
  

NOTES OF THE REORGANISATION COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 

AT THE PARISH OFFICE ON 10 SEPTEMBER 2019 
 
Present:        Mrs M.Seymour, R.Bentham, D.Lander 

Apologies:  Mrs J.Creasy, C.Hurst 
Clerk:          Nicole Webster 

 

 

1.Election of Chair 

 Roy Bentham indicated he was willing to stand again as Committee Chair and was duly elected.  

 

2. Minutes 

The Minutes of the February 2019 meeting were unanimously agreed. 

 

3. Update on creation of the Unitary Authority  
The Clerk gave a short update on the formation of the new Unitary Authority which will be called 

Buckinghamshire Council. The Shadow Executive is meeting regularly and a new Chief Executive 

Rachel Shimin has been be appointed (previously CE of BCC). D.Lander noted Bob Smith formerly 

Chief Executive of CDC had retired at the end of August 2019 and would be sadly missed. A 

consultation on the creation of Community Boards has started and runs till 30 September 2019. 

Another on the Council Tax Reduction (Support) runs from 14 September till 24 September 2019 

though Penn residents are largely unaffected. The Clerk noted the consultation documents have been 

circulated via email to the whole Parish Council which will respond after Councilors consider the 

proposals for Community Boards at the Council meeting on Wednesday 18 September 2019. Local 

residents associations have also been asked for their views. 

 

4. Community Boards Consultation - the Clerk walked the Committee through the proposal. It is 

hoped Community Boards will connect the new Council with local communities. The choice is 19,14, 

12 or 11 Community Boards. There is no change to Parish boundaries. The Community Boards areas 

are not aligned with the electoral wards of local MPs. The view of the new Buckinghamshire Council 

is 14 Boards is the best option. Each Board will have a small budget and be able to fund local projects 

which meet certain criteria. There will be a full time officer supporting each Board which will meet 

up to 6 times per year. The consultation document was then discussed at some length. R.Bentham was 

concerned Community Boards were not accountable to local residents, the voting system was opaque 

and only Buckinghamshire Councilors are permitted to vote. Without a real 'say', would residents feel 

meetings were worth attending? D.Lander noted they were very similar to the Local Area Forums 

which evidence shows are not well attended, or effective. It was agreed Parish Council's will have a 

key role in holding the new Council to account and will be the only forum for proper accountability 

once the District Council's are abolished. The meeting then considered the boundaries of the 

Community Boards and considered Penn Parish is a largely rural Parish. Of the 5 settlements of Penn, 

Penn Street, Winchmore Hill, Forty Green and Knotty Green, it considered a Board looking towards 

Amersham to be the best fit. This view is confirmed by Winchmore Hill Residents Association. Penn 

residents like those in Knotty Green and Forty Green also look towards Beaconsfield, or in some case 

Amersham but feel little connection with Flackwell Heath, Loudwater or Wycombe or many of the 

northern villages. The Clerk highlighted the view of the Penn & Tylers Green Residents Society that 

with a shared boundary with CWPC, issues in Penn and Tylers Green should be handled in a 

consistent matter. The Committee's view is most previous problems will be addressed by the Unitary 

Council, issues such as waste collections and bus services will be handled consistently by the new 

single authority. Devolution will continue to be a matter for individual Parishes which is one current 

difference. Planning matters, because of the difference in creation of WDC's and CDC's Local Plans 

will be considered by the different Committees, so differences will remain. The proposal for 19 

Boards is consistent with our local MP's electoral ward. Delegate Buckinghamshire Councilors are for 

the 'Penn and Old Amersham' ward, so it would seem very odd to be in Community Board which 

omits our County Councilors. The proposed 'Mid Chilterns' Board has little sense of identity for local 

Penn residents. The Local Residents Associations in Winchmore Hill feels a particular connection 

with Amersham and strongly supports 19 Boards. Residents in Penn, Knotty Green and Forty Green 

are accustomed to dealing with Chiltern District Council whose main base is at Amersham, so there is 

consistency here. Penn Parish Council often contracts with Amersham Town Council or Chesham for 

devolved works. Councilors expressed reservation about the long term viability of the Community 

Boards and considered whether there should be a trial period and eventually recommended Council to 



support the proposal for 19 Community Boards, without a trial. The Committee also recommended 

the response should state clearly that the Committee did not believe the proposals gave any realistic 

input into local County Council decision making and a system in which everyone has a say in local 

decision making would be better. Without this, in a year's time we will face the question how do we 

make Buckinghamshire Council accountable, as no one will be doing this. 

 

The Clerk was asked to ensure a map of the Boards, on which places are clearly visible is available 

for Full Council Clerk. 

 

  

5. Devolution - a further 2 year devolution contract for non-urban grass cutting has been offered and 

the Council has been asked to confirm if it wishes to take up the offer by the end of October 2019. 

The Clerk noted there is no increase in the financial settlement which remains £4,478 pa, unchanged 

since 2014. Mrs M.Seymour said the Parish had always anticipated it would eventually have to 

subsidise devolution so this was not a surprise. Reliable Contractor T.Barron commands local support 

and does a good job, although the Clerk noted the new contract would need to go out to tender and 

this was agreed. There was broad agreement if Penn Parish wished to continue provide a better service 

to residents, including 7/8 grass cuts a year as oppose to the 4 on offer from BCC, devolution should 

be extended for a further 2 years. The Committee determined to recommend Council to take up the 2 

year offer and to re-tender the contract.  

 

6. Clerk's Working Group meeting - the Clerk gave a short update on the working. 


