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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  
AND OF THE PENN PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD ON 20 JULY 2017 IN THE PENN CHURCH HALL 

 
Present Cllrs  Mrs J Creasy (Chairman) 

         R.Bentham 

         C.Hurst 

         D.Lander 

         M.Morley          

         M.Newth-West 

         M.Raszpla 

         G.Westmacott 

         Mrs K.Dicker 

         Mrs R.Pocock                        

 

 Clerk N.Johnson 

 

Visitors: Mrs C Jones, Sgt Paul Cossey, PCSO, Max Clark, Cllr Mrs I.Darby 

 

Apologies  Cllr Mrs M.Seymour 

 

 PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
 

             
Democratic 

Quarter of an Hour 

The Chair Mrs J.Creasy warmly welcomed Sgt Paul Cossey who is in charge of 

local area policing, replacing Sgt Nicky Upton.  He has 14 years service with the 

Force including in High Wycombe, working in CID, so is familiar with the area. In 

the last few years he has been deployed in Chesham.  His preference is to listen to 

locals and their problems and put in place strategies to tackle issues, which include 

anti-social behaviour and tackling traveller incursions.  His area includes Penn, 

Amersham, the Chalfonts and Prestwood. He has 8 PCSO and 2 PC’s. PCSO Max 

Clark will be responsible for Penn, Winchmore Hill and Closehill until October 

when he joins the regular police, so he will be our main point of contact. PCSO 

Clark then gave his card to the Clerk. 
 
Cllr M.Morley queried the Police’s role dealing with anti-social parking.  Parking 

on Double yellow lines is a civil issue, enforced by TfB’s contractor. But parking 

within 10m of a junction, obstruction of the pavement which restricts the 

pavement’s use by pushchairs or wheelchairs users and blocking driveways can be 

tackled. These can lead to parking fines, although educating offenders is preferred 

in the first instance. In the case of inconsiderate motor bike riding, for example 

‘wheelies’, taking the registration number of the offender and reporting it is 

recommended. Cllr Mrs J.Creasy invited PCSO Max Clark to attend future Parish 

Council meetings, to keep in touch with local concerns.  
 
Cllr I.Darby praised the Police’s quick response to the recent traveller incursion 

and Sgt Cossey’s role particularly.  Cllr M.Morley noted that locals particularly 

feared the mess left, which in this case included human excrement which is 

expensive and difficult to clean up.  Cllr I.Darby reported 42 sacks of refuse had 

been collected. 
 
Mrs C.Jones, a local resident of Knotty Green, was welcomed to the meeting. She 

wishes to purchase a small piece of Highway's verge on the junction of Red House 

Close and the Forty Green Road from the Bucks County Council Highways, who 
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advised Mrs Jones to make the Parish Council aware of the scheme.  No permission 

or approval is sought, Mrs Jones is just seeking to understand the process.  Cllr Mrs 

J.Creasy confirmed that if planning permission was being sought, this would need 

to follow Chiltern District Council’s due process. There followed some discussion 

of the processes for lifting Highway’s Rights, about which Mrs Jones is taking 

professional advice. It was agreed this was a legal issue and Mrs Jones approach 

seemed sensible.  Cllr Mrs K.Dicker commented the sale might be contentious, 

because the verge linked the public footpath which ended at Eghams Wood Road 

with the painted ‘funnel’walkway which serves the Forty Green community, also 

that loss of the vision splay might have safety road implications.  Mrs J.Creasy then 

brought the discussion to a close and thanked  Mrs Jones for taking the time to 

inform the Council of her proposals and confirmed that the Clerk should be her 

contact. 
Minute No xxx 

Minutes of Meeting 

held on 339 June 17 

 

R.Bentham noted he was present and the Clerk confirmed the draft Minutes had 

been corrected to show this.  The Minutes were agreed and signed by the Chairman. 

 

 

Minute No 340 

Matters Arising 

From Minutes 

 

It was agreed that all matters would be covered in Committee reports. 

Minute No 341 

Reports From 

Committees 

1) LAF Meeting – Cllr G.Westmacott presented a short report of the meeting 

and note the Parish Council’s application for a grant fot new footway lights for 

£4,950 has been approved which was very welcome news.  It was reported  that 

£13,000 is still available. There followed some discussion of potential schemes 

which was inconclusive and the Clerk reported a paper listing the schemes which 

LAF had funded in the past had been circulated to the Council to prompt 

suggestions. 2017/18 Highway’s schemes should be submitted to LAF by 31 

August, general schemes can follow later. It was agreed that the criteria were quite 

tight, so it was necessary to carefully consider proposal and tailor the applications 

to meet the criteria, also that the the list of previous schemes would be re-

circulated. Clerk. On a different topic, year 2 of the Gully program year 2 has 

commenced including South Bucks and Chilterns and 1,700 gullies have been 

cleared, reported Cllr D.Lander. Cllrs noted that no program had been provided to 

Penn despite frequent requests and Cllr Mrs I.Darby said she was aware of the 

problem and would enquire. It was also noted the B474 had been dropped from the 

resurfacing program and Rosie Taylor from TfB agreed to look into why.  There 

then followed discussion of the poor condition of the B474, which is the Parish 

Council’s top priority for repair. An extensive patch and plane is one option. A 

number of local roads are on have been listed for closure for micro-surfacing which 

preserves the road surface, between June and October 2017. Councillors felt this 

was not suitable for the B474. 

Cllr J.Creasy then thanked Cllr Mrs I.Darby’s for taking an interest in the footway 

lighting matter, which was particularly appreciated.  

Cllr M.Raszpla queried whether the old style ‘orange’ street lights near Potters 

Cross which needed replacing and it was observed these belong to Bucks County 

Council, not the Parish. Also whether progress had been made repairing the 

traditional cast-iron sign on Elm Road, and it was suggested Cllr M.Morley cover 

this in his Highways Committee report. 

 

2) Planning  -  There have been 3 meetings on 30 May, 20 June and 11 July 

with 34 applications.  We have 23 No Comments, 2 were referred to the Tree 

Officer, 5 Concerns, 4 Objections.  The Objections were as follows: To 

replacement outbuildings at The Cottage in Closehill Lane where there have been 
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several retrospective applications already. The plans were inadequate and incorrect 

and so we felt based on the evidence we should object. Secondly, to Rose Cottage, 

Penn Street where the applicant wants to put a large extension on the side, which is 

dominant and detrimental to the attractive Grade II listed cottage. Cllr D.Lander 

noted this had now been granted permission which was disappointing. Thirdly 3 

Lower Drive, a large extension on a narrow plot was over-dominant, but the 

problem could be addressed by re-positioning and setting it back.  Finally, Land at 

the rear of Hillcroft -   a peculiar application. The variation application arises in 

part because the original plans showed the neighbouring property, Nightingales 

incorrectly in relation to the new house. CDC first said this wasn’t an issue because 

the new house was shown correctly on its plot, even though everyone who looks at 

the new property does so in relation to its neighbours. CDC have now back tracked 

somewhat, the application has been re-submitted as a variation application, which if 

approved will correct previous deficiencies, although CDC explain this not a new 

FA/full application. On the new plans the neighbour’s house is still drawn 

incorrectly. The Committee did not object to the original plans but may have done 

had the original plans been accurate. The Committee wished to see CDC go back to 

the beginning and ask for the whole scheme to be submitted afresh with correct 

plans, but it seems CDC's approach is to retrospectively correct the deficiency. The 

Parish Council has done all it can, buy asking for the application to be called into 

Committee, based on procedural deficiency. Cllr A.Hardie considers CDC Planning 

Committee the wrong forum to address these concerns. The neighbours could as a 

first stage apply for permission to seek a Judicial Review of the case, which would 

look at procedures. Cllr R.Bentham added in his opinion the Local Authority 

Officer should have noted the  drawings were incorrect and not sent them out for 

public consultation.  Cllr M.Newth-West  offered to speak to the neighbours if 

necessary.   

As regards the container/football stand at P&TGFC the Committee has been 

advised that P&TGFC will require planning permission for the two containers, 

which is good news because the full planning approval will establish the position of 

the containers and the Club’s compliance with CDC’s planning process.  

   

3) Recreation & Open Spaces – Cllr K.Dicker briefly summarised a 

number of recent issue before turning to two important matters:- 

 

JKC, Penn Street – our previous contractor Japanese Knotweed Control Limited 

has offered a free site to check for re-growth. Reliable local contractor Mr T.Barron 

has gained his spraying licence and may provide a more competitive quote. Clerk. 

Knotty Green Allotment -  the rent was increased this year by £10/pa, but concerns 

have been expressed about hedge trimming which have been noted. Water costs 

have increased to nearly £460pa from approx. £160pa.  A proactive tenant, Mrs 

I.Sashar has succeeded in getting a grant of £280 from Affinity Water for Business 

Community Fund to fund sustainable water use. The grant will be used to fund 

mulch and water buts to promote sustainable water use which will help reduce 

costs. 

Knotty Green Play Area- our quarterly safety inspection highlighted a complete 

repair to the Supernova was required and Kompan its manufacturers were chosen. 

The contractor failed to clear up which resulted in an injury caused by swarf. This 

site should have been cleaned by the Kompan fitter’s. As Cllrs monitor social 

media the problem was picked up quickly. Cllr K.Dicker attended and closed the 

ride and taped it off. Mr T.Barron followed to clear the site of debris.  Kompan has 

accepted responsibility for the error and is investigating. They have promised us a 

copy of their report and are dealing with the injured child’s family. The Clerk has 

been in touch with the both parties to advises what steps have been taken to make 

the site safe. Kompan have agreed to attend to clean the site professionally. Cllrs 
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applauded Kate Dicker for her swift intervention and thanks Mr T.Barron. It was 

agreed that using a reputable professional contractor for repairs was vital as the 

health as safety of children is a primary concern. Cllr M.Morley added any faults 

should be reported to the Parish Council. 

 

KGCC -   the Council’s insurance requires the leasee (KGCC) to have a fire risk 

assessment in place, which has yet to be received. Advice on this has been sought 

from the Parish's Insurer and Bucks Fire Service. Keys and copies of the fixtures 

list and accounts have also been requested but without success.  The Club has made 

some progress supplying information required by our insurer, the electrical safety 

certificate is up to date, for example. Some repairs have been made to the fabric of 

the building.  The Surveyor’s Report shows a number of areas require which 

improvement which will need to be followed up. Clerk Cllr Mrs K.Dicker noted the 

Council’s insurance policy was invalidated without the risk assessment and in the 

light of the recent Grenfell Tower disaster, the Council has a serious responsibility 

as public landlord as did the Club and its officers.  Cllr Mrs J. Creasy said she was 

uncomfortable that the Club has missed the deadlines to supply information, despite 

Cllrs assisting with the initial assessment and emails and conversation with the 

Club’s President requesting action.  One option could be to revoke the lease, which 

expires on 31 August 2019, giving 6 months’ notice of a material breach.  Cllr 

M.Newth-West favoured allowing the club until 31 August to comply, but not 

allowing the lease to continue to next season unless the Risk-Assessment was 

received. It was agreed the Council has no choice because as Landlord we must 

prioritise public safety. It was agreed to allow the Club until 31 August to produce 

a complete proper fire risk assessment. Then to ask the Club to ensure any items 

identified need to be complete within a reasonable time frame, for example by the 

end of September, well before the starts of the next season. Clerk to write to the 

Club. 

 

There followed some discussion of the impact of the new MEES Regulations on 

building such as the Cricket Pavilion. This is a new area and professional guidance 

will be required before we can determine their impact. Clerk  Sight of the Club’s 

accounts will be required before the Council is approached for a contribution 

towards a replacement building or asked to contribute towards Pavilion repairs.  

Cllr R.Bentham suggested the Council should consider the future of the Pavilion 

again at its next meeting.  

 

4) Highways 

 

Cllr Morley reported the Committee met on 21 June :- 

 

The Minutes of the last meeting, Anti-Social Parking were amended. Parking 

on the Common in Penn is not permitted, the culprits were not identified and 

P&TGFC members have been advised not to do this, so it was unlikely to be 

Club members. This followed a complaint from the Chairman of P&TGFC, 

Tony Hurst, which was accepted.  There followed some discussion of the 

problem of anti-social parking along Elm Road. Cllr M.Morley noted access 

protection marking are an effective means of tackling anti-social parking, 

where cars block drives, or reduce vision splays. BCC install them and renew 

them, they cost £90.  Cllr M.Raszpla enquired whether double yellow lines 

would be a better solution given the sites position in a Conservation Area and 

noted that the new path by the pond is often blocked by parked cars. It was 
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agreed to add the latter item to the list of matters for discussion at the next Joint 

CWPC/Penn Parish Council Committee meeting. Clerk 

Community Speed Watch – Sgt N.Upton from TVP attended the meeting and 

discussed the benefits of CSW versus Mobile Vehicle Activated Signs. Devices 

can be shared and the CSW device used in Hazlemere is owned by the 

Neighbourhood Action Group (NAG), but used by local volunteers. It was 

agreed the Highways Committee should investigate and recommend which is 

most suitable for the Parish. Clerk 

Potholes – should be reported using Transport for Bucks’s online fault 

reporting system, although Parish Council’s have been given a webpage to 

allow them to report multiple defects quickly.  Cllr M.Raszpla has reported the 

failed kerb and hole by the roadside on Elm Road, at the grass triangle, as has 

the Clerk. It was noted this lies within Wycombe District and the local Area 

Technician is aware of the issue, although because is lies in a Conservation 

Area, granite set edging is preferred.  Nevertheless, this should be made safe as 

the hole is clearly dangerous. Clerk.  

The Committee reviewed the list of notified repairs, potholes, gullies and 

rectification works and following items were discussed in detail :- 

B474 Hazlemere Rd– has been dropped from the list of roads for re-surfacing 

in 2017/18 whihc is disappointing. 

Holtspur Lane –has been jet-patched although not the passing places, which 

is an error, so these remain to be done. LATs Cllr C.Hurst has request ‘single 

track road signs be added, costs have been requested from Highways. Clerk 
Seeleys Road – is closed because of subsidence. 
Weed spraying – A first pass of local roads has been completed. Problem 

areas where there is significant re-growth will be spot sprayed and strimmed 

as necessary. Thses should be reported to the Clerk. It was agreed to achieve 

the best result, footway weed spraying across the whole parish needed to take 

place over a couple of days, ideally in April, when weed growth is strong. A 

deadline should be set for completion of the work and agreed with the 

contractor in future. Clerk 
 
Hedges  - opposite the grass triangle on Elm Road – is growing out into the 

road, restricting the road width which is dangerous. It was agreed the Clerk 

be tasked to write to the owner of the plot, Mr F.Quinn, to ask him to reduce 

the hedge’s width. Clerk 

 

AOB 

 
Annual Report – the draft report has been circulated and this was approved. It 

will be illustrated with a selection of local photographs. Clerk 

 

P&TGFC – Cllr Mrs J.Creasy gave a short report of an ad-hoc meeting with 

this thriving local sports organisation, the purpose of which was to improve 

communications. The meeting was constructive and will be followed by a 

meeting with Cllr M.Newth-West later in the year. 
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Minute No 342 

Accounts for  

Payment 

 

 

The list of cheques was approved.  

Minute No 343 

Date of Next 

Meeting 

The next meeting will be the held in the Memorial Hall Winchmore Hill at 8 pm on 

Thursday 14 September 2017.   

 


