
RECREATION AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE 

                         MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 10 October 2019 

 

Present:   Cllrs  Mrs K.Dicker - Chair  

   Mrs M.Seymour 

   M.Razspla 

   Mrs R.Pocock 

   M.Morley 

   D.Lander 

   

Clerk    Nicole Webster 

Apologies:         M.West 

 

1. Minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed and approved. 

2. Penn Common - the issue of anti social parking on the Common mainly on Saturday and Sunday 

morning was discussed at some length following complaints from local residents who live on Elm 

Road. The Clerk noted options to tackle parking including a 'Ha Ha' style ditch, a bund, raised granite 

set edging or bollards. Granite set will cost between £10,000-£13,000 for a single line or up to 

£20,000 for a double set and this is unaffordable this year. A LAF grant is a possibility but is unlikely 

to fund more than more than a few thousands of the total cost which would have to be budgeted next 

year. M.Raszpla felt action was required and suggested a bund or bollards. Mrs K.Dicker said there is 

a safety issue with bunds on an unlit Common and bollards were therefore a better solution. The 

length of the common which would need to be fitted is 120m and posts will be needed every 1.8m, so 

we will require 66. Mrs M.Seymour felt this would 'urbanise' the Common which residents would not 

welcome and noted there was no issue on week days, or compared to Penn Street, so it was an over-

reaction. Mrs R.Pocock said she favored a low (approx 30 cm) rustic eco brown plastic posts, if they 

are necessary, which would need reflectors if they were at the Common edge and this was agreed to 

be the optimum design. As there was no consensus on the fitting of posts it was agreed to consult 

local residents in Penn and those living close to the Common in writing and by an electronic survey.  

Residents would be asked to submit their postcode as part of the survey. Clerk 

2. Play areas 

Chancellors - Councilors review the designs and comparative quotes for the play area and preferred 

the metal to the wooden play equipment even it cost more because the long term maintenance costs 

are far lower. Mrs K.Dicker noted the budget for the works was agreed by Parish Council and a grant 

of nearly £3,000 had since been received from Chiltern District Council bringing the total budget to 

£18,000 for 2019/20. The Committee reviewed two quotes in detail and determined to install the 

vermillion metal climbing unit (£6,584) and steel sea-saw (£2,957), bow top fencing (£1,974) with a 

single gate to allow for mowing, or otherwise a  single and double gate (£3,298) if the cheaper option 

doesn't work for our mowing contractor. Clerk to confirm. Grass guard tiles to be fitted under the 

climbing unit (£1,939) and see-saw (£758). Ancillary fitting costs could be up to £1,900 noted the 

Clerk. It was agreed to write to Penn Street residents advising the Council is 'minded' to install a 

climbing frame and see-saw and has reconsidered the design following consultation with local 

residents. D.Lander will deliver the letters and up to 3 weeks will be allowed for comments. The site 

will be landscaped with a number of cherry trees and metal playground signage added and quotes will 

be required. Clerk 

KGRA - a wooden bench was vandalised in September and was removed as a result (£20). A claim 

will be made on insurance for a repacement. Clerk Retention edging to the 'monkey ba' feature was 

removed because it had rotted (£50). Hedges top the rear will be cut back. Clerk 

The Clerk reported the costs of repairing the wet-pour surface had been investigated. Running repairs 

to the Supernova wet-pour will cost (£2,016) and the junior play area (£1,434). Mrs K.Dicker noted 

both surfaces were in poor condition and had been highlighted on recent play area inspection reports 

and action was therefore needed. Comparative quotes for replacing the surfaces would be sensible as 



it may prove more cost effective than repairing them, if not then the Committee recommended the 

repair of both surfaces. Clerk 

3. Trees 

Annual Tree Survey  - it was agreed to seek quotes for tree works highlighted on the August survey. 

Clerk 

KGRA - Councilors review the three quotes from Ridgeway Woodlands, Penn Tree Services and CTR 

Maintenance Ltd. Ridgeway Woodlands offers best value and it was agreed to award them the work 

of coppicing and removing the scrub to the front of Sheep Washing Pond (£750), removing ivy from 

trees in the front hedge  (£240). At Penn Street it was agreed to remove saplings round the pond, and 

raise the oak canopy (£270). At Winchmore Hill Common it was agreed to plant at Hornbean to 

replace the dead tree (£36). Clerk 

Oak close to KG Allotments - A local resident has complained about a specimen oak on the path close 

to the allotments overgrowing her back garden and it was agreed that it could be crown reduced at her 

cost but this would only encourage the tree to grow back more densely which was undesirable. Clerk 

4. Penn Street Church Field - it was agreed to flail the Church Field as Japanese Knotweed has been 

treated and non was detected on a recent visits. Our contractor A Bickley will be instructed to monitor 

the site. Clerk 

5. Pond maintenance - The Clerk reported she had been unsuccessful in finding a contractor to dig 

out the New Zealand Pygmy weed at Penn Street Pond.  Mrs M.Seymour suggested M.West be 

approached for his help. Clerk Three pond clearance dates will be arrange in the autumn/winter and 

advertised. Mrs K.Dicker requested Councilors support by turning out and enlisting local residents to 

ensure a good turn out to help Chiltern Society volunteers working on ponds in their areas.  Clerk.  

6. Litter Pick - it was agreed the Parish would support a litter pick twice a year on a trial basis and 

dates should be agreed. Clerk 

7. Knotty Green Allotments and Beacon Hill Garden plots - a successful clear up day was held in 

at the Knotty Green Allotments in September and the Committee expressed its thanks to Mrs I.Sashar 

for her exemplary organization of the event and to all the volunteers for giving up their time and 

assisting with the clear up. A delicious produce lunch and bbq was enjoyed afterwards. 

9. Phone box at Paul's Hill - the Committee reviewed and approved the proposed design and text for 

a single large information board to go into the phone box on the rear wall. Signage will be required 

outside the box to indicate it is an information point and this was agreed. Clerk. 

10. Notice Boards  - the board on Little Elm Road is rotten and requires urgent replacement. It was 

recommended to replace it with an light oak gazed model funded from the Council's contingency fund 

and this was agreed. A glazed model will cost £952 and un-glazed £655. The KG Recreation Area 

board has been replaced with an oak unglazed model noted Mrs K.Dicker. Clerk 

The next meeting is on Thursday 20 February 2020 at 11.00am at the Parish Office.  


