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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PENN PARISH COUNCIL  
HELD ON 24 MAY 2018 IN THE COMMUNITY HALL, FORTY GREEN 

 
Present Cllrs  Mrs J.Creasy (Chair)  

          Mrs M.Seymour  

          Mrs K.Dicker 

          D.Lander 

          M.West  

          M.J.Raszpla 

          C.Hurst 

          Mrs R.Pocock 

Clerk  N.F.Webster 

 

Vistors B.Morris, K.Long, Cllr J.Waters 

 

Apologies G.Westmacott 

Democratic 

Quarter of an 

Hour 

Cllr Mrs J.Creasy opened the meeting by warmly welcoming the visitors. B.Morris 

gave a report from the Knotty Green Allotment Holders. The hard winter caused 

considerable storm damage, fruit cages needed replacement. A supportive atmosphere 

continues to attract new gardeners. The annual tidy up event will take place in 

September, confirmation of a date is awaited. The annual hedge trim regime worked 

well and will be repeated this year. It was agreed that the Parish Council will cut the 

front and top of the Forty Green Road hedge  and the Track if necessary. The 

pedestrian gate at the east of the plot needs replacing and this was agreed. Clerk. Also 

the boundary hedge which was re-laid several years ago, a 5m stretch, has come off its 

stakes. It would benefit from being re-staked. Clerk. Notable allotment holder 

G.Hopkins is retiring after nearly 30 years gardening. It was agreed the Parish Council 

would write formally to thank him for his very valuable contribution over many years. 

Clerk. Cllr K.Dicker added the site was maintained to a high standard, it was a 

valuable community asset and source of inspiration. 

 

Cllr J.Waters has been lobbying for call in of the Newbury House, Knottocks Drive 

application and is pressing for its reconsideration by CDC's Planning Committee. It is 

a controversial case with implications for the adjacent roads. K.Dicker noted the 

revised application increased housing density and has written in a personal capacity to 

urge reconsideration. M.West added this was a finely balanced decision, the Case 

Officer's report was well balanced. The case was unlikely to be reconsidered as it was 

out of time and there is a risk it will be accepted on Appeal. This is now a minor 

development, 9 or fewer flats, versus the previous application for 12, as a result the 

consultation period was shortened which caught out a number of parties, noted 

K.Dicker.   

  

Election of 

Chairman 

 

Mrs J.Creasy was the only nomination and was duly elected. 

Election of Vice-

Chairman 

Cllr M.Morley was the only nomination and was duly elected.       

 

Committees & 

Appointments  

 

The list of Committees was reviewed and agreed without amendment.  

Conversations continue about a Single Unitary Authority (SUA) for Bucks and we 

await the SoS James Brokenshire's decision. The Clerk noted that if the plans for a 

SUA go-ahead a Devolution Committee may be required as was the case when the 

Parish opted to take on Devolved Grass cutting services in urban areas. Up to three to 

four Councillors or former Councillors may required and a number of services are 

being considered by BCC, including but not limited to grass-cutting in non-urban 

areas, fly-tipping and community transport. M.West agreed these deserved careful 

thought and a separate Devolution Committee was agreed to be a good idea in 

principle. The Committee would do the leg work on further Devolution. R.Bentham 

noted that the role of the Parish Council would change because the SUA will be 
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remote, this his previous experience from Grantham. A strategic re-think is needed, 

We will have an enhanced role with the County Council as the a legitimate locally 

elected body representing parishioners and residents will look to us for fill the 

democratic void. There was general agreement on creation of a 'Re-organisation 

Committee'. There followed some discussion of the potential for further devolution, 

the role of the parish and its current service provision. It was agreed a list of the 

questions for BCC would be useful. R.Bentham and M.Seymour both have 

considerable experience here. A special meeting might be needed. The Clerk noted the 

timetable for creation of the SUA is as follows, DCLG will reflect following the 

'minded-to' consultation which ended on 25 May and a final decision is expected in 

late July/August. A transitional team will then be established with members drawn 

from County and District Councils. The new SUA is expected to commence in April 

2020 - 18 months away. There will be a consultation on the boundary for the Local 

Community Board. A proposed map shows Penn falls within the Beaconsfield centric 

Community Board, more consideration of the Winchmore Hill boundary is required 

though. 

Minute No 363 

Minutes of 

Meeting held on 

15 Mar 18 and 

matters arising 

from those 

Minutes 

 

The Minutes were agreed and signed by the Chairman. 

Unregistered land - The Parish Council has instructed Mercers Solicitors to acts for it 

to register the parish's unregistered land holdings. Former Clerk M.Green has agreed 

to assist. 

Heritage signs - there is a considerable saving if we opt to repair both the Elm Road 

and Widmer Pond heritage road signs but the cost is more than the £2,500 budgeted. 

P&TGRS will be approached for a grant to enable both to be repaired. MM 

  
Minute No 364 

Reports From 

Committees 

It was agreed that all other matters would be covered in Committee reports. 

 1) Planning 

There have been three meetings, 14 applications were submitted. We made 9 No 

Comments, 2 cases were referred to the Tree Officer to decide. We  had 'No 

Comment' but felt the consent of the Historic Buildings officer should be sought for an 

application in Penn Street, at Rose Cottage as it changed the character of the building.  

There were 2 strong objections at  Newbury House, 2 Knottocks Drive already 

discussed at length and 6 Pitch Pond Close, a request for a Certificate of Lawfulness 

which appeared to be  an attempt at circumventing proper planning procedures, to 

which the Committee usually objects. M.Seymour noted it would be preferable to fine 

applicants applying for a Certificate of Lawfulness to promote compliance and this 

was agreed. The Committee is to review it procedures to avoid missing deadlines for 

Calling in applications before CDC Planning Committee. Any changes to procedure 

will be advised at the next Council meeting. MW 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2) Finance and General Purposes 

 

The  minutes of the recent Committee meeting were review as follows:-  

KGCC - a new lease will need to be drawn up.  

Chancellors play area - the Committee noted the need for re-investment in play 

facilities at Penn Street, here, or at a more central location, or both.  

Street light replacement - it was recommended to replace 59 old style street lights with 

new LED models, at a cost of £17,877, rather than just 40 units and this was agreed. 

Eghams Wood Road is on the list for replacement and this was welcomed by C.Hurst 

who noted the earlier weed spraying had produced better results, notably when 

combined with road sweeping. 

LAF - grants of £699 towards a  new MVAS and £3,500 towards path repairs have 

been approved but the cost of patch and plane at nearly £15,600 is unaffordable. It was 

agreed to direct the funds towards another qualifying scheme and report the path to 

BCC. Clerk 
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Clerk's Salary -  it was recommended to allow the Clerk to charge the Council for 

extra working hours at busy periods up to a maximum of 5 hours per week and this 

was agreed. Finance Committee to have oversight of the arrangement. 

Audit 2017/18  - it was noted that the Internal Auditor had no criticisms of the 

accounts and has signed Section 4. He has also checked and agreed sections 1 and 2 

together with an explanation of the differences between 2016/17 and 2017/18 and so 

has the F&GP Committee.  Sections 1 and 2 were then agreed by the Council and 

signed by Chairman and Clerk in order. A note of the dates when the accounts are 

open for inspection by electors, together with a summary of the electors' rights will be 

displayed on local notice boards and online.  The Audit Return will now be sent to 

PFK Littlejohn. 

 

3) Recreation & Open Spaces  -  Mrs K.Dicker presented a draft Policy for 

licensing the use of the Parish Common Land, notably at Winchmore Hill. Small 

events are differentiated from large events (100 plus people) and large events will be 

charged a fee. There followed a discussion of the draft policy and it was agreed to 

differentiate between not-for-profit/community events and commercial use, rather than 

on size which could be difficult to judge. It is important all users apply and users have 

insurance cover and make good any damage to parish land and this was agreed. A 

policy will ensure this. It was agreed the Council should maintain flexibility to charge 

for commercial events as there was a cost of administering licences and there may be 

penalty clauses. Clerk to re-draft the Policy for approval at the next meeting. 

KGCC - the Club has been sub-letting to Davenies School despite written warnings 

from the Council it is in contravention of its lease and it was noted that the Clerk had 

written again to the Clubs Officers and its President again. Council determined to 

write to all the Clubs Officers to advise that further breaches may result in the Council 

investigating alternative uses for the site ahead of the Club's lease renewal. 

Broadening the communication to the Club was agreed to be necessary. Clerk 

 

4) Clerk's Liaison meeting 

Road repairs - a programme of patch and plane repairs is being carried out by BCC 

now the weather has improved. Forty Green Road would benefit and this had been 

reported. 

Vision splay grass cuts - BCC will do 4 cuts where services have not been devolved, 

and a 1.2m verge side cut.  There will be an annual review of devolved grass cuts on 

urban roads. 

Weed spraying - BCC will recommend the best products. 

Pothole repairs -  a number of Parishes reported severe delays in urgent pothole 

repairs. BCC are to launch a new 'parish dashboard' to show progress. 

LAF Highways Schemes - bids need to be submitted by mid-August, Cllrs are 

encouraged to raise potential schemes with the Clerk. Schemes attract about 30% 

match funding. 

Planning - the Local Area Plan has been delayed and a new timetable will be issued in 

August. Discussions are taking place with local residents over CDC preferred green 

belt option sites, the closest is at Holmer Green. Recent revisions to the NPPF are 

likely to increase the calculation of housing need in the area, so there may need to be 

transitional arrangements. The introduction of CDC's Community Infrastructure Levy 

which the Parish Council has supported is linked to the Local Area Plan's introduction. 

It was noted  WDC's Local Plan has already been submitted for Inspection and the 

Clerk has a paper copy of the plan should anyone wish to consult it. One reason for 

the delay is discussions have been taking place between CDC and Highways England 

over changes to 3 junctions of the M40 (1, 1A and 2), but there has been no discussion 

of a new Junction 3A. J.Waters added CDC had been forced to consider out of area 

Highways changes, which may affect its Local Planning process which had a knock 

on effect to its timetable. 

 

AOB 
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P&TGFC -  R.Bentham noted S.Baker MP had knocked on his door asking about the 

proposed Football Club floodlights but his wife answered the door. M.West reported 

the Club had been proactive about planting new hedging at the bottom of Snowdrop 

Cottage, following the removal of the storage container, which was welcomed. A new 

consultant has been appointed to advise on the Club's Floodlight appeal. A further 

planning application is anticipated in respect of  Club Advertising  Hoardings.  

Pothole repairs - C.Hurst commented the quality of repairs requires improvement, as 

compared with repairs made years ago, new ones fail quickly which is a waste of tax 

payers money. This is a general concern. 

SAG meeting for Penn Festival - the proposal to change the traffic route has been 

dismissed but there is a need to robustly enforce the TTRO, including qualified 

stewards who can record offenders on cameras. The Police will prosecute if there is 

evidence but will not enforce the temporary traffic restriction orders, which is a 

considerable decline in service. It was noted that PCSO's are on site and could assist. 

Red Lion - it was noted the lease is for sale and there is a risk the site could go for 

housing. It is in an excellent location, although some investment is required. 

Abandoned car on Closehill Lane - it was suggested this be reported to CDC Waste 

Team, as the Police are not interested. 

Winchmore Hill Common bonfire - this is a popular event. A local resident, Mr Fuller 

has complained about its organisation and the unsightly mark on the Common. It was 

agreed restitution is a matter for W/Hill Residents Association and the Clerk would 

put him in touch with its Officers. WHRA have a responsibility for what goes onto the 

fire and the bonfire should only be constructed a day or two before the event. Clerk 

Penn Street Church Car park  - numerous potholes have been filled by the Woodlands 

Trust so the car park can be used by the school. M.West noted this and tree work fell 

within the terms of the Trusts' lease. 

Minute No 365 

Accounts for 

Payment 

 

The list of cheques was approved. 

Minute No 366 

Date of Next 

Meeting 

 

The next meeting will be held in Penn Church Hall at 8 pm on Thursday 19 July 2018.   

 


