
RECREATION AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE 

                         MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 9 June 2021 

 

Present:   Cllrs  D.Lander - Chair  

   Mrs M.Seymour 

   D.Lander 

   Mrs D. Marsden 

   M.Morley   

   

Apologies:  Mrs R.Pocock 
Clerk    Nicole Webster 

 

1. Election of Chair - Mrs K.Dicker indicated she intended to stand down as Chair. The Clerk 

reported there had been one nomination for her replacement, D.Lander and this nomination was 

seconded by M.Morley and then approved by Committee. D.Lander offered a vote of thanks to the 

outgoing Chair Mrs K.Dicker and thanked her warmly for organizing the Committee and chairing 

Committee meetings efficiently over many years. 

2. Minutes of the previous meeting approved. 

3.  Community Garden for Penn Street 

 -  PPC's request for information about the future use of The Lady Mary Gaye Field  -  no response 

has been received from the Church about the future use of the field, or the closure of the Churchyard 

to burials and this is required.  The Committee's view is the Lady Mary Gaye Field is a better site for 

a Community Garden because it is closer to the car park, so more accessible to gardeners with parking 

in the Church car park and a short walk to site. Those planning the site need to consider how far tools 

and equipment will need to be carried and whether the current plan optimise the chance of success, 

given the significant amount of work needed to prepare the site. The Committee was particularly 

concerned about potential on-street parking further along Penn Street which already suffers from 

parking pressure which would be exacerbated by people trying to park close to the site proposed. 

  Feasibility Study - Mrs K.Dicker said a considerable work had gone into researching and providing 

costings, but based on other projects the amounts look far too low to create a disability friendly, 

accessible site with widespread appeal to gardeners, noting many gardeners tend to be older residents.  

The soil is unsuitable for intensive agriculture and simply rotavating it is unlikely to produce an 

attractive, accessible, productive garden. Considerable preparation and improvement would be 

needed. Plans for site improvement, including visuals of the site appearance and landscaping are 

needed. Gates and other accesses do not appear to have been considered adequately. M.Morley 

queried  if the who owned the Church car park and if they had been approached for permission to use 

this for parking, as there is considerable parking pressure at weekends from ramblers?  Penn Street 

Church Car Park is owned by Earl Howe and leased to Holmer Green and Penn Street PCC and the 

Woodland Trust. The tenants are jointly responsible for maintenance on the property. 

  Agreement need to be secured and the car park will need to be maintained which has not been 

considered. The Clerk was asked to obtain a copy of the plans from the Beaconsfield Town Council 

Community garden and to send these to D.Wainman as an example of a recent successful council 

funded project Clerk.  M.West, the Parish Council Chair had reviewed the feasibility study and noted 

there was as yet no funding commitments, nor had significant numbers of Penn Street residents 

expressed an interest in using the proposed garden.  Without this there is a danger the site will be 

under-used which is what happened to the allotments.  The Clerk was asked to write to all Penn Street 

residents to determine the level of interest in Penn Street, which the Parish needs to provide for, and it 

was noted here that Holmer Green has its own allotment provision.  D.Lander estimated there are 90 

houses in the village and ten percent take up would see 9 households become involved and provision 

needed to be commensurate with likely demand.  An adequate garden plan, which considers health 



and safety requirements, including landscaping is needed to progress the idea and this will require 

professional input.  The Committee turned to the future management of a proposed Community 

Garden and noted this was unclear?  As regards an agreement between the Council and the applicant, 

the Council will require a formal legal agreement, and would take advice on its form and the applicant 

will need to cover the cost of preparing it.  

4. Play area repairs 

Winchmore Hill, nest swing - the fenced play area will need enlarging and it was agreed to make a bid 

to the Community Board for a piece of disability friendly equipment (nest swing) and fencing. Clerk 

Chancellors/Knotty Green - the Clerk reported she had had a site meeting with Mrs K.Dicker to agree 

an where the new nest units would be positioned and a further site meeting with the contractor was 

planned. After the nest swings was installed, the path would need to be repaired. Clerk 

Repairs required by the inspection report -  it was agreed that wet-pour repairs at Knotty Green were 

expensive but required and that grass-matting should be investigated as an alternative once the wet 

pour reaches the end of its natural life. The combined cost of the medium risk items which need 

attention, including grass matting and wet pour repairs is (£2,221.75) and this was agreed.  Mrs 

D.Marsden noted maintaining a grass surface on heavy clay soil is an issue, for example round the 

goal posts, which was why wet pour was selected for ease of maintenance.  

5. Potters Arms - Comedy Festival. A request to put up a marquee on the Common has been received 

from 22-29th August and this was agreed. The marquee will also be used later for the Village Show. 

6. Allotments 

The Committee considered the advice from the parish's insurers which confirms water features are not 

covered by the parish's policy and so tenants are liable in the event of an accident.  Mrs K.Dicker 

noted one solution would be for tenants to hold their own PLI cover. The Clerk was asked to write a 

Codcil to the existing tenancy agreements to make it clear the parish insurance does not cover water 

features, also to ensure that new tenancy agreements clarify that the tenant will not be covered by the 

Parish's insurance if they add a water feature. Tenants at Knotty Green would like a site meeting with 

and the Clerk was asked to find a suitable date. Clerk.  The current allotments at Knotty Green and 

Beacon Hill are fully let, there is one vacancy at Hill Farm Stables. Clerk 

7. Dog waste bins -  P&TGFC feels a dog waste bin is needed close to the entrance to their site, 

where it is accessible to dog walkers and footpath users. The Clerk reported she had received a quote 

of £254.40 plus vat to install a new bin and a site meeting was required to find a suitable location 

which should be on public land. M.Morley noted on the Common, or at the entrance to Putts Lane 

might be alternatives. Clerk. Invoices for waste services have not  been received for many months and 

this has been taken up with Buckinghamshire Council. 

8. Tree work - tree work was cancelled as a result of the pandemic. The Clerk reported she is 

obtaining quotes and there is quite a bit of work needed owing to ash dieback. M.Morley 

recommended Andy Ellis be contacted for a quote. D.Lander reported many trees on the Forty Green 

Road are infested with ivy and need 'collaring'. Clerk 

Two local groups are interested in tree planting along residential streets and this is therefore a matter 

for Highways.   

Committee considered and approved the quote from P.Whipp for planting of four festigate/dwarf trees 

at Chancellors play area, including advising on correct varities and staking, at a cost of £180 each. 

Penn Tree Services were unwilling to  quote and Tendercare did not respond to requests. Clerk 



9. Penn Street Field - A.Bickley will be instructed to attend and check for Japanese Knotweed re-

growth. Clerk  Depending on what is found T.Barron will be asked to flail the field in late summer. 

Clerk 

10. Pond clearances - a specialist firm has been contacted about extraction and burying the NZP 

waste and at Penn Street require pictures of the site, but maybe be too expensive. Other local 

contractors have been unwilling to consider the job.  D.Lander agreed to provide up to date 

photographs. Cllrs D.Lander and M.Morley preferred using cattle to graze the pond as oppose to 

mechanical extraction but biohazard security and transmission is an issue which needs addressing. 

Spot spraying remains an alternative and P.Whipp may be able to help if extraction is too costly. 

Clerk 

11. Litter Picks - Knotty Green has be re-scheduled to September. The next Penn pick is scheduled 

for 6th November at 10.00am. 

9. Notice Boards  - the board at Eghams Wood Road is next on the list for replacement. Boards at 

Winchmore Hill and Penn need rubbing down and re-varnishing with 2 coats of high quality varnish 

at a cost of £150 each and D. Hollins quote was agreed. Clerk 

10. Lease for QE II Field - Curzon School has paid the field rents and hedge cutting charges for 

2020/21 and 2021/22 (due in June).  The amounts overpaid by Bucks Council will be refunded. Clerk 

11. Crown car-park rents - rent for April's quarter is over-due. Clerk 

12.  Winchmore Hill cutting of the Lower Common - a local resident has complained the Lower 

Common is being cut too often and this is incompatible with Climate Changes and is adversely 

affecting local wildlife.  Local Councillors have been advised and are discussing whether to reduce 

the frequency of cuts (up to 6 a year) with the Local Residents' Association. The frequency of cut was 

increased in 2019/20 following complaints by residents during the pandemic that the amenity of the 

Common was not as good as neighboring villages, because the grass was too long. 

The next meeting is on Thursday 7 Oct 2021 at 11.00am at the Parish Office. 


