
 

 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PENN PARISH COUNCIL 
 HELD ON 19 JANUARY 2017 IN THE COMMUNITY HALL, FORTY GREEN 

 

 
Present     Cllrs   Mrs M.Seymour (Chairman)         

         Mrs Jane Creasy 

         Mrs K.Dicker  

         D.Lander 

         M.A.Morley 

         M.Newth-West 

         Mrs R.Pocock 

         C.Hurst 

         G.Westmacott 

         R.Bentham 

         M.Raszpla 

 

Clerk N.F.Johnson 

 

Vistors: Mr D. Hoare, Mrs D.Marsden, Mr M.Bayley 

Apologies Chairman Mrs M.Seymour noted this was a Full Council meeting as all Councillors 

were present. 

 

Minute No 323 

Democratic Quarter of 

an Hour 

 

Mrs D.Hoare, Chairman of the Knotty Green Action Group informed the Parish 

Council about plans to save historic The Red Lion pub which has been put up for 

sale by Punch Taverns. For more than 300 years this pub has been a community hub. 

Mr D.Hoare has  used the pub for more than 30 years. Over the last 10 years the pub 

has been in decline owing to a lack of investment and the addition of pop-music.  A 

new Landlord has been installed. With excellent food and well-kept beers the pub’s 

turnover is now increasing. Such has been the improvement, the pub recently won a 

CAMRA award for the best pub in the Aylesbury area. It will now stay open beyond 

27th January 2017, the date earmarked for its closure. It is considered unlikely that 

the current owner will want to retain the premises. The Action Group would like the 

pub to become a community centre perhaps with flats over the premises, or meeting 

rooms for rent.   A property developer Relcap has pulled out buying it, so it might go 

up for auction. A lot of work is required internally. A price of £620,000 is likely. 

Purchasing the site for community use is being considered and a meeting is planned 

with the owner.  The Group would welcome attendance of a Local Parish Councillor 

when they meet with the owner. This was agreed. Support of the Parish Council in 

the event of future planning applications would also be helpful. Chair Mrs 

M.Seymour commented that until a meeting date was arranged, there was little 

action to be taken. Both parties agreed to keep in touch. Officers from the Action 

Group will send their contact details to the Clerk.  Cllrs were welcome to an event at 

the pub on Friday 27 January 2017 at 6.00pm at the Red Lion. 

 

Mrs M.Bayley reported a number of issues in Winchmore Hill, as follows:- 

The Notice Board – following the installation of the new Notice board, the List of 

Council meetings, a ‘No Parking on the Common Notice’ and the Dog Fouling 

Notice have gone missing. Clerk to investigate. 

Path across the Common to the Play Area – this needs cutting back so it is 

accessible for use by prams. Clerk. 

Derestriction sign at bottom of Horsemoor Lane – is lying on its side. This has been 

reported to Highways by Mr M.Bayley but no action has been taken. More than 28 

days has elapsed. Clerk to re-report the sign. 

Bus Shelters – these could do with repair, particularly the brick shelter where the 



 

 

render maybe a risk unless it is painted. Clerk 

Lease for land at The Memorial Hall - a letter of agreement will be provided. The 

Committee would welcome receiving this by 24
th
 January 2017. Clerk 

Ditch on the Common adjacent to the Allotments – this has been referred by the 

LAT’s to TfB Capital Drainage Team. Cllr M.Morley noted action was unlikely 

before the start of  FY 2017/18. 

 No issues were raised.  

 

Minute No 324 

Minutes of Meeting held 

on 16 Nov 16 

 

Cllr R.Pocock noted a c was missing from her name this will be corrected. Other 

than this the Minutes were agreed and signed by the Chairman. 

            

Minute No 325 

Matters arising from 

Minutes 

It was agreed that all the matters would be covered in Committee reports 

 

Minute No 326 

Reports from 

Committees 

 

1) Planning  -  There have been three meetings and  28 applications have been 

considered.  The shortest meeting considered just 5 applications and the 

longest 17.  We made 14 no comments, 4 were left to the Tree Officer to 

decide, 5 were concerns, 1 was an objection and 4 were strong objections. The 

objection was to 59 Hazlemere Road, for over development. This was 

permitted by CDC. Of the 4 strong objections, 3 were against installation of 

garages at Regius Court, one of which has been passed. The 2 remaining 

applications have been withdrawn but replacement applications have been 

submitted.  One case concerned an ancillary annexe in a gardens, we 

requested conditions be attached. Woodchester - a  fifth house, the subject of 

an appeal, has been passed by the National Planning Inspectorate. It was noted 

the developers have therefore achieved the five house scheme originally 

submitted. 

 

Letter from Mr B.Smith, Chief Executive to Mrs C.Gillan MP -  Cllrs M.Newth-

West and Chair Mrs M.Seymour met with the Local MP in December to discuss 

CDC’s plans for development in the Green Belt.  As a result, a letter regarding 

Preferred Site 3, known locally as the ‘Horsefields’ was sent to CDC. Mr 

B.Smith’s response does not reflect the most up-to-date position which is WDC 

have withdrawn their plans for development of part of this site and CDC’s Head 

of Planning has indicted they will not proceed alone. The Clerk has been in 

contact with CDC via email. As WDC have stated publicly in their Weekly 

Bulletin they will not proceed CDC’s response is perplexing.  It was agreed that 

the Planning Officers are under enormous pressure to find additional housing 

which is leading to some borderline plans being accepted. 

    

Cllr M.Morley reported he attended CDC’s Planning Committee hearing into the 

proposed annex at 62 Hazlemere Road. It was note the applicants have been 

invited to submit revised plans. 

 

2) Highways  -  there has been one meeting.  Cllrs M.Morley thanked Mr 

M.Bayley for his assistance reviewing street light replacement quotations.  

 

The Committee recommend replacing 40 units in 2017/18 at a cost of 

£11,300. CU Phosco are most competitive quote and offer a 6 year warranty. 

It is advantageous to have a single lighting supplier. Additionally, it would be 



 

 

useful to replace 2 or 3 units which have failed in other locations and there is 

an extra £700 in the budget to permit this. Extra units cost £185 each, or £450 

including installation. 

Security lighting, Chalcombe Place – it was noted the Parish Council provides 

footway lighting, not security lighting. Part-night lighting has been in place 

for nearly 2 years, saving street light energy costs without an increase in 

crime.  Residents can install additional lighting to safeguard their property but 

crime remains very low.   

MVAS -  the Committee recommend the purchase of a second MVAS unit at a cost 

of £2,200 and a LAF bid is anticipated for one half of this £1,100. A new unit 

will be easier to use. 

Repairs – various repairs were noted following the Highways Liaison meeting on 

14 December 2016 the minutes of which are available on the website. 

Gullies – the 2016/17 program has not been received. But one gully reported as 

blocked at 62 Hazlemere Road has been cleared. At Disraeli Park TfB have 

spent 3 days removing tree roots from blocked gullies. This shows the 

maintenance in past years has been poor. 

Anti-social parking on Coppice Farm Road - the Clerk is in touch with local 

residents who are considering how to proceed. A joint approach with CWPC 

is one option, White lines are another. Cllr M.Morley noted if double yellow 

lines are preferred we may be able to piggy back on a TRO which 

Beaconsfield Town Council is preparing which will be cheaper. Any spend 

would be unbudgeted. The scheme may qualify for LAF funds, so a bid in 

August might be successful for 2017/18. 

Spraying – quotes will be sought for 2017/18. Clerk 

Pond Close –access protection markings work, hence parking problems have 

abated. 

LAF bids -  three scheme have been submitted, as follows:- 

 The Church Road path - £9,800 this has been approved. The path from 

Slade’s garage toward the Crown Pub. However, this bid maybe redirected 

towards replacement footway lighting, a more pressing concern, if a separate 

bid for this is impossible. 

 Holtspur Lane -this bid has been withdrawn because TfB have agreed to 

repair the passing places from their budget. 

 Knotty Green Allotments - £500 towards a new access gate. 

Ledborough Lane – Cllrs agreed a proposed feasibility study to improve the 

A355/Ledborough Lane junction to direct traffic away from the town would need 

to be funded by Beaconsfield Town Council as the site for improvement lies 

outside the Parish.  Cllr A.Hardie should approach BTC. Clerk 

 

 Hedge cutting – Cllr M.Morley thanked The Penn Estate staff and Cllr M.Newth-

West for arranging the cutting the hedges along Common Wood Lane and Church 

Road both of which look very neat and tidy. It was noted the 40 sign near the 

Crown Pub is now visible but contractor Mr T.Barron has been approached to cut 

the hedge back further so it can be seen clearly. Clerk 

 

4) Finance & General Purposes  -  the minutes of the meeting on 13 

January 2017 were reviewed and Cllr J.Creasy commented on the 2017 

Budget:-. 

 

    Audit fees and bank charge–£360, an £60 extra has been budgeted  

Ponds and Common -  £3,200, an extra £200 been allocated. 

Legal costs – £2,500, including a provision of £2,000 against future legal costs.   

Penn War Memorial - £1,500, for Penn War Memorial 



 

 

Street lighting –  capital expenditure of £12,000 for replacing 40 street lights. The 

Clerk and Cllr J.Creasy expressed warm thanks for the most professional 

assistance provided by Mr M.Bayley in sourcing and reviewing the various 

quotes. 

Play equipment - £3,000, towards new equipment at Knotty Green recreation 

ground. 

MVAS - £1,100 – plus an application for LAF funding of £1,100 

 

A number of other draws on the Parish revenue were noted, including the potential 

for cessation of the devolution grant which declined by £500 this year. The 

current amount of £4,478 is only guaranteed for 3 more years after which time 

the parish may need to fund this. 

 

Cllr Creasy invited question on the Budget. Cllrs then discussed and agreed the 

2017 Budget. It was noted the mechanism for collecting the Precept was for 

the Clerk to notify CDC Democratic Services before the deadline of 31 

January 2017. 

 

Cllr K.Dicker queried whether we needed to spend £1,100 on a second MVAS, as 

we have not managed to extract any data from the existing unit, so it has not 

been useful.  A new unit would be easier to use reported Cllr M.Morley and 

we have 18 locations. Installation of the MVAS unit is an effective response 

to speeding complaints. The data can be used in a number of ways, by TVP 

for speeding complaints and by TfB for traffic volumes. Cllr M.Newth-West 

noted it was an effective speed check.  Cllr J.Creasy requested data on the 

MVAS become a regular report item at the Highways Committee and this was 

agreed.   The Clerk noted Great Missenden Parish Council/TVP are holding a 

Community Speeding Watch event on 13 February at 7.00pm. It will be 

possible  to see which equipment the Police is recommending. The Chairman 

requested a volunteer to attend and Cllr M.Morley agreed.  

 

 

Minute No 327 

Setting 2017/18 Precept 

 

Cllr J.Creasy recommended the 2017/18 Precept be set at £60,000 (v 2016/17 

£53,000).   There has been no rise for the last three years and only moderate 

rises in the last ten years. The £7,000 increase is a very small rise taken over 10 

years. The Band D charge is expected to rise to £25.48 and only 2 parishes in the 

District have a lower charge than this. The increase which had been 

unanimously recommended by the F&GP Committee was then agreed. 

 

 

Minute No 328 

Accounts for 

Payment 

The list of cheques was approved. 

Minute No 329 

AOB 

Enquiry about use of the Knotty Green Cricket Club from little Oaks Nursery 

 

Cllr R.Pocock noted a briefing paper had been distributed via e-mail and invited 

questions.  Cllr K.Dicker queried whether there was sufficient useable space at 

KGCC It was agreed some furniture would need to be moved to accommodate the 

Nursery and there was general agreement that walking the space and reviewing its 

planning would be helpful.  Cllr J Creasy queried whether the building was heated 

and how parking would be managed. Cllr R.Pocock explained portable heaters 

would be used and these work well in other nursery locations.  As the Pavilion is not 

currently used or heated in the winter, use by the Nursery all year around will mean 



 

 

the building is aired and heated which is an advantage.  Parking is a challenge and 

needs careful planning. 20 children are anticipated. Some residents will walk, as it is 

within walking distance. There are just 2 other pre-schools in Beaconsfield, both are 

on the other side of town which is inconvenient for Knotty Green residents. The 

children would be dropped off at 9.30am and picked-up at 1.00pm. Another option is 

a meet and greet service, where staff collect the children from the parents at the 

kerb-side. Residents’ concerns about driveway parking by KGCC are managed 

through use of bollards and the Nursery plan to emulate this.  Using the car park at 

The Red Lion for drop-off and collection is an attractive solution and it was agreed 

this was worth consideration. There are 13 places but this could be expanded to 16.  

Cllrs considered consultation with local residents in advance of any planning 

application to secure change of use would be good practice.  The Parish Council 

owns the building, some repairs and renovations may be necessary but this would 

not preclude its use. The KGCC have a non-exclusive lease and would need to be 

consulted. Some discussion of the type of agreement required  followed but this was 

inconclusive. Cllr M.Seymour commented the proposal was a good use of a building 

which would benefit more local families.  Inconvenience was minimal and 

concentrated during the day and after the rush hour. Cllr R.Bentham queried whether 

a wooden building would comply with current safety regulations and whether there 

would be any impact on the Parish’s insurance.  It was agreed that safety and 

appropriate cover were important considerations for the Council. Cllr K.Dicker who 

is professionally qualified in this respect generously offered to view the facility and 

advise Cllr R.Pocock further. At this point, Cllr M.Morley suggested a show of 

hands be taken on whether the Parish Council was happy to proceed in principle. 

This was agree by a majority. Cllr R.Pocock declared a pecuniary interest and 

abstained from the vote.  As regards timing, the aim is to leave the current premises 

in July and re-open at the KGCC in September 2017. 

 

Pennfest -Cllr D. Lander reported a recent Special Advisory Group meeting was 

cancelled because the Traffic Management plan is incomplete. Depending on the 

timing the Clerk may need to attend this, if Cllr Lander is away. Clerk 

 

Flooding at Penn Street – a local resident, Mr Bennett, who has suffered persistent 

roadside flooding in front of his house has emailed to thank the Parish Council. TfB 

intervention at the Parish’s request has corrected the problem. 

 

Finch Lane Residents Association -  reports of speeding traffic on the B474 have 

been sent to Cllr G.Westmacott. There is a 40 sign but this is being regularly 

exceeded. There is no MVAS site near here. It was agreed residents should go to 

Nicola Upton, TVP in the first instance. The Parish Council could follow this up if 

necessary. 

 

Penn School – Cllr J.Creasy reported meeting the Director of Education. Bucks CC 

would prefer a new senior school on the site but some doubt exists about the level of 

demand. Two of the three school applications to use the site have been rejected, the 

one remaining is for a Special School. The Regional Schools Commissioner has also 

met with Steve Baker MP. 

 

Parking at Penn Street – anti social parking by workers outside the offices at Penn 

Street is a problem. 10 or 11 cars are regularly parked on the pavement when there is 

adequate parking at the rear. This should be added to the agenda for the next 

Highways Committee meeting. 

 

Proposals for Modernising Local Government -  The District Councils have agreed 



 

 

on a 3 Unitary Council model one for Milton Keynes area, one for Aylesbury Vale 

and a joint CDC/South Bucks area. This will go DCLG, so there will be no decision 

on the Bucks CC Single Unitary proposal  in January. 

 

Minute No 330 

Date of Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be held at 8pm on Thursday 16 March 2017 in the 

Parish Rooms at Penn. 

 

 


