
Penn Parish Council
Annual Report 2006/2007

Visit by Her Royal Highness The Princess Royal, President of the Rural Housing Trust,
to open the new affordable housing off Whielden  Lane, Winchmore Hill.



Annual Report 2006/07
(covering the year up to 31 March 2007)

The Parish
Penn parish covers about 4,000 acres and has an estimated population of some 3,689, an
electorate of 3,074 and 1,572 households.  It includes the communities of Penn, Knotty Green,
Forty Green, Winchmore Hill, Penn Street, and the properties on either side of Hazlemere
Road up to Rushmoor Corner.

The parish is divided into two wards: Penn Street and Winchmore Hill Ward with three
Councillors; and Penn Ward with eight Councillors.  Councillors are asked to take a particular
interest in their own area, but are conscious that they also represent the whole parish. 

Chiltern District Councillors Alan Dibbo and Sir John Horsbrugh-Porter represent Penn &
Coleshill Parishes in a single District ward.  The redrawn County Council ward boundaries
group Penn, Coleshill and Holmer Green and we are represented by Cllr Francis Robinson.

Councillors
Michael Bayley has been re-elected as Chairman and Mike Morley as Vice-Chairman for the
current year.  We offer a regretful farewell and our thanks to three retiring members with a
combined service of 58 years - Christopher White, Don Swinhoe-Standen and Derek Brydon.
Alan Hardie and Charles Pointon-Taylor are newly elected with a place still open for a third
councillor. Volunteers are welcome.

Council Meetings
The Parish Council meets at 8 pm on the third Thursday of alternate
months in different parts of the parish. Forthcoming dates are:

19 Jul 07 - Penn Church Hall 17 Jan 08 - Penn Street Hall
20 Sep 07 - W/Hill Memorial Hall 20 Mar 08 - Penn Church Hall 
15 Nov 07 - Forty Green Hall 15 May 08 - Knotty Green Cricket Club

All these meetings are open to the public, as are the many Committee meetings with dates
posted on the notice boards.  During the year, we have welcomed several members of the
public and representatives of local residents to the democratic quarter of an hour held at the
beginning of each full Council meeting, as well as our County and District Councillors, the
police and County Highways officers.

Parish Councillors choose to receive no allowances. The Chairman receives  £200 pa, an
amount set by the District Council to cover the costs of his role.  The only Parish Council
employee is the Clerk to the Council who is responsible for day to day administration and for
implementing the Council's decisions.  It is a part-time appointment carried out from home,
greatly facilitated by e-mail, broadband and a laptop computer. 

2



Finance
General expenditure of £50,000 was met by £13,000 of regular income, mostly from land
rents, and by a precept of £37,000.  Capital projects of £19,000 were met by outside grants of
£7,000 and transfers from capital reserves of £12,000.  The precept represents a charge to an
average household of £16 pa.  This is only 1.3 % of the Council Tax, one of the lowest in

Chiltern District.  Financial Regulations, following a national model, have
been adopted and a risk assessment policy is reviewed annually. Independent
auditors check the account.

Penn Street Village Hall
A grant of £5,000 was made two years ago towards the cost of demolishing the old hall and a
further £5,000 has been contributed to the cost of the new hall which is currently under
construction.

Planning
Chiltern District Council is the planning authority and provides the Parish
Council, via its web site, with details of every application for comment. There
were 167 during the year.  A list of each batch of applications is published on our notice boards
and on our new website, usually every three weeks.  On particularly important matters, the
local District Councillor is asked to speak at the District's planning meeting.  The District
Council's Enforcement Officer is informed if any breach of planning permission is noted or
brought to the Parish Council's attention. A representative of the Parish Council is now
allowed to speak at the District's planning meetings.  Planning applications can now be
viewed by the public on-line on Chiltern District Council's website.

Commons and Village Greens
The grass is cut at least five times during the year, unless conservation advice is otherwise.
The Recreation Ground at Knotty Green and the area around the War Memorial near Penn
Church are cut at least seven times.  Various other areas, including around ponds, are
strimmed.  We make an annual check on all our land for dangerous trees.   

New land for the parishioners
Lady Mary Gaye Curzon has most generously gifted to the Parish Council the
ownership of 3/4 acre of land between Penn Wood and Penn Street Common, formerly
leased by Penn Street Cricket Club. The Parish Council contributed to the legal costs.

A small grassed area in Brindle Lane, Forty Green has been successfully claimed as a new
Village Green.

Hedge-laying
At Penn Street, 100yds of a completely overgrown roadside sycamore hedge has been
removed and a new mixed hedge planted protected by a stock fence.  A generous grant was
obtained from the Chiltern Conservation Board.  At Knotty Green, the hedge along the track
at the side of the allotments has been professionally laid.

Continues on page 6
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'A BUSY YEAR
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Penn War Memorial
before cleaning

(Jan Carey)

Penn War Memorial
after cleaning
(Eddie Morton)

Land on the edge
of Penn  Street

common gifted by
Lady Mary Curzon

(Eddie Morton)

Newly laid hedge
at Knotty Green

allotments
(Greg Hopkins)

The new village
green at

Forty Green
(Eddie Morton)
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Well-kept allotments
at Knotty Green

(Greg Hopkins)

Litter at Knotty
Green recreation

ground (John Folkard)

Overgrown
sycamore hedge
at Penn  Street
(Michael Bayley)

Sycamore hedge
replaced by new

mixed hedge
and fence

(Michael Bayley)

Winchmore Hill War
Memorial tablets after
repair (Michael Bayley)



Knotty Green Play Area
An information board, compiled by Dr Debbie Marsden, which outlines the history of Knotty
Green and the Sheep Washing Pond, has been put up by the pond at the expense of the Friends

of Knotty Green.  Corresponding leaflets can be obtained from the Red Lion,
Knotty Green.   There is a local roster of volunteers who check the play area
for any damage or litter.   Volunteers should contact Caroline Barton
(678780).  A new parish notice board has been put at the entrance.

Ponds
Penn Street Pond was completely cleared of all vegetation to remove the invasive New
Zealand Pygmy Weed.  All fishing was banned on Widmer Pond during the close season.
Local work parties, with Chiltern Society volunteers, worked on Widmer Pond, Gawde Water,
Sheep Washing Pond, Knotty Green and Potters Cross Pond. There are working parties
arranged for 10am at Widmer (27 Oct 07), Gawde Water (24 Nov 07).  Volunteers are
welcomed on these dates There are leaflets available on request to the Clerk on Penn Street
Pond, Gatestakes (outside the gates of Penn House), and Gawde Water (in Horsemoor Lane),
which outline the history of the ponds and their surrounding areas. 

Allotments
There are 36 plots or part plots available for tenants at Knotty Green.  If no
plots are free there is a waiting list with priority for those who live in the
parish.  Greg Hopkins (681492) represents the interests of tenants.  An
active group of allotment holders has done excellent work in maintaining the
allotments and helping lay the roadside hedges. Any one wanting a plot should contact the
Parish Clerk.   There are also three garden plots at Beacon Hill, but none are vacant at present.

War Memorials
The Penn War memorial has been very effectively cleaned and repaired, mainly 
paid for by funds raised at the Penn & Tylers Green Victory celebrations last year.
The Parish Council has also taken over responsibility for the war memorial
tablets on the Winchmore Hill Memorial Hall which have also been cleaned and
repaired helped by a grant from the War Memorial Trust.

Street Lighting
Street lighting cost roughly £5,600 for the year (electricity, £2,125); maintenance,
£2,865; repairs, £600).  Almost all the lights are in Knotty Green with a few in
Winchmore Hill and Burrows Close. The lights in Long Meadow Close will be
adopted by the Parish Council. Our maintenance agreement with Southern Electric
requires them to carry out a fortnightly scout to spot repairs needed.  Any
problems not dealt with inside two weeks should be reported to the Clerk.

Footpaths
Penn has 28 miles of footpaths, which is much more than the 11 miles average for Bucks
parishes. Every Parish councillor walks his group of local footpaths every year and reports
any action needed.
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Highways 
We have a committee to deal specifically with highway matters.  Problems
of  highway safety, speeding, conditions of footways and pavements,
footpaths, potholes, flooding, fly-tipping and hedges and verges are
frequently raised.   Michael Bayley also sits on the Chiltern Local Area Committee, which
provided funds for repair of pavements on the Seeleys estate and new kerbing and drains at
Potters Cross to eliminate flooding after heavy rains.  A new local area Neighbourhood Action
Group is focussing on community-raised issues of speeding and litter.

Affordable Housing
The Rural Housing Trust project for 14 houses, 2 bungalows and 4 flats for shared ownership
and rent, off Whielden Lane, Winchmore Hill was formally opened by Her Royal Highness
The Princess Royal, President of the Rural Housing Trust, on 31 May 07.  A Whielden Lane

traffic calming scheme, which will also allow foot access to the new
houses, is to be put in place funded mainly from monies allocated by the
Chiltern Local Area Committee.

Penn & Tylers Green Conservation Area Appraisal
A detailed appraisal of the Joint Conservation Area has been carried out with the aim of
identifying and so conserving its important aspects.  Mansions and mud houses, an illustrated
book covering the historical and architectural detail is on sale at the Cottage Bookshop, Elm
Road or Tylers Green Village Hall.

Parish Council Website
A new website has been established at www.pennparish.org.uk.   It includes a map of the
parish, useful contact details, and programmes, minutes of meetings and items of news.  We
hope it will become increasingly useful.

We welcome any suggestions for improving our service to parishioners
Please contact the Parish Clerk if you need any further information

Photographs: Front cover - by Eddie Morton, LRPS.
Centre pages - as shown in brackets
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FLYTIPPING, ABANDONED VEHICLES, ROADSIDE LITTER,
LITTER BIN COLLECTION

Report to the Waste Management team at Amersham Tel No 732053 or e-mail to
wmanagement@chiltern.gov.uk 

HIGHWAY QUERIES AND REPORTS OF POT HOLES etc.
should be made to the Buckinghamshire "Highways on Call" on  0845 230 2882; e-mail

hoc@buckscc.gov.uk; or on line at www.buckscc.gov.uk/hoc



PENN PARISH COUNCIL

MEMBER ADDRESS TEL.No.

PARISH COUNCILLORS
David Baker 37 Eghams Wood Road, Knotty Green, HP9 1JP 671504

Caroline Barton 12 Brownswood Road, Beaconsfield HP9 2NU 678780

Michael Bayley Fagnall Cottage, Fagnall Lane,, 725686
(Chairman) Winchmore Hill, Amersham, HP7 0PQ

Alan Hardie Apple Tree House, 1B Hogback Wood Road,
Knotty Green, HP9 1JR 681359

Mike Morley 11 Burrows Close, Penn, HP10 8AR 816638
(Vice-Chairman)

Charles Pointon-Taylor Penn Cottage, Church Road, Penn, HP10 8NU 812329

Marion Raszpla Well End, Elm Road, Penn HP10 8LF 812636

Maureen Seymour Kilbirnie, Coleshill Lane, 433070
Winchmore Hill, HP7 0NP

John Smiley Lilac Cottage, Brindle Lane, 672688
Forty Green, HP9 1XT

David White Flint House, Penn Street, HP7 0PY 713262

Councillors can be contacted by e-mail via the Clerk

CLERK TO THE COUNCIL
Miles Green Woodbine Corner, Bank Road 815589

Tylers Green Common, Penn, HP10 8LA
e-mail: clerk@pennparish.org.uk

CHILTERN DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
Alan Dibbo 24 Howe Drive, Knotty Green 675718

Beaconsfield HP9 2BG

John Horsbrugh-Porter Bowers Croft, Magpie Lane, 724596
Coleshill, Amersham HP7 0LS

COUNTY COUNCILLOR (Penn and Amersham Town)
Francis Robinson Rignalls, Mapridge Green Lane

Great Missenden HP16 9PH 862870
e-mail: cf.robinson@virgin.net

POLICE
Penn Parish is no longer divided between Beaconsfield and Hazlemere Police Stations.
The whole parish now comes under the Area Command Unit in Amersham.  PC Gavin

McVeigh and PCSO John Webb.  Tel: 0845 8505505 (non-emergency number).


