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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PENN PARISH COUNCIL 

 HELD ON 21 JULY 2011 IN THE PENN CHURCH HALL 

 

 
Present Cllrs Mrs M.Seymour(Chairman) 

        D.J.Baker  

        M.J.Bayley  

        Mrs K. Dicker 

        D.Dixon 

        A.S.Hardie 

        B.Lock 

        M.A.Morley  

        M.Newth-West 

        C.Pointon-Taylor 

        M.J.Raszpla 

          

Clerk M.S.Green 

 

Apologies There were none 

  

Minute No 115 

Democratic 

Quarter Hour 

 

PCSO Mark Sansom gave an encouraging account of the comparatively few 

crimes affecting the parish with the notable exceptions of a stolen tractor from 

the Penn Estate and the theft and damage of the W/Hill play area for which he 

noted the name of a potential witness.   The recent Penn Festival had passed 

without incident, but the Penn Street Beer Fest had created problems of 

parking and noise which Cllr Lock will be following up. 

 
County Cllr David Schofield said that he was now one of two Cabinet 

Spokesman on Transportation, a member of the Fire Service H&S Committee, 

and Chairman of the Conservative Group.  The new Leader’s priority was to 

improve relations with District Councils.  The list of priority roads for repair 

had been published that day.  He was to meet Jim Stevens of Highways the 

next day and will reflect the Council’s view on road repair inadequacies. They 

intend to define the authority of the Local Area Technicians more sensibly.  

He also took a copy of the Forty Green Access paper and will try to arrange an 

early  meeting for the sub-Committee with Jim Stevens and to encourage his 

support. 

 

  

Minute No 116 

Minutes of Meeting 

Held on 12 May 11 

 

The Minutes were agreed and signed by the Chairman 

Minute No 117 

Matters Arising 

From Minutes 

 

It was agreed that all the matters would be covered in Committee reports 

Minute No 118 

Reports From 

Committees 

1) Planning  -  There have been three meetings with 24 applications of  

which we objected to seven.  These were briefly reviewed.   The following 

matters were discussed: 

District Planning Committee – We currently do not have a representative 

and have written in strong terms to its Chairman. However, Cllr Hardie can  

call applications to the Committee and can speak, but not vote. 

Saunderswood Farm – Objection has already been made to any residential use.  

Further concerns about access by large vehicles via Bayleys Bottom will be 

discussed at next week’s Parish Planning Committee. 

Beacon Hill barn – The Inspector has given 6 months to take down the barn 

and restore it all to its previous condition. 

HS 2 -  A draft letter to the Minister will be considered at next week’s 

Planning Committee. 
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P&TG Football Club – Cllr Newth-West reported on an informal meeting with 

the Chairmen of the Football and Tennis Clubs.  He was assured that the 

floodlight would be dealt with.  A gate is to be put onto Putts Lane which will 

be kept locked. 

 

 

2) Forty Green Access sub-Committee – The minutes of the  

meeting on 28 June 11 were reviewed and the following decisions agreed: 

Forty Green Access paper on objectives and strategy, measures and actions  

was approved. 

LAF funds – £5,000 LAF funds already earmarked for a Vehicle Activated  

Sign on Church Road should be switched to pay for a Feasibility Study to  

evaluate the various measures and actions put forward in the F.G. Access  

paper. 

    Planning permission for the Walkway  -  This would cost £520 (Application  

    £85; Legal advert in BFP, £438).  It was therefore decided not to apply for the  

    time being. 

A meeting with Jim Stevens -  Cllr Schofield will try to arrange this as soon as  

possible. 

 

 

3) Highways  -  The minutes of the last meeting on 28 Jun 11 were 
reviewed and its recommendations were agreed.  There was further discussion 

on the following matters:  
Knotty Green street lights  - The officer dealing with the cost of turning the 

lights off at midnight has been off sick for weeks. 

Site visits on 19 April 11 – Potters Cross Pond and ditch have been 

comprehensively cleaned out and Knotty Green Pond water supply has been 

partially restored.  The Knotty Green allotment flooding remains to be dealt 

with. 

Water main road closures in Penn Street and W/Hill  -  More detail of dates 

and places are required. 

Hazlemere Road lights  - CWPC has replied strongly supporting turning off 

theses lights at midnight.  We still await comments from Hazlemere Parish 

Council. 

 

 

4) Local Area Forum -  A meeting was held on 8 Jun 11.  A copy of the  

draft minutes has been circulated since this Council meeting cover matters 

reported by Cllr Bayley such as funding, the Amersham Hospital and Speed 

Limit Review.   

 

.   

5) Town & Parish Clerks Liaison meeting – A meeting was held 

on 11 Jul 11.  The Clerk summarised the main points of interest including the 

slow progress on a Shared Management team for the three District Councils 

and the likelihood that we would have to make up our own Code of Conduct in 

due course. 

 

 

6) Recreation & Open Spaces  -  The minutes of a meeting held on 

12 Jul 11 were reviewed and recommendations were agreed.  There was further 

discussion of the following matters: 

W/Hill play area – Playdale’s reduced quote is for £4,936.  Offers of donations 

so far total £2,779 with undertakings from the Toddler group and Cllrs 

Schofield and Harris to try to find some funds.  It was agreed that the Parish 

Council should place the order immediately and collect all available donations. 

Playdale has promised to complete repairs by the week commencing 8 August. 

Play area insurance  - It was agreed to insure the equipment (less the cost of 
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the path and groundworks) because the site is particularly vulnerable to a 

return visit.  We are not intending to insure the other play areas. 

KG Rec Gd former bark area  - Playdale have agreed to install the Safagrass at 

the same time as they are repairing the W/Hill play area. 

Queen Elizabeth II Fields Challenge  - It was agreed that the Penn Street 

School; Field (excluding the future Burial ground) should be included and that 

consideration should be given to changing its name accordingly. 

 

7) Queensway  - The minutes of a meeting held on 20 July 11 will be  

circulated shortly.  Access to lay a water pipe across land owned jointly by the 

three Parish Councils was agreed.   A permissive pedestrian access was also 

agreed.  

 

 

   8) Finance & General Purposes  -  Matters arising since the  

    Council meeting on 12 May 11 were as follows: 
    Lease for Parish Council office  -  This has now been signed and legal costs   
    paid.     
    Investment of Charity a/c  -  The 2% Fixed Rate SLB bond matured on 19 Jul 
    11 and SLB no longer do these bonds.  It was agreed that it was important to  
    protect the £48,855 capital; from the current inflationary pressures.  Index- 
    linked govt stock is no longer recommended.  Following advice from Financial  
    Management of Penn it was agreed to invest in National Savings RPI Index- 
    linked savings Certificates which add a 0.5% interest.  If there is an upper limit   
    to the value of these certificates the balance should be invested in the Investec 
    Business High 5 Account.  
    Annual Report 2010/11  -  Copies are now out and being distributed.  
 

 

Minute No 119 

Accounts for 

Payment 

 

 

The list of cheques was approved. 

Minute No 120 

Date of Next 

Meeting 

 

The next meeting will be held at 8 pm on Thursday 15 September 2011 in the 

Winchmore Hill Memorial Hall.   

 

 


