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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  
AND OF THE PENN PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD ON 19 MAY 2021 PENN PARISH HALL 

 
Present Cllrs  Mr R.Bentham (Chair) 

         D.Lander 

         M.West 

         Mrs M.Seymour 

         G.Westmacott  

         M.Morley 

         Mrs R.Pocock 

         Mrs K.Dicker 

         Mrs D.Marsden 

 

 Clerk: N.Webster 

 Visitors: Cllr J.Waters, Cllr M.Dormer 

 

Apologies Minute 

No 432 

Election of 

Chairman 

Cllr Mrs I.Darby, G,Westmacott 

Minute No 433 

Election of 

Chairman 

Mike Morley nominated Roy Bentham as chair... seconded by Kate Dicker. He was 

duly elected. Cllr Bentham explained that he would be standing down as chair but 

was willing to continue pro tem to facilitate the election of a successor. 

 

Minute No 434 

Election of Vice 

Chair 

The Clerk added there has been one nomination for M.Morley for Vice Chair, 

from R.Bentham and this was seconded by Mrs R.Pocock. M.Morley was 

unanimously re-elected. 

Minute No 435 

Annual Meeting 

As there were no casual attendees, the Chair invited the Unitary Councillors to 

update the meeting. Cllr J.Waters reported complaints about speeding on the 

Penn Road were an issue and 700+ local residents had signed an online petition 

requesting the speed limit be reduced to 30 mph, from 40mph, from the  

junction with the Forty Green Road to the Parish boundary.  Another alternative 

was deploying the MVAS system; a new ground screw would qualify for 

Community Board funding.  

Mrs K.Dicker asked when the road surface on Witheridge Lane, opposite Crown 

Cottages, would be repaired? Also she was disappointed at the length of time 

taken to remove fly-tipping from Holtspur Lane. Despite reporting it several 

weeks ago, bags, gates and metal barriers  remain, and but emails from the 

Council show the matter has been passed to a contractor, implying it has been 

dealt with. J.Waters agreed the Council's email messaging requires 

improvement, it needs to show completion and progress and communication 

improvements will be made to manage the process and public expectations. Mrs 

M.Seymour raised Marrods Bottom, where fly-tipping on the Highways has left 

the road partly closed for more than two and a half weeks.  J.Waters reported it 

can take longer to remove fly-tipping from the Highways.  N.Webster enquired 

about response times to road sweeping requests and clearing of overflowing 

waste bins? In both cases, the standard response says 10 working days which is 

inadequate when parks are busy. J.Waters said Covid-19 had slowed the 

response times, but these should now improve, 10 working days was the 

maximum, and tasks should be completed far quicker.  The Clerk asked for the 

Parish's dissatisfaction on response times to be fed back and this was agreed. As 

regards capital programme roads works, this is easier to determine, as a lot of 

the work, which is weather dependent, happens in the summer months and the 

Witheridge Lane defect is on the programme for repair this year. 
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Cllr M.Dormer was warmly welcome to his first Parish Council meeting as a 

Unitary Councillor, and added he would have more to contribute, as he became 

familiar with local issues, but he was taking notes on his phone.  He noted he 

was Vice Chair of the Buckinghamshire Council's Committee for Young People 

and Education, and on the Council's Audit Committee, as well as several 

Community Boards. He was in favour of Community Boards continuing via 

Zoom which promoted public engagement and enabled Unitary Councillors to 

attend several meetings a night.  R.Bentham noted Councils and Parish Councils 

will need to re-assess how they are going to operate, whether they need to meet 

and what the dynamics of their meetings will be.  Processes around meetings 

have changed, and encouraging participation is a factor, some residents find 

Zoom meetings more attractive and want them to continue.  M.Morley noted 

they were also greener and saved travel time. Government regulations prevent 

Parish Council meetings taking place via Zoom and the Parish has contributed 

to the government consultation, as the restriction is unnecessary and Councillors 

are able to determine what works best for local communities.   

Minute No 436 

Appointments and 

Committees 

R.Bentham noted that M.West had inadvertently missed the deadline for 

submission of election forms, which was an oversight, and prevented him standing 

for re-election at the Parish Council elections in May. M.West was present he noted 

and had indicated his willingness to stand again as a Parish Councillor for Penn 

Street ward. The Clerk noted a Casual Vacancy had been re-advertised, and having 

received no other expressions of interest, the Council then determined to co-opt 

M.West on to the Parish Council. The Clerk noted he would need to attend and sign 

the Declaration of Acceptance of office and complete a Register of Interest form. 

Clerk 
 
R.Bentham reviewed a list of the Committees and membership for 2020/21 and no 

changes were made. 
 
Two other Casual Vacancies have been advertised on local notice boards and four 

expressions of interest have been received to date. Meetings with prospective 

Councillors have been arranged with a view to co-opting two new Councillors at 

July's Full Council meeting. 
 

Minute No 437 

Minutes of Meeting 

held on 17 March 21 

 

The Minutes of the last meeting were agreed and signed by the Chairman and it 

was agreed all matters arising would be dealt with in Committee reports.  

Minute No 438 

Matters Arising 

From Minutes 

 

1) Planning  -  M.West reported there had been 3 meetings, on 30 March, 13 

and 27th April at which 23 applications were considered, as follows:- 
14 No comments 
3 Cases were referred to the Tree Officer 
2 Concerns 
2 Serious Concerns, and  
3 Serious Objections 
 
The serious objections were to Little Penn Farmhouse, where the applicants wished 

to build a shed, and was trying into establish woodland as residential curtilage.  In 

respect of Gable Cottage a listed cottage in the Conservation Area in Penn, this has 

gone to Committee and was passed 7:2.  M.West noted there was an interesting 

argument in Committee, on whether you could object to an HB application, when 

the FA application has been agreed, and it was determined to ask the advice of the 

Planning Officers on this point. Clerk Finally on the Royal Standard of England's 

application, where it was noted many of the issues are Enforcement related, and in 
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respect of which a further brand new new application has been submitted for a 

'cloister', Mrs K.Dicker noted there were many issues, and the applicant's lack of 

respect for planning law had eroded trust and the Clerk was asked to follow up with 

Enforcement. Clerk 
Neighbourhood Plan - a Strategic Working party has been formed, to progress the 

Neighbourhood Plan and a meeting with key local contacts is planned for the 19th 

June.  Draft Plan Objectives have been written and these will be circulated for 

wider comment.  A survey of local residents is planned to take place in September 

and the group is planning a range of communications and events to support the data 

gathering survey.  The results will inform what should be in the Neighbourhood 

Plan. 
 
M.West indicated he intended to stand down as Chair of the Planning Committee, 

noting it's consensus decision making model has served the parish well, it is a 

model of how a Committee should work.  In many  years, only one application had 

been put to a vote, and time and again the Committee was able to reach a 

conclusion which commanded general support. He then thanked the Committee 

members for their support and hard work and suggested Mrs K.Dicker would make 

a worthy successor. 
 

2) Finance & General Purposes Committee 

The Chair reviewed the Minutes of the recent meeting, The Summary of Accounts 

and Financial Statements to 31 March 2021 had been circulated and no questions 

were raised.  The Clerk was commended by R.Bentham and thanked for her timely 

preparation of the year-end finances. 

Internal Audit - the Parish received a complimentary report from its auditor, who 

had written to the Chair, and there are no matters to bring to the Council's attention.  

Financial Position - Penn Parish is in a comfortable financial position at year end 

with a year's working capital. 

Devolution - we have received £4,478 for the new financial year. 

Annual Statements - The meeting moved to consider the Annual Statements. The 

Clerk noted the F&GP Committee had recommended the Annual Return Section 1 

for approval, followed by Section 2, also recommended for approval together with 

the Explanation of Variances, Fixed Asset Register, Risk Assessment and Audit 

Timetable.  

Audit 2020/21  - it was noted that the Internal Auditor had no criticisms of the 

accounts and has signed Section 4, of the Internal Audit Report, on page 3, on 30 

April 2021. He has also checked and agreed sections 1 and 2 together with the bank 

reconciliation and an explanation of the differences between 2019/20 and 2020/21 

and so has the F&GP Committee.  Sections 1 and 2 were then agreed by the 

Council and the documents were then signed by Chairman and Clerk in this order, 

followed by the other documents A note of the dates when the accounts (14th June-

23rd July) are open for inspection by electors, together with a summary of the 

electors' rights will be displayed on local notice boards and online.  The Audit 

Return will be sent to PFK Littlejohn. 

 

Town and Parish Charter - this was created to describe how the new Unitary 

Council will work with Towns and Parishes and the Clerk noted she had been part 

of the working group. The final document had been circulated to Councillors and 

Parish support was recommended. The Charter was then agreed. 

 

PEN 56/2 -  Council considered and approved a letter to a local resident whose 

house borders this bridleway.  M.Morley asked the Clerk to report the encroaching 

fence to Rights of Way and this was agreed. A Site meeting was also suggested.  

Clerk M.West noted irrespective of the land, if it is a Bridleway, the question is 
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likely to be 'is there an obstruction'?  If the Council claim's possessory title they 

have to maintain the public right of way. In our view the Parish Council is the 

defacto owner of the land, and our Minutes record maintenance of this Bridleway 

going back over many years. It was agreed to work with the Unitary Council's 

Right's of Way Team and the resident to find a solution. Clerk  

 

Hedgerows - should not be cut until after birds have finished nesting. Clerk 

 

Minute No 439 

Accounts for  

Payment 

 

 

The list of cheques was approved.  

Minute No 440 

Date of Next 

Meeting 

The next meeting will be the held at 8 pm on Wednesday 14 July 2021.  

 

 

 

  

 


