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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  

AND OF THE PENN PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD ON 21 MARCH 2013 IN THE PENN CHURCH HALL 

 
Present Cllrs  M.A.Morley (Chairman) 

          D.J.Baker 

          M.J.Bayley 

          D.Dixon           

          A.S.Hardie           

          B.Lock           

          M.Newth-West             

          C.Pointon-Taylor           

          M.J.Raszpla     

           

Clerk M.S.Green 

 

Apologies Cllrs  Mrs M. Seymour, Mrs Kate Dicker,   

    

 

Annual Parish 

Meeting 

County Cllr David Schofield was present.   He said an extra £25m has been 

allocated to Highways.  There much discussion of pothole repair which is not 

lasting and gully cleaning which is not happening.    He undertook to investigate 

why there is no funding for devolution of highway services to parishes.  He noted 

that parking restrictions on roads in Beaconsfield will push out parking to Knotty 

Green and that there has been no consultation with Penn as the neighbouring parish 

affected.   He will raise the matter with Cllr Peter Hardy, Cabinet Member for 

Transport. 

 

Annual report 2012/13 

The Chairman announced that a report of the Council’s activities during the past 

year would be published in the forthcoming Annual Report which will be sent to all 

parishioners in May/June. 

 

  

             

                 PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
 

 Cllr Morley reported the recent death of Sir John Horsbrugh-Porter who had been 

our District Councillor for twelve years.  The Chairman has written to his widow to 

say how grateful we are for his many years of service to the parish. 
 

Minute No 176 

Minutes of Meeting 

held on 17 Jan 13 

 

The Minutes were agreed and signed by the Chairman 

 

 

Minute No 177 

Matters Arising 

From Minutes 

 

The date of the Council meeting under Minute No 172, para. 4) was corrected. 

Minute No 178 

Reports From 

Committees 

 

1) Planning  -  There have been 3 meetings with 34 applications.  We have 

commented on 12 of which 4 expressed concerns, 6 were objections, and 2 called 

for restricted use of ancillary buildings.  A brief summary was given including the 

decision to give consent to Hill Farm Stables.  
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2) Clerks/Officers Liaison meeting – held on 18 Feb 13.   

A brief review was given which included complaints about roads; the lack of funds 

to allow any further devolution of County Highway responsibilities - Amersham 

are considering giving responsibility for street lighting back to County; the new 

waste contract from 4 March. 

 

3) Highways 

There had not been a meeting, but the following matters were discussed: 

 
Highways Liaison meeting -  held on 13 Mar 13  The report of that meeting has not 

yet been received and it is clear that our LAT is overwhelmed by the daily reports 

to which she has to give priority and so has no time to follow up longer-term needs.  

It was agreed that Cllr Bayley and the Clerk should seek a meeting with Si Khan. 

 

Beaconsfield parking -  It was agreed we should write to Cllr Peter Hardy with a 

copy to Cllr MartinTett and Beaconsfield Town Council. 

MVAS –  Highways approval to 10 out of 12 sites has been given, the sign is almost 

in working order and the invoice has been submitted to claim the £2,150 LAF 

grant. 

e-peition for Church Road pavement. Some repairs of the kerb and the surface have 

been identified.  Bids have been made for LAF grants for a flashing school sign and 

removal of the bus stop. 

Potters Cross fingerpost – we still await admittance of liability from the driver’s 

insurance company. 

FP 49 Knotty Green – There is a very muddy 70m stretch just east of Eghams 

Wood Road.  A £793 quote from Manor Estates for repair with a geotech 

membrane was agreed.  Rights of Way have offered to pay half the cost from next 

year’s budget.  This was agreed. 

Penn Street verge  - Damage by cars collecting children from the Curzon School 

has removed part of the verge.  It was agreed that it should be restored with posts or 

something similar to prevent parking. 

Church Road, Tylers Green – A letter has been received from the owners of 

Victoria House complaining of damage to their barn.  It was agreed that we should 

contact Si Khan to advocate the cost-free trial scheme to restrict access, drawn up 

with Ken Moloughney, involving narrowing the entrance near the Parish Room by 

using monoblocks, and painting heavy white lines to create a narrow, but still two-

lane section just beyond the Village Hall.   The decision rests with CWPC. 

Hazlemere Road lights – Si Khan has told us that lights similar to those recently put 

in Penn Road, Hazlemere will be fitted.  They restrict the light more effectively and 

are programmed to dim the light by 30% between 10pm and 6am.    

Forty Green Access – County are insisting on road closure for painting a footway 

along the ‘funnel’.  This takes 3 months to obtain and we would miss our LAF 

grant.   It was agreed that we should go ahead with the upper footway and a Section 

184 Agreement with County Highways has been completed.  The net cost to the 

Parish Council will be £4,080 (SPH Groundworks, £7,980 + Sec. 184 cost, £1,800; 

less LAF grant, £5,000 and Community grant £700).  The LAF grant has been 

claimed. Work starts on Mon 25 March.  An explanatory notice should be put on 

the local notice boards and the website. 

 

4) Local Area Forum funding 

2012/13  
FG Access  £5,000 – claim submitted 

MVAS        £2,150 – claim submitted 
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2013/14 (Awaiting decisions) 

Knotty Green Play Area – £10,000 

Church road footway      -  £ 5,000 

Flashing school sign, Church Road - £3,500 

Remove bus stop, Church Road - £500 

 

 

5) Recreation & Open Spaces – There had been no meeting, but the 

following matters were discussed: 

 

Woodbridge Alley hedge  -  Still awaits a cut generously offered by the Penn Estate. 

Knotty Green Play area  -  We await a verdict on LAF funding for new Wicksteed 

play equipment.   Meanwhile the timber A-Frame has been pronounced high risk by 

the Wicksteed Inspector and removed, using some of the timber for stepping stones. 

Double row of trees on Penn Common – Felling has been completed. 

Widmer Pond  -  There was a working party on 9 March assisted by the Chiltern 

Society.  Gawde Water does not need a visit this year.  

Jubilee oak on Penn Common – An English oak has been planted. 

Request to amend KG Cricket Club’s licence to allow non-cricketing events -    

There has been no response to our letter of 23 Jan 13, perhaps because of the need 

to consult neighbours and obtain planning permission. Meanwhile there is no 

objection to the TV being installed.   

KG triangle opp. Red Lion – Broken fence removed, ruts levelled and insurance 

money received. 

KG allotments – Greg Hopkins has now resigned as our representative.  It was 

agreed to send a letter of thanks for his good work. 

Sheep Washing pond – has flooded into the garden of 68 Seeleys Road.  When the 

ground dries out the bank will be built up. 

Penn St school path –3 cuts and 3 sprays are to be added to the grass-cutting 

contract at a cost of £160 pa. 

Whielden Lane picnic area –Nefarious activities will be curtailed when the Penn 

Estate cut down trees which currently provide cover.  We should ask the County 

Council to repair the barbed wire fence at the back 

W/Hill Play Area  - weekly inspections are required by our insurers.  Gerald Tack 

of Evergreen, Coleshill Lane (Tom Barron’s father-in-law) has agreed to do this for 

an annual honorarium of £50.  He has been provided with a folder and a form to 

sign each week.  

Ash tree near1 Eghams Close  -  Mr Mark Kane has asked if he can take down an 

ash tree at his own expense about 15m from his house  in the track leading to 

Throshers Wood, which he says is causing roofing problems, particularly because 

of moss encouraged by the tree.  An inspection by Pete Whipp does not support this 

view and it was agreed that the tree should not be cut down. 
Penn Street Church car park -  The Woodland Trust has agreed with the Penn 

Estate to a joint licence with the Church to maintain the car park, which is also used 

by school parents. 
 
 

6) Finance & General Purposes 

There had not been a meeting since 10 Jan 13, but the following matters were 

discussed: 

Transfers from current to capital a/c -   A letter authorising the transfer of £6,000 
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from current to capital a/cs was signed to be implemented before the year-end 

provided there is enough money in the account. 

Internal Auditor – Mr Harold Porter has agreed to audit the account again this year 

on 30 April. 

Public notice of Programme of meetings 2013/14 – They will be sent out next 

week. 

Annual Report 2012/13  -  Suggestions for inclusion are requested. 

Crown car park annual rent  -  The 5-yearly RPI-based review of rent was due on 1 

May 12 and has now been agreed.  It was £6,000 in 2002, £6,849 in 2007, and is 

now £8,055 with back-dated rent due of £1,205. 

Street lighting – The Energy Cost Advisors Group, suggested by BALC, have 

obtained comparative quotes for energy supply from Eon which were higher than 

Southern Electric and from Haven Power which saved £27 or £183 (for 2 years).  It 

was decided to stay with Southern Electric. 

Registration of parish land  -  Our solicitor is in Canada looking after her mother 

and will follow up on her return. 

Parish website – There were 274 visits in March, which is acceptable. 

Outdoor classroom at Curzon School, Penn Street – We await details of the scheme 

before assessing any financial contribution. 

 

Minute No 179 

Accounts for 

Payment 

 

The list of cheques was approved. 

Minute No 180 

Date of Next 

Meeting 

The next meeting will be the Annual Meeting of the Council held in the Cricket 

Pavilion, Knotty Green at 8 pm on Thursday 16 May 2013.  Nominations for 

Chairman and vice-Chairman are required by Standing Orders at least 7 days 

beforehand.   

 

 


