
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PENN PARISH COUNCIL 
 HELD ON 21 JANUARY 2021 via Zoom 

 

 
Present     Cllrs   R.Bentham (Chair)         

         Mrs M.Seymour 

         Mrs K.Dicker  

         D.Lander 

         M.A.Morley 

         M.West 

         C.Hurst 

         G.Westmacott 

         R.Bentham 

         Mrs J.Creasy 

         Mrs D.Marsden 

         Mrs R.Pocock  

 

Clerk N.F.Webster 

Vistors: Cllr J.Waters, C. Judge, N.Barber 

Apologies Mrs I.Darby 

 

Minute 414 Declarations 

of Interest 

R.Bentham declared an interest, because his home backs onto the P&TG Cricket 

Club ground and excluded himself from this item. 

M.West declared an interest as Estate Manager to Penn Estate, and neighbour, over 

the planning application to put a phone mast at Penn Street Farm.  

Minute No 415 

Democratic Quarter of 

an Hour 

 

R.Bentham warmly welcomed Nick Barber, Operations Manager and Chris Judge, 

Chair of Penn Street Cricket Club (PCC), who gave a short presentation of plans to 

re-develop the cricket pavilion. PCC has been in existence for 112 years, the current 

buildings date from 1920's and 1968 and are run down and no longer fit for purpose. 

PCC which uses P&TGFC changing facilities has no certainty of tenure and wishes 

to secure its future; a further issue is the veranda has been turned into storage by 

P&TGFC, and the cricket field is no longer visible.  PCC wishes to build on its 

success, especially its youth players and 3 senior teams and to attract future 

generations. The majority of PCC members support the proposals. Questions 

followed the short presentation about the feasibility.  D.Lander asked for 

confirmation PCC need a new pavilion and this was agreed. Both knocking down 

and rebuilding on the existing footprint or by re-building on another area of the site 

are being explored.  M.Morely said the original purpose of the site was not limited to 

cricket and he was in favour of wider use of a new facility, especially by schools. 

And the Club agreed, if this was possible, it was desirable. But Mrs J.Creasy noted 

plans were are an early stage and urged against mission creep beyond cricket, as 

villagers in the vicinity would be concerned if there was intensification of use and 

increase in traffic.  As regards the proposed bar, this could adversely affect local 

pubs.  Officers advised the bar taking are needed to fund PCC. The plan is to open 

the bar after nets on Wednesday and on Saturday and Sunday. Footfall should not 

increase but there will be substitution from P&TGFC to PCC. Location is a key part 

of the feasibility study, how to use the area. At present you cannot see the whole 

ground. The ideal location would be at the boundary edge. M.Morley added in terms 

of design, the 1986 plans were attractive and provided a good starting point.  Penn 

Street Village Hall is an example of a building which was recently granted 

permission with a sympathetic design. Following the Chiltern Design Guidelines 

would be advisable, and the Clerk was asked to send a copy. Clerk  R.Bentham 

thanked PCC’s officers warmly, noting the very welcome early engagement, which 

is important to secure community support. 

  

Minute No 416 

Minutes of Meeting held 

on 18 Nov 20 

The Chair agreed the minutes of the last meeting. It was agreed these would be 

signed at the next available opportunity. 



 

            

Minute No 417 

Matters arising from 

Minutes 

It was agreed all matters arising would be covered in Committee reports. 

 

  

 

Minute No 418 

Reports from 

Committees 

 

1) Planning  -  There have been three meetings on 24 November 2020, 15 

December and 5 January 2021.  31 applications have been considered.  We 

made 17 no comments, 3 were concerns, 6 cases were referred to the Tree 

Officer, 2 strong concerns and 2 Objections. The Strong Objections were to 

conversion of an agricultural building on Whielden Lane, Winchmore Hill, 

which should not be approved.  Also to the Certificate of Lawfulness 

application for The Old Post House, Penn which is claiming as residential 

curtilage land to the rear, despite this argument being rejected by the National 

Planning Inspectorate in 2013.  There followed some discussion of whether 

this application had been called in. and J.Waters agreed to follow this up.   

 

Applications awaiting a decision - as regards the Potters Arms application for 

an outside bar, this has yet to be decided, but a decision must be close.  On 

Gable Cottage, Penn, J.Waters noted Historic Buildings reports are delayed 

owing to volume of requests and Bucks Council has requested additional 

support from HBO’s in the Aylesbury and High Wycombe areas. Mrs 

J.Creasy  noted it was disappointing the HBO’s site visit had not included 

affected neighbours and it was agreed to raise this with the case officer. Clerk  

Penn Street Phone Mast – a 22.5m mast is proposed on land to the rear of 

Penn Street Farm.  But there is no proper access, except through a working 

farm which is unacceptable and no access lane to the site, other than across a 

working field. Both issues need to be addressed. Although representations 

have been made to the phone company and its agent, Galliford Try, without 

resolution of these problems, the proposal is unlikely to be agreed by the 

landowner. The Clerk added she had been in contact with the company to 

provide feedback on local opinion, following a survey. A small majority of 

residents supported having better mobile coverage, but a lower mast would be 

preferable and the site needed landscaping as the mast will be very visible in 

AONB, especially the view from Winchmore Hill Common.  

 

Neighbourhood Plan – Councillors considered the SWOT analysis shared by 

Hazlemere Parish Councillor, P.Fleming and discussed the merit of preparing 

a Neighbourhood Plan. Capacity is an issue, but a plan once made would have 

legal standing.  M.Seymour said she was opposed but since the rejection of 

the Local Plan, circumstances had changed, and it would be foolish not to 

think about it. M.Morley noted it was a lot of work. R.Bentham remarked it 

would place additional pressure on the Clerk, and he was not in favour of 

preparing a joint plan with another Parish, even though Beaconsfield Town 

Council and Hazlemere had enquired.  However, there could an opportunity to 

share experience. Mrs J.Creasy added it was a sensible idea  and M.West 

noted we had a community voice and not to use it would be a mistake.  It was 

agreed to investigate the use of consultants, alongside the Clerk and to set up a 

Strategic Working Party. Up to £18,000 in grant funding is available. R. 

Bentham then called for an indication of those opposed to the idea and there 

were none. J.Waters noted the old Local Plan now provided little protection 

against speculative development. The New Bucks Plan will still need to find 

housing and the numbers will have increased. Green Belt will need protection, 

and we will have to find locations at a time when Beaconsfield is pushing 

housing away. Rebuilding town centres may provide scope for further housing 

but this has not been quantified.  Successful NP’s involve local residents and 



their representatives, and it will be important to reach out to interested 

residents and use local expertise, not just come at it from a Conservation Area 

perspective. NP’s are not just about housing but also add value by considering 

the value of Open Spaces and Leisure facilities.  NP’s need updating, so once 

we start doing this, we will need to keep it up to date.  Mrs D.Marsden 

indicated the timing of the new Bucks Plan could be an issue. Clerk J.Waters 

noted he supported the idea and it would be good to get it done before the new 

Bucks Local Plan, and although it was expected this would take three years, in 

practice these things usually take far longer.  R.Bentham then proposed 

preparing a NP and Mrs M.Seymour seconded it and the motion was agreed. 

Clerk 

 

2) Highways  -  there has been one meeting on 9 December 2020, when 

D.Lander was in the Chair owing to M.Morley’s ill-health. 

 

M.Raven our Local Area Technician was warmly thanked via Zoom, for 

recent patch and lane works across the parish, a number of high priority roads 

had been repaired which is very welcome. 

 

Priority roads for repair – a  revised list of roads was circulated and agreed. 

          TfB, passing place – a letter needs to be been sent to TfB. Clerk 

 

Gullies – there is a long list of sites which need emptying and only 2 gully 

emptying machines. A Super Sucker has to be hired in for more difficult jobs. 

J.Waters said he is meeting the LATs every eight weeks and this is a new 

initiative. The LAT’s have also been brought back in as Bucks Council staff.  

The Clerks was asked to send a list of known problems, especially old items. 

Clerk.  The level of rain is causing issues across the Parish. The Super Sucker 

has attended to old problem areas such as Penn Street and Beacon Hill  and 

Potters Cross is on the list for Spring. 

      Owing to a poor signal and another meeting respectively, Mrs K.Dicker and 

Mrs R.Pocock left the meeting at this point.  

      G.Westmacott noted the gullies on the Forty Green Road, 18 of 19 are 

blocked. And M.Morley noted he had recently reported a whole list of gullies, 

most of the Hazlemere Road are blocked. Mrs J.Creasy said there would no 

reason all these issues are being called out, other than they need regular 

maintenance. Mrs D.Marsden noted more positively that drainage issues at 

Disraeli Park, which had required sandbags, had been cleared and this had 

fixed the problem. J.Waters reported the gully machines are never in the 

garage but we do need to invest more in improving drainage, to save in other 

areas, such as road damage. 

 

MVAS data - has not been downloaded since Summer 2019 and there are 

some questions whether the machine is working.  M.Morley said he had been 

able to download data before Christmas but this has yet to be analysed. 

Problems arise when the battery is changed without the machine being turned 

off. Clerk to advise contractor. 

           Parking Review – lines will be installed in  Spring 2021 

           White lines -fading lines need reporting on fxmystreet.com.  

Signs – the finger post direction sign on Common Wood Lane, at the junction 

with Penn Bottom, will be replaced with one which says additionally  

‘Unsuitble for HGV’. 

Road sweeping – there was general agreement sweeps are not being 

undertaken regularly.  The B474 has not been swept in sometime. It is only 

possible to report 50m sections of roads noted the Clerk.  

Street lights – a couple of poles in Knotty Green and wobbly and require 

repair, the ground around the base may have subsided. Most columns are over 



40 years old. It was agreed to obtain a quote for cleaning the first batch of new 

LED units installed 5 years ago. Clerk Also to investigate the costs of stress 

testing the remaining old lamp columns, to make sure they are secure and fit 

for purpose. Clerk  

E-scooter pilot - 25 scooters are being trialled and are proving popular. 

Common Wood Lane – a local resident is concerned about HGV’s and 

speeding traffic. There followed some discussion and it was agreed traffic 

calming was undesirable because of the location close to a dangerous junction, 

chicanes, or humps could cause cars to back up.  Speeding is a problem 

though and TVP will be asked to conduct an enforcement operation. Clerk  

M.West noted Penn Street is another area which would benefit from 

enforcement. Clerk 

Fixmystreet.com -   a number of issues have been identified with the website, 

especially reports disappearing before cases are closed.  This is to prevent 

multiple reports of the same issue and therefore works order, all dealing with 

the same task. Bucks Council are aware of the issue; the problem is a defect 

needs to have been reported in order to make a successful claim for tyre 

damage. 

Hedges – overgrown hedges should be reported; photos are useful. 

 

3) Finance & General Purposes  -  the minutes of the January meeting 

were reviewed by Mrs M.Seymour :-. 

 

    Working Capital -  PPC have a year’s working capital (in case of adversity), the     

balance stands at a healthy £127,000. Some of this is allocated to projects however.  

Internal Auditor - Mr H.Porter was re-appointed 

    Income and Expenditure Account at 31.12.20 was then reviewed followed by the 

Summary of Accounts at 31.12.20 and both were agreed.  There were no question 

and the following items were noted:. 

 

Capital Projects for 2020/21 - the list of projects was reviewed:-   

 Bollards £13,000 – this has item been dropped 

 Penn Street pond £2,000 - this is project outstanding The Estate’s tractor is 

unsuitable and another contractor K.Earle has been suggested. Clerk 

 Chancellors  £9,295 agreed 2 nest swings, awaiting grant funding 

 Chancellors path - £2k budget (quote £7,195) More quotes required.Clerk 

 KGRA wet pour surfaces - £12,340 complete 

 KGCC gate – gate replaced (£1,700) complete 

 Parking Scheme -  consultation complete, awaiting installation (£4,791). 

 

Mrs M.Seymour then invited questions on the Budget for 2021/22. Council then 

discussed and agreed the 2021/22 Budget.  The following Capital Projects are 

recommended and these were all agreed:- 

W/Hill, Nest Swing £7,000 

Parish Computer Replacement £2,000 

Bike Stand and Shelter, Parish Office £1,000 

W/Hill, Edging for the Common £15,000 

Play Area Improvements - £5,000 

Website £1,200 

Whichert Close parking scheme £8,000 (provision) 

Penn Road, Pedestrian Crossing £10,000 (provision) 

 

Tender for Grass Cutting Services (3 year parish grass cutting and 1 year 

devolution) – the Committee’s recommendation to stay with CTR 

Maintenance Ltd was agreed, as the company provided the most competitive 

quote. The Clerk has discussed phasing of work with the contractor. 

  



Website – res-design and updating of the Parish website was agreed, subject to 

tender. Clerk 

 

Minute No 419 

Setting 2021/22 Precept 

Mrs M.Seymour recommended the 2021/22 Precept be set at £67,000 (v 2020/21 

£65,700), an increase of £1,300. This represents an increase of 2% and is inline 

with Bucks Council’s rise, also 2%. The estimated Band D charge for Penn 

Parish is expected to rise to £28.22, a 3.6% rise on last year (v 2020/21 £27.23). 

The increase which had been unanimously recommended by the F&GP 

Committee was then agreed. 

Minute No 420  

Schedule of meeting for 

2020/21 

The 2021/22 programme of meeting was circulated and approved with no 

amendments. Notice of Public Meetings will be put on the website and local notice 

boards. Clerk 

Minute No 421 

Accounts for 

Payment 

The list of cheques was approved.  

Minute No 422 

AOB 

There were no items 

 

Minute No 423 

Date of Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be held at 8pm on Wednesday 17 March 2021 via Zoom. 

 

 


