
RECREATION AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE 

                         MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 8 Oct 2020 

 

Present:   Cllrs  Mrs K.Dicker - Chair  

   Mrs M.Seymour 

   D.Lander 

   Mrs D. Marsden   

   

Clerk    Nicole Webster 

Apologies:         M.West, M.Morley, Mrs R.Pocock  

 

1. Minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed and approved. 

2. Knotty Green Cricket Club, traveller incursion 

Councilors discussed the traveller incursion and associated costs agreed to write to request the 

remaining 50 percent of the cost of using bailiffs from the KGCC (£642). Clerk. 

3. Play Area improvements and repairs 

None of the parish's play areas has disability friendly play equipment and this was noted in the 2019 

Chiltern District Council Play area review.  Councilors wish to add two nest swing at Knotty Green,  

and Chancellors and a further one at Winchmore Hill would be desirable. The Budget includes 

£12,000 for play area improvements and it was decided to proceed with the two swings at Knotty 

Green and Chancellors at a cost of £9,295 . HAGS and Eibe both quoted the same £9,295, but spares 

are easier to get from HAGS, so they were preferred over Eibe and Wicksteed. Councilors noted it 

would be sensible to make a grant application to the Community Board to add a roundabout and nest 

swing at Winchmore Hill and this would mean all the substantial play areas contained disability 

friendly equipment. Clerk  Mrs K.Dicker noted the Parish's budget was quickly used up with 

equipment repairs and applying for a grant for new equipment for all abilities would increase our 

chance of success at the Community Board. 

Chancellors  - the recently installed climbing frame requires a 3mm radius to be added to the wooden 

platforms, in order to meet play safety standards. The Clerk is in touch with the equipment company 

and we are taking advice from the Council Playground Safety inspector to ensure the repair is 

compliant. Clerk 

Recent repairs, put in hand   - Zip wire brace post and grass matting - £1,018, Gomms Wood Close 

(5901-048) single tier rubber cradle swing, £125 plus £45 fitting cost, Winchmore Hill B610SPEC 

Cradle seat and 6mm chains £186.67, plus carriage £25 and fitting £45 Knotty Green, Junior multi-

play unit, missing nut and base caps and Staircase and associate parts £2,294.02.  The Clerk attended 

the most recent playground inspection when the following items were noted, which will appear on the 

next report. Cradle swing seat at Knotty Green needs replacing. Wooden picnic bench showing signs 

of rot need replacing. Horse head see-saw, one head needs tightening (T.Barron). Junior play unit 

platform showing signs of wear. Wet pour edging needs infill in two areas. Cable ties need adding to 

link grass matting under the pull up bars; metal pins need removing. One tyre on the zip wire unit is 

cracked and may need replacing in the next year.  Branches and growth around seats to be cut back 

and hanging branch behind goal post, near green bench to be removed. 

4. Tree survey 

Councilors reviewed the recent tree survey and agreed to get quotes for the items highlighted in pink. 

Councilors requested the Clerk get competitive quotes where necessary to ensure we get value for 

money. Mrs M.Seymour will supply details of her arboriculturalist contact and D.Lander 

recommended C.Barnard. Clerk 



5. Penn Street Church Field - A.Bickley has treated the Japanese Knotweed and found only a small 

amount of re-growth. A local resident has reported Himalayan Balsam at Winchmore Hill, opposite 

the Picnic Area, and this will be treated on his next visit.  

6. Pond Clearance - M.West has been approached about using an estate tractor to clear Penn Street 

pond which contains an invasive weed. The spoil from the pond will need to be buried and the vehicle 

cleaned to prevent transmission of the plant.  The Clerk noted it had proved difficult and expensive to 

find a company willing to do the work and should an estate vehicle not be available then Council may 

need to consider spraying the weed. This is less environmentally friendly than mechanical removal 

which the Chiltern Society Ponds officers prefer. Clerk The Clerk noted the Society would be asked to 

survey the parish's ponds and advise which ones require work parties this winter.  Councilors are 

urged to join local work parties which happen in December, January and February. Clerk 

7. Penn Litter pick - this event in conjunction with P&TGRS was very well attended. Twenty five 

plus volunteers aged fourteen to seventy collected forty plus bags of rubbish which was picked up the 

next day by Bucks Council. Mrs J.Creasy and Mrs D.Marsden were applauded for attending and 

supporting the event. It was agreed to hold another event in Spring, also to investigate holding a 

similar Litter Pick in Knotty Green. Key roads are Holtspur Lane, Recreation Ground, Forty Green 

Road and Penn Road.  Clerk  D.Lander agreed to litter pick New Road in Penn Street which is in poor 

condition. Signs will be added to the local Notice boards indicating litter pickers and bags can be 

borrowed by local residents from the Clerk. Clerk 

8. Knotty Green Allotments and Beacon Hill Garden plots - both sites are fully let and there are 

waiting lists for both sites. Allocating more land would be helpful. It was agreed to raise the 

availability of land at the Community Board, the Seeleys House site is ideal. Clerk 

9. Notice Boards  - the Forty Green notice board has been replaced with a new unglazed board. 

Eghams Wood Road, Elm Road, and Sandleswood End Road will follow next. The Clerk noted there 

maybe money in the Council's contingency fund, possibly in January, to do one more board this year. 

Clerk 

10. Lease for QE II Field - the new agreement has been signed with the Oxford Diocese Trust, this 

follows the conversion of the school to and Academy on 1 June. Annual rent for the site has increased 

to £1,716 pa but BC have paid the old figure £1,319 for the whole year which needs to be resolved.  

Councilors determined to invoice the School £1,430 (10/12ths of annual rent £1,716) and confirm safe 

receipt of the funds, then to review the matter of Bucks payment at the next meeting. Clerk 

11. Crown car-park rents - April's quarter rent has been received but July quarter's rent is nearly 3 

months overdue and October's has just been invoiced. The Clerk indicated she was not seeking 

interest on the payments but this is an option. It was agreed to write to the Greeneking to seek an 

explanation. Clerk 

12. Community Board bids -  Swings, roundabouts and benches for the KGRA were suggested. 

Allotments provision is a sensible topic to take forwards. Clerk 

13.  Winchmore Hill wooden posts around the Common - many of these are rotten or have been 

removed. T.Barron has been instructed to replace the missing ones and Mrs M.Seymour agreed to 

speak to him to ask when the work would be carried out. 

14. Roadsigns  - following the autumn hedge cuts a number of road signs are missing of facing the 

wrong way. Also there is still vegetation close to and obscuring the signs which the tractors can't 

tackle, which needs cutting back by hand.  Clerk to report signs and raise vegetation with landowners. 



The next meeting is on Thursday 18 February 2021 at 11.00am at the Parish Office, or via Zoom, if a 

face to face meeting is impossible.  


