
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PENN PARISH COUNCIL 

 HELD ON 17 SEPTEMBER 2015 IN THE WINCHMORE HILL MEMORIAL HALL 

 

 
Present     Cllrs   Mrs M.Seymour (Chairman)         

         Mrs Jane Creasy 

         Mrs K. Dicker  

         A.S.Hardie 

         D.Lander 

         M.A.Morley 

         M.Newth-West 

         M.J.Raszpla 

         G.Westmacott 

Clerk M.S.Green 

 

Apologies County Cllr D. Schofield, District Cllr Mrs Julia Burton 

 

  

Minute No 269 

Democratic Quarter 

Hour 

 

Sgt Nicola Upton, head of our local Police Station, usefully summarised the police 

modus operandi.  She was thanked for her part in evicting the Travellers from the 

Penn Street School field. She apologised for the delay and suggested that an 

immediate delivery to the site of a notice to quit by the Parish Council as landlords 

would enable the police to take immediate action.  Prosecution for costs of damage 

was not possible because the individual offender was not known and a collective 

could not be prosecuted.   She took note of a regular problem of tyre dumping in 

Common Wood Lane and Penn Bottom. 

Paul Coxhill, the new Chairman of The W/Hill Residents Association made a 

number of requests: 

1. A new notice board on the Common - the Residents Association would contribute 

to the cost. 

2. A litter bin on the Common - it was suggested that there were already three bins 

and the problem may well be that they are not being emptied weekly.  

3. Parking on the Hill - The Res. Assoc. has carried out a parking survey.  It was 

suggested that as this is a County Highway matter it should be referred to the LAT, 

Michael Raven.   The Hill did not have a suitable layout for an MVAS. The report 

that Securon has offered to pull back their hedge to allow a small parking lay-by was 

welcomed. 

4. The Green Belt review as it affected W/Hill - No news as yet. 

5. Bonfire on the Common - The Res. Assoc. has obtained insurance cover for a 

bonfire without fireworks on Nov 5th.   The insurance company were sent a map of 

the common with the location marked on it and a written description that it was 

nearer to 60m from the nearest building.   The Res. Assoc. will steward the occasion, 

carry out all the required safety precautions and clear up after the event.  The build 

up of the bonfire will only be permitted 2 hours beforehand.   The Council agreed to 

this event subject to accurate measurements of distance being sent to the insurers.  

6. Whielden Lane - Mr Coxhill thanked the Council for helping achieve the recent 

resurfacing of  Whielden lane. 

Michael Bayley, a former Parish Cllr, was a welcome visitor. 

Mrs Gill Took was an interested observer. 

 

Minute No 270  

Minutes of Meeting held 

on 16 Jul 15 

 

The Minutes were agreed and signed by the Chairman 

Minute No 271 

Matters arising from 

Minutes 

 

It was agreed that all the matters would be covered in Committee reports 



 

 

Minute No 272 

Reports from 

Committees 

 

1) Planning  -  There have been three meetings with 28 applications.   We 

made only 1 objection  and expressed 4 concerns.   

Penn Meadow Farm - CDC's High Court challenge against an Inspector's decision 

to allow the retention of a mobile home at was successful and a further hearing is 

to be held on 28 October at Amersham.  A 'reasonable requirement for agriculture' 

and a 'resulting fully operational enterprise' has to be established. 

Local Plan -  A new Plan has to be in place by March 2017.  A Green Belt review 

is underway and house numbers are likely to increase significantly. 

   

2) Clerk's Liaison meeting - A note of the meeting held on 20 July 2015 

was reviewed and is attached to these minutes.  Only about a quarter of parish and  

town councils have taken up the devolved Highway responsibilities.  New  

consultants for the Conservation Area Reviews have been selected.  The next  

meeting is on 21 September. 

 

3) Highways  -  The minutes of the meeting held on 22 July 2015 were  

reviewed with discussion of the following matters: 

 

MVAS for Eghams Wood Road - A ground screw will be needed.  Cllr Morley is  

following up.  LAF funds may be available. 

Forty Green 'funnel' - The contractor blames the 'delamination' of the paint on the  

poor condition of the road surface as a result of the spoil from the roadside verge.   

This explanation is not accepted as the damage is in the centre and far edge of the 

painted path not on the verge side and appeared within less than two years.  Our  

LAT will be asked to meet on site. 

Penn Fest -  There were serious traffic and parking problems and the SAG 

meeting after the event required a number of improved arrangements.   The  

organisers of the Beer Fest and Music Fest recognise that separate dates are  

essential.  

Signpost on Elm Road opposite Jackson Howes - Cllr Morley has the new arm  

and will put it up.  

Whielden Lane has been resurfaced up to Penn Street 

Rays Lane exit - Two white posts have been put in the verge to prevent parking,  

but not in the place agreed at a site meeting.  The invoice has not yet been paid. 

Gully clearance - When is B474 to be cleared?   Many gullies are full of silt. 

Eghams Wood Rd & Woodlands Drive - Cllr Hardie reported on his battle to get  

repairs to the road surface in adjoining areas all done at the same time. 

B474, near Woodchester Park - the road surface is splitting. 

Overhanging hedge on Whielden Lane - A letter requesting a radical cut back  

should be sent to Mr Viney, the owner of Yew Tree Cottage. 

      

      LAF Funds 

      Project funding 2013/14 - We still await agreement to the forgotten Church Road 

pavement resurfacing.   

      Project funding 2015/16  - The £7,500 allocated for this current year turns out to 

be limited to agreed LAF projects only.  Our information boards will not qualify, 

nor will the Penn St field gate.   We have requested a Saucy Corner feasiblity 

study for this year, which will cost about £5,000 plus.  Any unspent funds we 

could use for the Rays Lane verge posts, a traditional signpost on Fagnall Lane, 

and the Eghams Wood Rd MVAS. 

      Project funding 2016/17 - will focus on carrying forward whatever  work is 

agreed for Saucy Corner.    

      Cllr Lander will be going to the next LAF meeting on 23 September.  

 

 



 

4) Devolution sub-Committee -  The minutes of our meeting with CTR  

Maintenance on 31 July 2015 were reviewed.   The grass-cutting seems to be 

going smoothly, but more than the 3 cuts required in the contract may be needed. 

Local members are asked to report any unkempt verges.   

Amersham Town Council have been asked to quote for a trial siding out and spray 

of weeds. 

 

5) Recreation & Open Spaces  -  No meeting had been held  and so  

the minutes of the meeting  on 15 July 2015 and of Council meeting on 16 July  

2015 were reviewed and there was discussion of the following items: 

 

Knotty Green play area - The latest Wicksteed inspection has recommended  

repairs costing £3,700, but a combination of placing direct orders with Playdale  

and work done by CTR Maintenance will reduce this amount significantly. 

The trees and shrubs all around the area need a severe cut back and a quote of 

£400 by CTR Maintenance was agreed.   Cllr Newth-West will look for the 

W/Hill football net. 

Penn St School field Knotweed - The firm visited on 20 August and found and  

treated  a few stems which they think will kill them off.   We should report if any  

further growth occurs next year and they will do a further survey.  We should ask  

that their report includes a recommendation on whether it is safe to cut down all 

the undergrowth this year as we would like to do. 

Penn St pond Pygmy Weed - Cllr Lander has volunteers for a working party.  Cllr  

Newth-West will see if a tractor with a grab would help. 

Penn street QEII gate -  Cllr Lander is getting quotes for painting and for 

repairing the gate and a second quote required by our insurers for a new gate 

 post. 

Penn Street Travellers - Cllr Lander reported thanks from both residents and the  

Curzon School for the removal of the Travellers. 

Whielden Lane picnic area - No further news on its sale. 

Woodbridge Garden hedge & Yew Tree - No action has been taken by the owner  

following our site meeting on 17 July.  A telephone message has been left at his  

office. 

Knotty Green allotments  - A meeting with those tenants who had volunteered for 

various roles was held on 3 August and was found to be useful.  It was agreed it  

should become an annual event.  A tidy-up day has been organised for 19 

September and all the cuttings from the inside of the hedge will be stacked ready  

to burn on 5th November unless they are too wet.  A complaint about the bonfire  

has already been made. The outside and top of the hedge will be cut by the Penn 

House Estate flail on a date depending on weather and availability.  There should  

be virtually no debris. 

W/Hill Common Information Board - This has been erected and looks very good.  

We have met half the cost. 

Information Boards on Coppice Farm Greens and in Millar Wood are nearly 

ready. 

Joint meeting with CWPC - to be arranged.  

Widmer Pond -  Manor Estates were asked to remove bigger stones from our new  

section of the perimeter track and bury the lining more effectively under the  

bench, but have not yet done so.  A clearance working party with the Chiltern 

Society volunteers has been fixed for 31 October. 

    Penn Common  -  A site meeting will be held to decide whether to replant the  

    failed oak.    

    Sandelswood End FP dog  bin - There have been several requests for a bin and  

    this was agreed.  Siting it may be sensitive and neighbours should be consulted.  

Gawde Water - A clearance day has been agreed with the Chiltern Society  

volunteers  for 14 November.  The need for local volunteers should be advertised  



in the W/Hill newsletter.  The Penn House Estate tractor will be an essential aid. 

Potters Cross Pond - A clearance day has been agreed with the Chiltern Society  

volunteers  for 5 December, and again tractor assistance would be essential. 

 

8) Finance & General Purposes  - No meeting had been held.  Mazars 

have sent notice of the completion of the audit and made no comments.   All audit 

notices can be taken down. 

    

Minute No 273 

Accounts for 

Payment 

 

  The list of cheques was approved. 

Minute 274 

Clerk's retirement 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minute No 275 

Date of Next Meeting 

The Clerk has decided to retire after 28 years and so there was discussion as to how 

to set about finding a suitable successor.  Advertisements have been put on the 

BALC website, the Parish Council website, the Penn Street website, and in the Penn 

Church newsletter, Village Voice, and the W/Hill magazine.  We should add our 

Parish notice boards.   An advertisement with Reed & Co, an Employment Agency 

which covers Parish Clerk vacancies, was also agreed. 

 

It was agreed to call an F&GP meeting next week, open to all Members, to agree a 

job description and terms & conditions. 

 

 

The next meeting will be held at 8 pm on Thursday 19 November 2015 in the 

 Village Hall, Penn Street.  

 

 
 

  

 


