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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  

AND OF THE PENN PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD ON 19 MARCH 2015 IN THE PENN CHURCH HALL 

 
Present Cllrs  Mrs M. Seymour (Chairman) 

         M.J.Bayley 

         Mrs Kate Dicker 

         A.S.Hardie 

         D.Lander 

         M.Morley          

         M.Newth-West             

         C.Pointon-Taylor           

         M.J.Raszpla 

 

 Clerk M.S.Green 

 

Apologies  Cllrs S. Wapshare, G.Westmacott, County Cllr D.Schofield              

 

 

Annual Parish 

Meeting 

Mr Christopher Beck was present to follow up the concerns expressed in his letter 

to the Parish Council about street parking problems in Winchmore Hill & Penn 

Street.  These were discussed at some length with making the Hill one-way as a 

possibility, and it was decided to seek the views of the Winchmore Hill Residents 

Association.  Cllr Lander reported a very positive response in Penn Street both 

from the Hit or Miss and from the owner of the de Havilland Court offices.  

Mrs Jane Creasy was present to observe proceedings and was welcomed. 

 

Annual report 2014/15 
The Chairman announced that a report of the Council’s activities during the past 

year would be published in the forthcoming Annual Report which will be sent to all 

parishioners in May/June. 

 

              

                 PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
 

  
Minute No 251 

Minutes of Meeting 

held on 15 Jan 15 

 

The Minutes were agreed and signed by the Chairman 

 

 

Minute No 252 

Matters Arising 

From Minutes 

 

It was agreed that all matters would be covered in Committee reports. 

Minute No 253 

Reports From 

Committees 

1) Planning  -  There have been 3 meetings with 23 applications.  We have 

commented on 6 of which 2 expressed concerns and 3 were objections.  A brief 

summary was given.  It was noted that Penn Meadow Farm's application for a 

windmill had gone to appeal as had Evergreen's application for a detached two-

storey annexe. 

 

2) Devolution sub-committee -  The minutes of a meeting on 16 March 

with Tom Barron and Gerald Tack have been circulated.  The queries have mostly 

been answered.  Cllr Bayley and the Clerk attended a Parish Devolution meeting at 

Aylesbury on 12 March and both the Clerk and Tom Barron, our contractor, have 
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attend a safety awareness course.  We have received the Parish Devolution Scheme 

for Penn with a slightly reduced budget after taking out the embankment of the 

Forty Green funnel.   

 

The sub-committee recommended signing the Agreement, and a last minute 

warning by NALC not to sign because of legal imprecision has been dealt with by 

the County Council's legal team who have: 

1) Added an additional clause 3.2  Devolvement of the Council's Functions does not 

include devolvement of the Council's statutory responsibilities to deliver the 

Functions.   

2) Expanded clause 12.1 by adding and for the avoidance of doubt this clause does 

not prohibit the subcontracting of the undertaking of the Devolved Activities to a 

service Provider. 

3) Removed the current clause 12.2.   

These changes will not require a new Agreement but will be dealt with in due 

course by a Variation of our existing Agreement.   

It was therefore resolved to sign the Devolution Scheme Agreement dated 1 April 

2015 with the variations as set out above which are taken from Donna Boardman's 

e-mail of 19 March 2015.  This was done. 

 

3) Lighting sub-committee -  Cllr Bayley reported as follows: 

40 new LEDs, 16 Watt P852 CU Phosco lights have been installed. 
New photocells have been installed in 110 of 20W SL lights. 
All now part-night lighting, dusk to 12 & 5:30 to dawn, switching at 35 and 

75LUX. 
Electrical safety - All have been tested. 
Maintenance contract cancelled on all 40 new lights. 
The 2-weekly scouting contract was cancelled last year. 
Former Cllr Brian Lock has mapped all the lights to set up a system for reporting 

light failures. 
Cost of new lights & installation was £18,642.30 (£22,370.76 incl. VAT). 
Salix loan received of £11,251.04, to be repaid in 8 instalments of £1406.38 over 4 

years starting Oct 2015.  Thus immediate capital cost reduced to £7,391.26. 
Calculated savings per annum are of the order of £2,040 for electricity and £660 

for maintenance. 
 
Eon, which supplies the electricity for Winchmore Hill lights has just put up its 

tariff rate from 9.2p to 12.4p/kWh, but the cost of power for lights for a year is only 

£57, so the increase not significant. A contract would be much more expensive. 
SSE which supplies most of our power has just sent a new 1 year contract at 20% 

increased rates. This has been challenged since we were already in a 3 year fixed-

price contract which we were told would not be affected when we reduced 

consumption rates. This increase would reduce the savings by approx £120 per 

annum if applied. 
A round-up meeting is planned with CU Phosco.  
 
 

4) Highways Liaison meetings 

Meeting at the Amersham Depot - The Notes of the meeting on 18 March 15 were 

reviewed and discussed. 

Penn Surgery parking concerns were reported.  Discussions with the Surgery staff 

will continue. 

Roadside litter in the Penn Bottom area - prompted a horrified letter from a 

resident.   The CDC/WDC waste disposal team do now acknowledge that there is a 
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constantly reoccurring problem there and will monitor it to try and find the cause.   

Forty Green funnel - The painted footway at the side of the funnel is beginning to 

break up.  We paid a lot of money for it only a few years ago and should investigate 

whether there is any guarantee. 

 

5) Recreation & Open Spaces – No meeting had been held and so the 

minutes of the 15 Jan 15 Council Meeting were reviewed and there was discussion 

of the following items: 

 

W/Hill track repair -  There has been a site meeting to assess the scope of repair 

needed.  A quote is to be obtained. 

Pistles Pond -  All the work has been completed except for the repair of the floating 

duck platform.  There will be five annual strims instead of three.   

Beacon Hill garden plots - There is a new tenant. 

KG Zip Wire - The tyre has been replaced, but the wire needs some tightening. 

Wicksteed play Area inspection -  recommended repairs requiring some £300 worth 

of parts.  These have been ordered. 

KG Litter bins -  We still await quotes for a closed litter bin to replace the existing 

open one at the Seeleys Road end. 

KG Cricket Club hedge has been cut back very effectively to the pavement edge. 

Joint meeting CWPC -  There is little demand for a meeting. 

Widmer Pond - A No Fishing notice has been put up prohibiting fishing during the  

Close season from 15 March to 15 June. 

Jubilee Wood, Beacon Hill -  has made good progress with a tree-planting morning 

organised by the Chiltern Society. 
Penn Street Church field,  Japanese knotweed - A final inspection of the treatment 

work took place on 12 Nov 14. It found that all previous sites had been successfully 

treated and no re-growth was found, but 'a few new stunted canes were identified 

near the playing pitches and treated'.  A meeting was recommended for early 

summer of 2015 to review and agree any future work and we will be given a date in 

due course.   
  Penn Street field QE II gate -  Cllr Lander will follow up a quote of £250 by John 

Clark for painting and repair with self-closing hinges.   

Parish grass-cutting -  There were three very close quotes of which Tom Barron's  

was the lowest.  Concern was expressed that the first cut of W/Hill Common had 

been done too early. 

Whielden Lane picnic area - The County Council do not intend to reopen the area  

and are still looking into the possibility of selling it.  Before doing so, they hope to  

establish a definitive FP through it with a kissing gate at the entrance.   Some 

surfacing is needed on the path through the wooded area, but the quotes are over  

£1,000 and it was decided to delay any expenditure until we know who will own  

the area. 

Whielden Lane FP - the steps leading down to the picnic area end of the new FP 

along the side of the field have been repaired. 

Moles - are a problem around the war memorial at Penn Street and have returned 

immediately after the first cut.   Advice is that only a trap will be effective and Cllr 

Newth-West has a good mole-trapper in mind. 

Woodland Trust have asked if they can run some woodland activities on Penn 

Street common on 11 July, in conjunction with the beer festival. This would be 

family based activities such as treasure trails, guided walks and some craft based 

things such as face painting, willow weaving and wood turning with a bit a ‘camp’ 

near the pond as a welcome point.  Cllr Lander speak to them  with the thought that 

it might be better to restrict their advertising to the Beer Fest to avoid having too 

many visitors. 
Penbury Wood - All the trees have been taken down and we need to keep a 
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close eye on it to ensure replanting takes place. 

 

6) Finance & General Purposes 

There had not been a meeting since 8 Jan 15, but the following matters were 

discussed: 

 

Audit programme - has been circulated.  Mr Harold Porter has agreed to audit the 

account again this year on 30 April. 

Programme of meetings 2015/16 – A revised version of our internal programme has 

been circulated and notices will be sent out tailored to each notice board next week.   

Street lighting bill of £22,000 - can just be paid without drawing on our capital a/c.  

This will mean that we will not be transferring £2,000 from the current to the 

capital a/c as earlier agreed. 

Election costs - there will be none unless a parish election is required. 

Music Festival -  The application for a licence of up to 10,000 visitors was 

discussed and it was decided to leave it to SAG to decide. 

W/Hill Memorial Hall Management Committee -  It was agreed that Cllr Bayley 

should continue as the Parish representative after he had retired from the Council. 

 

Minute No 254 

Councillor vacancies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minute No 255 

Accounts for  

Payment 

 

 

Nomination Packs have been distributed to all Members.  Cllrs Bayley, Pointon-

Taylor and Wapshare will not be standing at the May election.  Cllr Newth-West 

intends to stand for Winchmore Hill.  There are therefore two vacancies at the 

Knotty Green end and one at the Penn end of the Parish 

 

Warm thanks were offered to Cllr Bayley for his 32 year service on the Council 

including ten years as Chairman, and to Cllr Pointon -Taylor for his 10 years 

service.  Both will be greatly missed. 

 

 

The list of cheques was approved.  

Minute No 256 

Date of Next 

Meeting 

The next meeting will be the Annual Meeting of the Council held in the Cricket 

Pavilion, Knotty Green at 8 pm on Thursday 14 May 2015.  Nominations for 

Chairman and vice-Chairman are required by Standing Orders at least 7 days 

beforehand.   

 

 


