
RECREATION AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE 

                         MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 22 FEBRUARY 2018 

 

Present:   Cllrs  Mrs K.Dicker - Chairman  

   Mrs M.Seymour  

   M.Razspla 

   D.Lander 

   M.Morley 

                          M.West 

   

Clerk    Nicole Webster 

Apologies:         Mrs R.Pocock 

 

1. Minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed and approved. 

2. Knotty Green Cricket Club 

Cllr Mrs K.Dicker welcomed Mr J.Coppock, President of KGCC to the meeting and acknowledged 

the receipt of the Clubs unaudited accounts. Three years accounts have now been audited and the Club 

agreed to provide the Clerk with copies. Clerk. The Club's current lease ends in August 2019 and the 

Committee recommends the termination of the current lease and its replacement with terms which 

make the Club's responsibilities to maintain the building a condition of the lease. Council is 

disappointed that reasonable repairs eg the guttering are taking a long time to address and its is taking 

a considerable amount of time to ensure work is done. The wording in the current lease is too loose. 

The Committee recommends its replacement with the 10 year Tennant's Repairing Lease with bi-

annual inspections at which time repairs will be reported to the Club, then the Club's repairs re-

assessed. There will be more communication with the Club and failure to repair will be a breach of the 

lease conditions.  Cllr Mrs K.Dicker queried whether the Club will have sufficient funds to repair the 

pavilion and it was noted this depends on the type of repair. There followed some discussion of the 

Club's financial performance and its was reported the Club has invested in its pitches, coaching, a 

replacement mower after a break in (£2,500) and site screen (£1,600). Mr J Coppock suggested that 

vandalism caused the Club considerable problems. For example the entrance gate has fallen into 

disrepair. It was noted the Council is responsible for maintaining boundary hedges and fencing. Clerk 

M.Raszpla queried whether the pavilion had sensible security measures. Security lights have been 

installed but these are not working. M.West remarked routine maintenance was necessary eg 

repainting the pavilion, whether or not there is vandalism. Mrs K.Dicker said a well maintained 

building would in itself be a deterrent, but leaving a rusting BBQ outside made it look neglected. The 

tree to the rear of the building is an access point onto the roof and it was recommended to remove the 

lower branches to prevent further problems. Clerk Cllr K.Dicker noted it had to be part of the Club's 

financial plan to maintain the building. It was agreed to draw up a new lease, also that the Clerk 

would provide a list of the items for repair from the survey before the start of the new season and 

these would need to be  carried out before the lease was renewed. Cllr M.West noted the Council pays 

for insurance of the pavilion but this expense should be met by the Club. The Council cannot justify 

subsidizing the Club in one location, it needs to be even handed. The Club is free to ask for Parish 

Council support in the form of  a grant which other Clubs do. D.Lander remarked there were lots of 

grants available and the Club could apply for financial assistance from eg ECB and Sport England, 

CDC Sport Lotto. Supermarkets also run charity support schemes. M.West said there were marketing 

opportunities along the site fencing. Cllr D.Lander offered to advise the Club which would need to 

carry out the work. There followed discussion of potential fundraising ideas but these were 

inconclusive. The Draft lease will be sent to J.Coppock. Clerk 

2.  Play area repairs and equipment 

Knotty Green Play Area - It was agreed to replace the wooden slats in the memorial bench, costs as 

follows, wood (£110), bolts (£10) and fitting (£80).The wooden edging round the gym bars is rotten 

and needs replace and the cheapest quote is £1,823. Cllrs queried whether wooden edging was require 

and it was agreed to query this with the inspection company. Clerk The zip wire and traveler (£1,018), 

button seat and chain (£175) need replacing (£270). Total £1,463. M.Morley queried whether there 



was a warranty. It was recommended to go-ahead with an reputable company.  The Horse-spring, the 

slats are cracked and the brackets need replacing (£102). It was agreed to replace the brackets. Mrs 

K.Dicker remarked when the slats failed this should be replaced. 

Chancellors - bramble growth round the site will be cutback 

Forty Green Play Area - bramble growth will be cut back. Dog fouling signs have been put up 

following problems with a local resident toileting his dog. If we can identify the culprit we can 

educate him.   

Grant from UK Live - junior goal posts from Stadi Sports cost (£866) it was agreed to buy these for 

W/Hill and KGRA, plus a defibrillator for Penn Street (£600) plus training, signage and housing -  

using the grant generously offered to Penn Parish Council by UK Live, who host Penn Festival.  

M.West agreed to confirm the date for receipt of the grant. 

3 Trees  - the annual Parish tree survey will be carried out in the spring this year, to check for 

diseased and damaged trees. A holly has been removed from the KGRA and a local resident has paid 

for the reduction of the ash tree which was blocking light from Sheep Washing Pond. It was 

recommended to removed lower branches from the trees close to the KGCC. Clerk 

4. Japanese Knotweed - Penn Street Field.  JKC have produced a treatment plan. The new plan costs 

£310/site visit and 2 visits are recommended a year, £620 pa.  The area is small but the JKW has 

spread to the lower end of the copse. M.West recommended his forestry contractor who would be 

much cheaper Tim Shardlow. JKC report they were contracted to carry out 3 visit for £535. They have 

now comeback with a schedule of costs they forgot to bill in earlier years in the sum of £1,100. It was 

agreed the Council was not under any obligation to pay the extra charges as these had not been agreed 

beforehand. Clerk. It was noted the JKC warranty was ineffective, the problem had not been 

eliminated and an alternative approach was preferable. Clerk to contact Tim Shardlow 

5. Pond Clearance  - a donation of £500 has been made towards supporting the Chiltern Society's 

Ponds Officer. Two successful working parties have been held at Widmer Pond and Sheep Wash Pond 

at Knotty Green, where saplings were removed to let in light. There is one more working party 

planned in March at Gawdewater. The Clerk held a site meeting with the Chiltern Society's officer 

R.D'Ayala, their environmental specialist, who has prepared a report recommending mechanical 

removal and spot spraying of New Zealand Pygmy now at 3 sites. It was agreed to proceed with his 

planned treatments the costs of which are modest. 

5. Knotty Green Allotments and Beacon Hill Garden plots - Knotty Green a number of plots are 

vacant and will be advertised. Beacon Hill the cost of removing the woody material on the compost 

heap is £350. It was agreed the allotment holders should hold a clean-up day and burn the woody 

material; the parish Council will require 14 days notice to gain approval from its insurers for a 

bonfire. Clerk 

6 LAF bid - our bid for funding for new goal posts at KGCC failed as it did not meet LAF criteria. 

7. Knotty Green Recreation Area, Information Board -  has been repaired and the Committee 

expressed their thanks to Mr D.Hoare for his excellent workmanship.  The board at Gawdewater is in 

poor repair, it is rotting in the corner and Mr Hoare has been approached. Clerk    

8. Penn Street Common - a new dog-poo bin has been installed at the entrance to the woods (£281).  

Penn Street Cricket Club have been awarded a prestigious MCC match in July in recognition of its 

charity work and wishes to replace the chestnut paling fence around the Common, which is in poor 

repair. The Club has received a quote for its repair of £2,500 and has requested a donation from PPC. 

Cllr M.Morley suggested D.Socks Fencing should also be asked to quote. It was agreed a further £500 



donation was reasonable, also that it was likely there would be savings on signage on installation of 

items funded from the UK Live donation, so the surplus should be used to fund the one-off donation 

to PStCC. The Clerk is investigating with Open Spaces Society whether an artificial wicket can be 

installed on Common Land. Clerk  

9. Phonebox -  a meeting will be arranged with P&TGRS to decide the topics and material to go on 

the information boards, they have offered a 50% donation (£322.50) towards the cost of repainting the 

box (£645) which will happen when the weather improves. Clerk A grant funding option is being 

explored for the information boards. 

10. W/Hill Memorial Hall -  a volunteer Committee member is needed to on the Memorial Hall 

Committee, the Committee meets twice a year. The Clerk volunteered.   

11. Knotty Green Footpath, FP 49/1 - Mr C.Pitcher has tried again to remove trees along the path 

but was unable to provide evidence of his right of way, or the demonstrate he had the landowner's 

permission. Thames Valley Police were called as it was judged there was a  Public Order issue and he 

withdrew. Councilors are in contact with concerned local residents. 

12. Penn Street Burial Ground - PPC is meeting with the Church's Officers and Mr D.Stowe from 

CDC on 6 March at 2.00pm 

13. W/Hill Common - the Common has been damaged on several times, by Neptune Couriers (£240), 

a Tesco Delivery Vehicle who will be pursued for compensation and a further contractor from 

BCC(?). The Council will seek damages from individuals who damage Public Land. 

AOB. Cllr M.Raszpla raised for discussion the footpath at Puttenham Place Farm and surrounding 

footpaths but these are not devolved footpaths which the Parish Council manages. BCC RoW are 

responsible for the surface of the local footpaths, so these will be reported to the RoW Team at BCC. 

Clerk 

 The next meeting is on Thursday, 7 June 2018 at 11.00am at the Parish Office.  


