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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  
AND OF THE PENN PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD ON 18 JANUARY 2018 IN PENN PARISH ROOMS 

 
Present Cllrs  Mrs J Creasy (Chairman) 

         R.Bentham 

         C.Hurst 

         M.Morley 

         Mrs R.Pocock 

         M.Raszpla 

         M.West 

         G.Westmacott                        

 

 Clerk N.Johnson 

 

Visitors: J.Waters 

 

Apologies  Apologies: Cllr Mrs K.Dicker,D.Lander, Mrs M.Seymour 

 

  

Democratic 

Quarter of an Hour 

The Chairman gave a warm welcome to the new District Councillors for the Penn 

and Old Amersham Ward, Jonathan Waters and noted how useful it was to have a 

District representative present at Parish Council meetings. Jonathan Waters then 

gave a short update on district issues:- 
  -Planning – agreement has been reached with Aylesbury Vale to pick up the 

unmet housing need, nearly 1,550 homes, as part of CDC and South Bucks Local 

Plan creation process. This makes sense because additional infrastructure is being 

provided. As a result, there will be less pressure to release local Green Belt land.  
 -1 Knottcoks Drive - CDC’s Planning Committee considered this application for 12 

flats in December and refused it on the grounds of over development and drainage 

issues. It is likely the applicant will appeal. One option is to turn the property, so it 

fronts onto Penn Road, although this is not the historic site so may not fit with the 

building lines. Infrastructure and drainage issues will also need to be considered  

J.Waters noted he is not a member of CDC’s Planning Committee, but can request 

5 minutes to speak on contentious applications, if he is aware of local concerns and 

there are reasons to do so. 
 

Minute No 352 

Minutes of Meeting 

held on 16 

November 17 

 

The Minutes of the last meeting were agreed to be accurate and signed by the 

Chair. 

Minute No 353 

Matters Arising 

From the Minutes 

 

Matters arising: - 

 

- Lay by signs, Victoria Cottages – write to Paradigm Housing. Clerk 

- Potholes and footway defects – there are many owing to the snow. Cllrs 

should report these to the Clerk 

- Hedges – F.Quinn has contracted with a local contractor to cut back the 

roadside hedge along Elm Road, so this is in hand. 

- Road side cleaning – our reliable local contractor T.Barron has been tasked 

to clean dirty road signs for which we hold devolved responsibility (30 

mph zones) 

- Registration of Parish Land -  a quote has been received but another is 

required under Council procurement rules. Clerk 

- KGCC – it was agreed to add consideration of future lease terms to the 
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agenda for the May Council meeting. Clerk 

- Parking in Penn Street – a site meeting with the LATs has been arranged to       

agree where access protection making will go.  

-  

It was agreed that all other matters would be covered in Committee reports. 

Minute No 354 

Reports from 

Committees 

 

 

1) Planning  -  There have been 3 meetings on 28 November, December 14 

and 10 January with 28 applications.  We submitted 19 No Comments, 4  

were referred to the Tree Officer, 1 Concern and 4 Objections.  The 

Concern was at Larchlands – a garage was being extended and had been 

converted to residential use. If planning permission was granted it was 

noted it should be on the basis that it remains subsidiary to the main house. 

The objections were to 38 Eghams Wood Road  -  which application has 

been passed following a meeting between the applicant and the Planning 

Officer.. This was a replacement dwelling which we considered to be 

overdevelopment. Also it appeared capable of division into 2 separate 

properties, although this would require separate planning approval. Cllr 

J.Waters commented that he could ‘call in’ contentious applications, as a 

result CDC’s Planning committee would review the Officer’s decision. 

However, each case had to be judged on its merits. "Call-ins" required a 

meeting between the Councillor and the Case Officer. Cases that received 

large numbers of objections stood a greater chance of a re-examination. In 

case of a call in, the Clerk should notify either Cllr Mrs J.Burton or Cllr 

J.Waters. 

We also objected to the enclosure of Green Belt land and a garden behind 

Regius Court in Penn and 30 Sandleswood End where they wanted to build 

a detached garage well forward of the building line. Finally, to P&TGFC 

and the erection of the floodlights.  No date has been set for consideration 

of the P&TGFC application by CDC’s Planning Committee, but the Clerk 

reported the next Committee meeting is on 1 February. The Case Officer’s 

report is anticipated a week beforehand.  

Cllr M.Raszpla noted that many of the letters of support were ‘templated’ 

and came from supporter who do not live in the area. By contrast, more 

than 40 letters of objection had been written by local parishoners. 

Councillors discussed the case and agreed that it was difficult to navigate 

the CDC’s website when there were so many comments. Cllr M.West said 

the Parish Council’s Planning Committee comment could not be revisited 

because all bar 1 of the planning committee had supported wording. Mrs 

J.Creasy noted Mrs K.Dicker will be presenting the Parish Council’s 

comments at CDC’s Planning Committee and that it would be correct of 

her to speak to the comment entered but she may contextualise it as 

necessary. Further, she may reflect strongly held views on both side and 

represent these.  Cllr R.Bentham added that Penn Parish was one of a 

number of statutory consultees and had reached its decision properly on the 

basis of the evidence before it, which could not be invalidated by 

subsequent consultee comments. CDC are well placed to review the 

comments from the wide range of consultees. Mrs J.Creasy agreed and said 

the matter was now in the hand of the District Councillors who would 

make the final decision.  Cllr M.Raszpla noted the Parish’s 2006 comment 

has been revised, so there was a precedent for this, although he was not 

asking for this to happen in this case.  He felt the views of the Parishioners 

should be our primary concern. Mr J.Waters assured Council the Case 

Officer would consider all the comments in reaching her decision. The 

report would provide explanations of how the planning recommendation 



3 

 

had been reached. Mr M West noted the Parish Council held its Committee 

meeting in a transparent open way and received presentation from local 

societies and the Football Club. No more could have been done to ensure a 

robust process. The Chair drew a line under the discussion at this point, 

noting that the process had integrity, robust discussion was healthy and 

debate strengthened the Parish Council. There followed some further 

discussion of how Mrs K.Dicker might choose to present her comments but 

this was inconclusive.  

    

2) Highways 

Highways minutes of the last Council meeting of 16 November were reviewed as 

there had been no meeting since the last Council meeting.  

 

Parking on Elm Road  -   a meeting took place with representatives of the 

Surgery including representatives of the PPG Mrs G.Markham and the Practice 

Manager, Ms K.Gemmell. Various measures were discussed to promote more 

considerate parking, including placing access protection markings around the 

entrance off Elm Road to prevent cars parking on the junction and use of the 

Village Hall Car park by staff, as outlined in the original planning application 

for the new surgery. It was agreed to ask the Local Area Technician, Michael 

Raven to install access protection markings around junction at a cost of £90. 

Clerk. 

Heritage Sign, Elm Road, Penn – Cllr M.Morely reported he had obtained two 

quotes for repair of the black and white heritage signs. The fingers of the sign 

at the junction of Church Road and Elm Road have snapped off and the bracket 

holding the finger of the sign at Widmer Pond requires repair. Both quotes are 

close and the cost is nearly £4,200. It was agreed to include £2,200, fifty-per-

cent of the cost of the repairs in the Parish Council's 2018-19 Budget. Also to 

seek fifty-percent match funding from external sources for example Penn Trust 

(suggested by Cllr R.Pocock who agred to persue this) and Penn & Tylers 

Green Residents Society. It was agreed to prioritise the Church Road sign 

repair first.  Councillors then discussed the age of the various signs and the 

Department of Transport guidelines for adding new heritage signs. Clerk  

 

3) Finance 

Cllr R.Bentham reviewed the Minutes of the Finance Committee of 11 January, as 

follows:- 

    Check of Accounts –quarterly checks have been conducted and the Council’s 

accounts are being kept in good order. 

    Internal Auditor –  the Committee recommended the re-appointment of Mr 

Harold Porter as Internal Auditor and this was agreed. 

 Summary of Accounts and Income and Expenditure Table at Dec 2017 - were 

reviewed and agreed. 

LAF - As regards 2015/16 bids - we received £4,592 towards 51 new footway 

lights but of our two other bids, one failed LAF criteria and the other was 

withdrawn after TfB agreed to fund the works. As regards 2016/17 bids - it 

was agreed to drop our application for LAF funding for patch and plane 

repairs to the Church Road path because TFB's quote is unaffordable 

(£15,692) and to concentrate on our bids for funding for LED footway 

lighting (£13,570) and a new MVAS (£2,795). TfB will be asked to prioritise 

the path repairs and Cllr Mrs J.Creasy added that BT's recent work on 

Church Road has further damaged the pathway. Clerk 
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Budget 2018/19 – this was recommended by the Committee and subsequently 

reviewed and agreed. The Capital projects included in the 2018/19 budget 

are:- 

 

Footway lighting replacement - £13,570 (subject to a 50% LAF bid) 

War Memorial renovation £3,000 

Play equipment £5,500 

Notice Boards £1,000 

MVAS £2,795 (subject to a 50% LAF bid) 

Phone box restoration and information signs £2,000 

Heritage Sign £2,500 (match funding to be sought) 

 

    Cllr G.Westmacott noted that play equipment for older teenagers and residents 

could do with improvement, whereas facilities for younger children were extensive 

and this was agreed. The Clerk said she had been asked to cost new goal posts and 

quotes should be available for Recreation and Open Space Committee to consider. 

Clerk 

 Precept –  it was recommended to increase the Precept by 2 percent to £61,200 and 

this was agreed unanimously. This produced an  average Band D charge for the 

Parish of £25.81 which is a 1.5% increase. Penn Parish Council has the third lowest 

Band D charge in the district and this compares with Coleshill who offer a similar 

level of services, Band D charge of £27. There followed some discussion and it was 

agreed again that to keep the Precept static in real terms was a sensible policy.  

Trees Survey - it was agreed to commission the annual tree survey from 

Ridgeway Woodlands in Spring. 

Clerk's Salary -  it was agreed to seek comparator information from NALC on 

pay and allowance as a benchmark. 

Registration of parish land - it was agreed to engage a solicitor to assist the Clerk 

with this task and this was agreed. 

Schedule of meeting for 2018/19 - was reviewed and agreed with a number of 

modification and will be re-circulated. Clerk Cllrs were reminded to post the 

Public Notice of 2018/19 Council Meetings on their local Notice Boards. 

Penn Street Burial Ground - a technical briefing note on the impact of the 

Church's request to close the Burial Ground for lack of space was reviewed. 

The Parish Council could accept responsibility for maintenance of the site, or 

pass it to the District Council if it chooses not to accept the liability, but we 

must notify the District within 3 months of our decision. A complication is 

that Penn Parish boundaries and the Church Parish boundary don't match for 

example the Church's Parish boundary includes Holmer Green. It was agreed 

that the maintenance liability could be substantial, particularly for faulty 

masonry and this was unbudgeted.  Cllr Mrs M.Seymour suggested via email 

we meet with the Church to consider potential options such as reburial, burial 

of ashes, or use of the land gifted by Lady Mary Gaye to PPC as a future 

burial site.  Cllr J.Waters queried if the future burial site could be passed to 

CDC with any maintenance responsibility and it was discussed that this 

would depend if there was a covenant on the land, but this possibility should 

be considered.  It was agreed to take actions as follows: As a two step 

process, firstly to check all the option to keep the burial ground open have 

been exhausted by meeting with Penn Street Church officers, secondly it was 

determined to write to CDC and Penn Street PCC indicating PPC will not 

accept responsibility for the site's maintenance in the event of its closure. 

Clerk to organise a meeting with Penn Street PCC and write to CDC. 
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Minute No 355 

Accounts for  

Payment 

 

 

The list of cheques was approved.  

Minute No 356 

Date of Next 

Meeting 

The next meeting will be the held in the Parish Rooms, Penn at 8 pm on Thursday 

15 March 2018.   

 


