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NOTES OF THE WORKING COUNCIL MEETING  
OF THE PENN PARISH COUNCIL  

HELD IN PENN PARISH ROOOMS ON 17 NOV 2021  

 
Present Cllrs  M.West (Chair) 

         Mrs M.Seymour 

         G.Westmacott 

         Mrs D.Marsden 

         S.Barrett 

         M.Morley 

         K.Jeffery 

 

Clerk N.Webster 

Visitors: Cllr J.Waters, C.Beck, Mrs V.Dell, Mrs H.Marr-Johnson 

Apologies Mrs R.Pocock, J.Watson, K.Jeffrey, Mrs K.Dicker 

  

Minute No 452 

Democratic Quarter 

of an Hour 

A groups of casual attendees, including Winchmore Hill Residents' Association 

and Chiltern Conservation Board (CCB) members presented a proposal for 

rewilding the Lower Common.  About 100sqm would be rewilded and the 

Common cut just once a year in August/Sept, with the grass baled and removed.  

The Clerk noted Highways sight lines would need to be preserved. CCB will 

organise the project as part of their 'Rough Around the Edges' and provide the 

majority funding, though PPC will be asked to pay for the cutting and baling.  

M.West noted he was in favour of the plan, as there was nothing to lose and the 

majority agreed.  Yellow Rattle was sewn in September to suppress the grass; 

Winchmore Hill residents will be incentivised to volunteer. C.Beck will be the 

main liaison and was asked to bring a formal plan to the next Full Council 

meeting. 

Minute No 453 

Co-option of Scott 

Barrett 

The Chair expressed his thanks to D.Lander who has resigned as from the Parish 

Council, and joined the rest of the Council in thanking him for his service to the 

village of Penn Street and Parish. He will be sadly missed. The Clerk noted a card 

and gift had been sent on behalf of the Council.  S.Barrett was warmly welcomed to 

the Council. He agreed to be co-opted onto the Council, to represent Penn Street, 

and this was unanimously supported. He brings new strengths in IT and Project 

Management.  He agreed to join Highways and Planning Committees and the Clerk 

then invited him to sign the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and to receive a 

Copy of the Council's Code of Conduct, after the meeting, as he was participating 

remotely owing to a recent positive Covid-19 test. 

Minute No 454 

Minutes of Meeting 

held on 16 Sept 21 

 

The Minutes of the last meeting were agreed and signed by the Chairman. It was 

agreed all other matters would be covered by Committee reports. 

Minute No 455 

Reports From 

Committees 

1) Planning  -  the Clerk noted the following items:- 

11 Woodchester - there was concerns trees could be damaged by the carport. 
1 Knottocks End - the site was very overgrown and the house has been partially 

demolished, with the possible destruction of the bat roost.  No planning application 

has been received and Building Control are involved, as the remaining structure is 

unsafe. Sadly, destruction of bat roosts is not a planning issue, but a matter for the 

Police. Local residents have been advised.  It seems odd the demolition was 

omitted from the recent application for the garage? Mrs D.Marsden asked what 

happens next? Posts are up but the site has not been boarded and is still unsafe. 

J.Waters confirmed a 'Stop Notice' has been issued by Enforcement, and Building 

Control have requested the site be made safe. Enforcement will require a Planning 

Application.   
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The Crown, Penn - this application has been called in, if the case officer is minded 

to approve it. The Heritage Officer has recommended its refusal. 
Neighbourhood Plan - G.Westmacott and Mrs D.Marsden noted 486 invitations to 

complete the survey had been sent out, and there were another 70 names to be 

added.  From a total of 1,678 households we have received 316 replies to date, so 

more than 30 percent, and this was a fantastic response rate for an online survey.  

M.West noted it was not daunting to complete the survey and the results reflected 

this.  
Planning Update - the Clerk reported on a recent Bucks Council Online Update 

meeting. The Unitary Council is losing Planning Officers and this is affecting 

application delivery times, and it is taking a long time to get new officers into post.  

Another problem is the Council is receiving double the number of planning 

applications.  The Parish Council has successfully registered on the new system 

Opus Consult which will be used to manage the Buckinghamshire Wide Local Plan 

consultation.  A new officer has been appointed to manage the BC, Neighbourhood 

Plan Team, Rachel Richie, but for the time being D.Waker will remain Penn's 

Neighbourhood Plan, Planning Support Officer. 

 

2) Finance 

The Minutes of the last meeting were reviewed. 

External Audit - PKF Littlejohn have given us a clean bill of health, there are no 

matter arising. 

The Income & Expenditure Accounts and Summary of Accounts to 30 September 

were reviewed and agreed and the following items were noted:- 

Project Funding for 20/21 

2 Nest Swings - one each for Knotty Green and Chancellors  - installed. Community 

Board bid £9,295 (PPC match funding a half, so £4,648) 
KG allotments  - successful Community Board bid £650 (match funding from PPC 

£150) 
BBOWT  - re-wilding grant,(match funding from PPC £150) 
Highways - Community Board, Penn Road Crossing, costs of feasibility study 

£6,686 (provision £10,000) 
Highways - Community Board, KG parking scheme, costs of feasibility study tbc 

(budget provision £8,000). 
Grass-cutting - there are no outstanding invoices from summer. 
 
The following Capital Project 2022/23 were approved:- 
Planning - Neighbourhood Plan est £15,000 
Highways - Penn Road Crossing, est £10,000 
Highways - KG parking scheme, est £8,000. 
Rec & Ops - nest swing and fencing est £4,000 
 
The following Grants were agreed:-  
Grants - Penn St CC (£500), CAB (£500) 
Burial Grants -  Penn (£1,500), Penn St (£750). 
 
Devolution - It was agreed to accept the proposed year's extension to the 

Devolution contract on offer from Buckinghamshire Council, plus a welcome 3% 

grant increase to £4,612.  
 
Risk Assessment - was reviewed and it was agreed. Buckinghamshire Council's new 

officers and contacts require updating. Clerk 
 
Graveyards- Winchmore Hill Methodist Chapel is closing on 31 December 2021 as 
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a result of a declining congregation.  PPC have been asked to take on the upkeep of 

the small graveyard, to the rear and it was agreed to accept this responsibility, and 

to work with the Methodist Church to ensure a smooth transfer, including 

considering any formal agreement required.  Current upkeep costs are modest and 

PPC pay a burial grant of £350 pa to the Chapel, which we will save, and use cover 

future grass/hedge cutting 
 
Precept  2022/23 -  it was recommended to leave the precept unchanged at £67,000 

pa and this was agreed and this would be re-confirmed in January. 

 

3) Recreation & Open Spaces 

M.West noted a permanent Chair will need to be appointed at the February 

Committee meeting to replace D.Lander  Clerk 

Community Garden, Penn Street - two significant questions need answering, does 

the proposal have the support of Penn Street residents; is there sufficient demand 

and is the proposed site the best option. 

Nest Swing, W/Hill -  we have applied for a grant of £4,822 but this does not 

include fencing. 

Knotty Green wet-pour repairs - we are dissatisfied with the quality of the repair 

and have challenged the invoice 

Allotments - it was agreed the Parish's policy for letting allotments will change. 

Going forward, it will be one allotment per person, and when a plot becomes 

available it should, as now, be offered first to any Penn parishioners on the waiting 

list, before non parishioners. No second allotment will be offered while we have a 

waiting list. The Clerk noted there was one vacant allotment at Knotty Green. 

Dog waste bins - the clerk noted a new dog waste bin (£254.40) has yet to be 

installed on the footpath close to P&TGFC.  The invoice for dog waste services 

from Bucks Council charges will be £217 next year, and this is less than Chiltern 

District Council charged. 

Trees- it was agree to instruct Ridgeway Woodlands to carry out the annual tree 

survey (£100) and it would be best to do this in summer to check for Ash Die back. 

Clerk  They have has also been instructed to plant four festigate/dwarf trees at 

Chancellors play area, including advising on correct varieties and staking, at a cost 

of £180 each. Ridgeway Woodlands, Penn Tree Services and Cedar Park Tree Care 

were invited to quote for tree works recommended in the annual survey, across the 

five villages, and each had surveyed the work with the Clerk.  Ridgeway 

Woodlands do not have capacity. The Committee reviewed the recommended 

actions in each village and the quotes for each job, and it was determined to use 

Cedar Park Tree Care who provided the lower quotes.  Penn Street Common 

(£1,900 v £2,420), Penn Street Road edge (£2,500 v £2,940), Knotty Green 

Recreation Area, noting here the Ash near the zip wire now needs to be removed 

owing to die back, not crown raised it, and this is included in the Cedar Park quote, 

which is therefore preferred (£1,125 v £1,120), finally Knotty Green Allotments 

(£575 v £740). Clerk to instruct works and check insurance certificate. 

Noticeboards - Eghams Wood Road will be replaced (£1,108). 

Lease for QE II Field - Curzon School has paid the field rents and hedge cutting 

charges for 2020/21 and 2021/22 (due in June). 

Chancellors, planting a hedge within the perimeter - a request to plant a hedge 

within the play area perimeter, behind their fence was agreed, provided the native 

hedge is professionally planted and the resident bears the cost. 

 

3) Highways 

B474 - will not be repaired until Spring 2022 and letters will be sent to residents. 

J.Waters noted he had been pressing Transport for Bucks and had secured 
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agreement from S.Broadbent to its repair, and got money to fund it, a considerable 

achievement. No one was aware the road had been pulled from the Autumn 

programme, so letters were sent to residents in October, advising of its imminent 

repair which was unfortunate.  There were always problems with weather 

dependent surface dressings late in the season.  But the roads is still in the 2021-22 

Budget for repair.  M.Morley noted had concerns over the status of the road, with 

different sections being treated differently, and it should have the same grade as the 

road from Amersham to Beaconsfield, and the whole roads needs to be reassessed, 

though other Councillors felt the focus should remain the area close to The Crown.   

Tree planting, Knotty Green -  it was agreed to support the scheme to plant 78 trees, 

on the basis local residents will support the new trees with a watering scheme in 

years 1 and 2. Specimen trees will cost £230-£240 planted and funds will come 

from Locals, PPC (£1,000) and the Community Board. It was agreed to support the 

group to purchase the Trees, including conducting a tender, if requested; contractor 

and costs to be considered by Highways Committee and approved by Full Council.  

Surplus funds will be held back against potential future damage or disease to the 

plants. A key condition is PPC will take responsibility for the future tree 

care/maintenance; this is a standard requirement for such schemes. This was 

agreed. Beaconsfield Town Council is responsible for the trees at the top end of 

Sandelswood End. Care needs to be taken to plant the right type of trees, with 

conical root systems and both the proposed Cherry, 'Sunset Boulevard' and 

Hawthorns meet the criteria were agreed. Tree guards and stakes will remain in 

place until the trees mature. The Community Group has written a tree planting 

guide and they would like to share their Guide with the Buckinghamshire Council 

officers, and this was agreed to be a sensible suggestion, to help other groups.  
Additional 30mph signs on Hazlemere Road - speeding traffic is a problem, but 

30mph further signage is undesirable and 30 mph roundels on the road would be 

preferable. Clerk 
  

AOB 

Potters Cross, wayleave -  SSE have requested a formal wayleave agreement in 

order to connect a house at Potters Cross. The agreement was approved, providing 

the resident meets the cost of any legal advice (£750). Wayleave has been 

commuted to £40 one off fee agreed with SSE. 

Digital Communications - K.Jeffrey had reviewed the parish's communications and 

these could be improved. There followed some discussion of the challenges we 

face, and how to collect data. It was agreed to audit the range of communications 

and S.Musk Digital it was noted, was one good provider. Finance Committee to 

recommend next steps  . 

 

 

Minute No 456 

Accounts for  

Payment 

 

 

The list of cheques was approved. 

Minute No 457 

Date of Next 

Meeting 

The next meeting will be the held on Wednesday 19 January 2022 at 8.00pm in 

Penn Parish hall and via Zoom.  

 


