on their side of the boundary.  There is also considerable 

New Zealand Pygmy weed which needs to be pulled out. 

KG Litter bins - The one at the gate is not being used and needs to be moved. 

Joint meeting CWPC - No date has been fixed. 

Chilterns Conservation Board parish representative - It was agreed to support 

Mr Hugh McCarthy. 

Football on Penn Street school field -  A request has been received from the 

P&TG Football Club for the temporary use of the field for about 30 youngsters 

on Sunday mornings.   It was agreed that the provision by the school of toilet 

facilities and parking was crucial, as well as the need to play away from any 

houses. Cllr Lock will speak to the head teacher.  If it is agreed then it will be 

for a trial period with clear conditions. 

Japanese knotweed on Penn Street Church field - The last survey was in 

October 2013 and we are assured that the final clearance check will take place 

in the next few weeks. 

 

   7) Finance & General Purposes  -  There has been no meeting, but  
   matters arising since the last Council meeting on 15 May 14 are as follows: 
   Annual audit - awaiting final comment from Mazars.  Notices can come down  
   after 21 July. 
   Annual Report 2013/14  -  Copies are now out and being distributed.  
   War Memorials - Quotes of around £1,300 for both Penn and Penn Street  
   memorials are being  assessed by the War Memorial Trust for grants. 
   RBL WWI Commemoration 4th August - We have been invited to read out the  
  names of Penn names on the memorials.  The Clerk volunteered to do this. 
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Minute No 228 

Accounts for 

Payment 

 

 

The list of cheques was approved. 

Minute No 229 

Date of Next 

Meeting 

 

Minute No 230 

AOB 

The next meeting will be held at 8 pm on Thursday 18 September 2014 in the 

Winchmore Hill Memorial Hall.   

 

 

Cllr Lock announced that he had put his house on the market with the intention of 

moving to the west country, but that his computer business would not be affected.  

Considerable regret was expressed at the news. 

 


