
RECREATION AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE 
 

                         MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 12 MAY 2014 
 
Present:   Cllrs  M.A.Morley - Chairman  
                  B. Lock 
                  M.J.Raszpla 
  Mrs M.Seymour 
 Clerk   M.S.Green  
 
Apologies: M.J.Bayley, C. Pointon-Taylor 
 
 

1.  Commercial use of Knotty Green cricket ground  -  An application for a regular morning and 
evening use by 'The Ladies and Brides fitness motivational Camp' was discussed at length, but it is 
recommended that it is not permitted because it is a commercial use and if a precedent is set it could 
encourage others.    

2.  Variation of Cricket Club licence - A draft letter to the Club setting out the terms of a change to 
the licence arrangements is attached to these minutes and is recommended for acceptance subject to 
any further discussion with the Club at this week's council meeting.   

3.  Policy on repair & maintenance of the W/Hill common track - It was noted that the claimant 
for compensation for damage to a tyre because of a pothole had signed a Deed of Grant which  
required him to contribute a fair proportion of the cost of repairing and maintaining the track and to 
make good any damage caused by construction works for his new house four years ago.   There have 
been four households recently involved in construction work and it is recommended that they are 
asked to contribute to the cost of repairing the pothole.  

More generally the Clerk was asked to check what was said about contributions by residents to 
maintenance costs when the track was first tarmaced  c.1995/6.  We should also get a quote for any 
more work needed in the immediate future. (Curtis & Sons are recommended). 

4. Red Lion, Knotty Green, Tourist sign - The County Council are reviewing their policy on tourist 
signs including any retrospective complaints about siting such as by the Red Lion.  However, the 
landlord of the Red Lion has referred the matter to the Ombudsman.  We supported the original 
complaint and see no need for any further involvement. 

5. Queensway Tranquil Park  -  It was noted that Mr David Wainman, Secretary of the Queensway 
Tranquil Park Committee had been invited to our Council meeting to discuss their proposals.   It 
would seem that Hazlemere Parish Council feel the funds could be spent more usefully elsewhere and 
would also like some of the land as a burial ground.  We have suggested that space for a football pitch 
or two would seem desirable.   It is recommended that we request a meeting of the Queensway 
committee.  

6. Pistles Pond -  Flooding - Tom Barron to be asked to rod the drain from the pond to the road gulley 
and then the owners of Pistles Pond Cottage to be asked to clear the gulley blocked when their house 
was built. (BL & MM have rods). 

John Broadbent memorial bench - now 20 years old, needs repairing by a carpenter and cleaning. 

7. Widmer Pond path - Highways are asking for £3,900 to create the drop kerb.  However, the other 
end of the path near the shops, does not have a dropped kerb so we can do without one and thus 
exclude any Highways involvement.   This was agreed. 

8. Cleaning War Memorials  -  A quote of £1,325 for steam-cleaning the Penn memorial has been 
obtained.  A similar quote is needed for the Penn Street memorial and then applications will be made 
to the War Memorial Trust for a grant.  Good coloured digital photos are essential. 

9. Dead tree in the corner of the Forty Green Play Area - Dan Dixon has asked who owns the tree 
and this is being investigated. 



10. Litter bins, Knotty Green - They are overflowing and litter is everywhere.    Strong complaint 
has been made to CDC with a request for the emptying schedules. 

11. Donations - £50 donation is recommended to the Open Space Society appeal, but not to the Bucks 
Playing Fields. 

12. Knotty Green Pond bank - Tom Barron has now built up the bank to prevent flooding into 68 
Seeleys Road.  A large concrete slab has been earthed and grassed over. 

13. Joint Meeting with CWPC - to follow the Queensway meeting. 

14. Footpaths - to consider whether FPs should come under Open Spaces Committee rather than 
Highways Committee. 

15. Penn Street Common - A request was agreed for the use of the common with a marquee for a 
fund-raising day for cystic fibrosis in early September.  They will need evidence of their own 
insurance.   That part of the common should be cut just before the event. 

16. Penn Street Pond  -  Cllr Lock is carrying out regular sessions to pull out the New Zealand 
Pygmy Weed (Crassula), following the advice received from Richard Podmore of Japanese Control 
Ltd. 

17. Pistles Pond -  Check if Crassula is still present. 

18. Penn Street Church field  - Japanese Knotweed Control Ltd should soon visit to give an all-
clear.   They guarantee removal for 5 years. 

19. Play Area quarterly inspection reports - There is some outstanding work to be done. 

20. Master plan for double row of trees on Penn Common -  The work done to  stagger the oaks 
and limes so they are not growing opposite each other and inhibiting their development and spread 
has been very effective and looks good.   It was noted that the newly replanted oak is healthy but will 
need watering in the summer.  

   	  

	  


