
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PENN PARISH COUNCIL 

 HELD ON 18 SEPTEMBER 2014 IN THE PENN CHURCH HALL 

 

 
Present     Cllrs  M.A.Morley (Chairman)         

         M.J.Bayley  

         Mrs K. Dicker  

         A.S.Hardie 

         B.Lock  

         M.Newth-West 

         C.Pointon-Taylor  

         M.J.Raszpla 

         S.Wapshare  

         G.Westmacott 

Clerk M.S.Green 

 

Apologies Cllrs Mrs M.Seymour, County Cllr D. Schofield 

 

  

Minute No 231 

Democratic Quarter 

Hour 

 

There were no visitors     

 

Minute No 232  

Minutes of Meeting held 

on 17 Jul 14 

 

The Minutes were agreed and signed by the Chairman 

Minute No 233 

Matters arising from 

Minutes 

 

It was agreed that all the matters would be covered in Committee reports 

Minute No 234 

Reports from 

Committees 

1) Planning  -  There have been three meetings with 25 applications.   We 

made an unusual 7 objections  and reinforced an earlier objection by writing to the 

Appeal Inspector.  There was considerable discussion of an application to convert 

a butcher's shop at 34 Hazlemere Road into a residence.  This is an unforeseen 

consequence of the new permitted development legislation which is causing 

national concern.  Our comments are to be agreed at next week's Planning 

Committee.  

 

2) Clerk's Liaison meeting - A note of the meeting held on 21 July 2014 

is attached to these minutes. 

 

3) Highways  -  No meeting of the full committee had been held, but the  

minutes of the Highways Liaison meeting held on 3 Sep 14 were reviewed. It was  

agreed that the new organisation was a definite improvement provided there were  

enough staff to run it.  Si Khan's departure was regretted.  
    

    Church Road road markings - micro-surfacing between Potters Cross and Penn  

    Church is now in process.  Road markings will be repainted in a few weeks, but 

    last year we asked that none of the yellow bar markings should be replaced and  

    after discussion it was agreed that this was still the Council's view.   

    Walk to school pavement - We should however ask Highways whether any     

    additional road marking (e.g. 30 mph roundels; Slow; white side lines) would help  

    reduce speed on the bend by Slades Garage which is of particular concern to 

    Beacon Hill residents.  We have already reported the flashing light is not flashing  

    and is obscured by branches. 
School taxis  - The County Council offers a free taxi service for children who  



cannot walk safely to school because of lack of a pavement. 

MVAS - Cllr Morley volunteered to take over the laptop from Cllr Lock which  

enables traffic data to be recorded and analysed.  

 

4) Local Area Forum -  The record of a meeting held on 17 Sep 14 will be 

circulated.   It included a youth worker who wants to come round and talk to 

young people and a request to vote for the preferred community project to be 

funded by LAF via boxes to be put in local village halls.   Meanwhile the 

following points were discussed: 

Project funding 2013/14 -  Highways (Pete Smyth) reported that all projects had 

been completed, but in fact the £5,000 project for the Church Road pavement 

resurfacing has not been started and evidence confirming this has since been sent. 

Project funding 2014/15 -  £9,234 was allocated for three projects: the Whielden 

Lane path has been completed leaving £400 for improvements to the footpath 

through the picnic area; the Widmer Pond path is to be put in by Manor Estates; 

the contractor for the improvement of FP66 through Common  Wood has been 

agreed.   

Project funding for 2014/15 - We are asked to submit bids in time for the January  

LAF meeting.  The same criteria will be used of which a copy will be circulated.  

Bids to go via the Clerk.  Initial suggestions: Path improvement between Potters  

Cross and Rays Lane; Whielden Lane pavement;  Street lights in Forty Green  

Road. 

 

5) Devolution sub-Committee -  Cllr Lock has put all our verge grass- 

cutting and footway siding-out requirements on maps and on spread sheets.  We  

have met with Amersham Town Council and are awaiting their quote.   We have  

confirmed that only 30mph areas are affected and will introduce the two 40mph 

vision splay areas later.   Tom Barron has been given the same information.  We  

can split our contract if we wish.  We already have a signed devolved agreement 

with Highways for six FPs which the Chiltern Society have taken on.   Cllr Lock  

will continue to handle the mapping but a new Chairman of the Devolution sub- 

Committee is needed. 

 

6) Lighting sub-committee  -  We are close to getting three quotes from  

SSE, CU Phosco and Urbis Schreder.  A summary of all three quotes has been  

drawn up and it has already been agreed that we go ahead with the most suitable  

one.  A note of a recent meeting with Urbis Schreder on 16 Sep 14 is attached and  

was discussed.  

We need to check the revised electricity invoices to make sure the new 3-year 

contract rates are as we intended. 

 

7) Recreation & Open Spaces  -  No meeting had been held  and so  

the minutes of the 17 Jul 14 Council meeting were reviewed and there was  

discussion of the following items: 

 

W/Hill track repair - The big pothole has been repaired.  It was agreed that we 

should get a quote for the  overall repair of the track and then consider whether to 

call a residents' meeting to discuss costs.   

Pistles pond - tree and reed growth in and out of the pond had got out of hand and 

considerable work has now been done to tidy it up.  The Penn School has cut back 

trees and shrubs on their side of the boundary.  Considerable New Zealand Pygmy 

weed has been pulled out.  It was agreed to increase three annual strims to five.  

One of the two benches needs to be replaced. 

KG Litter bins -  It was agreed that the open litter bin at the seeleys Road end 

should be replaced.   

Joint meeting CWPC - We should ask if they would like a meeting. 

Football on Penn Street school field -  The request from the P&TG Football Club 



for the temporary use of the field for about 30 youngsters on Sunday mornings has 

been repeated, but it was agreed that the answer remains that the provision by the 

school of toilet facilities and parking is crucial.   

Penn Street Church field,  Japanese knotweed - The last check is due 24 Sep 14. 

Penn Street Church field - It was agreed to leave it uncut for the time being to  

encourage wild flowers. 

Penn Street field QE II gate - needs painting and repair with self-closing hinges  

(£100).  John Clark has volunteered to do it.  This was agreed. 

Penn Street common - The Squirrel has a No Parking sign taken out of the 

common near the pond. 

Parish grass-cutting - A further cut of W/Hill common and play area may be  

needed.  Local Members will confirm.  The 3-year contract has to go out to tender  

for next year before the January F&GP meeting. 

KG allotment bonfires  -  There have been two recent complaints.  Following  

advice from CDC's Environmental Health Officer the advisory public notice has 

been amended to recommend alternative ways of disposal where possible and it 

was agreed that this should be included in the tenancy agreement in future. 

Whielden Lane picnic area - The County Council is looking into the possibility of  

selling the land, but before doing so, of establishing a definitive FP through it. 

Meanwhile they will see if there is funding to get the hedge cut low to reduce  

nefarious activities. 

Orienteering in Penn Wood  -  We have been asked to agree to a February meeting  

using Penn Street common for the start.  This was agreed. 

Play area inspections - There is some relatively modest repair work needed. 

 

8) Finance & General Purposes  - No meeting had been held and so the  

minutes of the 17 July 2014 Council meeting were reviewed and there was  

discussion of the following items: 

    New Chairman - This was Cllr Lock's last meeting and so a new Chairman is  

    needed.  Cllr Mrs Seymour has said she will stand in. 

    Bank mandates - will need to be amended. 

    War memorials - The Penn and Penn Street memorials have both been approved  

    by the War Memorial trust for a 50% grant and a second quote is awaited.  The  

    W/Hill memorial needs a coat of whitewash on the horizontal sill below the  

    inscriptions. 
Registration of Parish land - Cllr Lock has maps showing the land already 

registered with Land Registry.  

 

Minute No 235 

Accounts for 

Payment 

 

  The list of cheques was approved. 

Minute No 236 

Date of Next Meeting 

 The next meeting will be held at 8 pm on Thursday 20 November 2014 in the 

 Village Hall, Penn Street.  

Minute No 237 

Resignation of a 

Councillor 

The Council heard with great regret that Cllr Brian Lock had nearly completed the  

process of selling his house and moving to Dorset.  He was therefore having to 

resign with immediate effect.  Grateful thanks were offered for his work during his 

time on the Council as Chairman of F&GP and the Devolution sub-committee and 

particularly in relation to computing, the parish website and mapping.  He is willing 

to continue to provide computing and mapping services for the parish. 

 

A notice advertising the vacancy is to be put on the local notice boards and, if there 

is no call for an election by 10 electors within 14 days, then the Council can co-opt 

until the next election.  

 

 


