
 

MINUTES OF THE FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 

 

HELD ON 9 MAY 2018 IN THE PARISH OFFICE 

 
      Present Cllrs   R.Bentham (Chairman) 

           Mrs J.Creasy 

           D.Lander 

           Mrs M.Seymour 

                

           Clerk N.F.Webster 
      Apologies      M.Raszpla, M.West 

1. Minutes The Minutes of the previous meeting were approved and signed.  

Matter arising:- 

KGCC has been considered by Full Council and a new lease is being prepared. 

Charity Account, Charity Terms - to be circulated. Clerk 
 2. Check of 

        Accounts 
Chairman confirmed that he had carried out the necessary checks of accounts 

to the end of March 2018 and the accounts were in good order. 
3. Summary of  

         Accounts as at   

         31 March 18 

 

These were reviewed and various items noted:- 

Capital - UTB Capital £49,466. We can only spend the capital on land 

purchases for recreational use. Councillors agreed that the Committee should 

review the terms of the trust and how it might apply the funds. Clerk 

UTB Charity £40,664 - our savings account for capital purchases. 

Cash balance of £72,756 was very healthy. 

 

Future sources of capital - should WDC decide to proceed with its plans to 

put a cemetery on the site, the sale of the Queensway ransom strip could raise 

further funds. It was agreed to ask WDC to confirm they wish to acquire the 

strip, then the other parish council who jointly own the ransom strip - CWPC 

and Hughenden. The District Valuer may be need to be consulted as to the 

strip's value. Clerk 

Chancellors Play area - requires improvement according to the recent CDC 

Open Space Strategy. An more attractive location for a larger play area maybe 

the lower part of the QEII Field or the Lady Mary Gaye land to the east of the 

Church, or closer to the War Memorial. We would need to take legal advice on 

any land covenants. Local residents whose gardens abut Chancellors may be 

interested in acquiring the Chancellors site. It was agreed to circulate the map 

of the Lady Mary Gaye site and to discuss the matter again at the November 

meeting. Clerk 

 

Capital projects -  Footway lighting scheme we spent £14,475 on 51 new 

footway lights (equipment, installation, Elec testing & certification, 6 year 

warranty). We received £4,592 from the LAF and paid the remaining £9,855 

from current account. Yearly savings are of the order of £600 on maintenance 

and £40 on electricity.  It makes sense to have all the parishes lights from a 

single supplier and we plan to replace the remainder. CU Phosco were asked 

to re-quote for the replacement of the remaining 59 units £17,877 (Jan 2018). 

Our Budget 2018/19 includes replacing a further 40 units with the swan neck 

P852 LED model. Of the remaining 19 units, a number are of fancy design, so 

may be more expensive to replace. The Committee discussed and 

recommended Council replace all 59 in 2018/19 given the healthy finances. 

Clerk 

 

Clerk's Salary - It was discussed that if the Clerk worked more hours per 



week, these would be billed up to a maximum of 5 extra hours per week and 

this was agreed to be monitored by the Finance Committee. The Statement of 

Pay and Conditions 2018/19 was duly signed by the Chairman and the Clerk. 

Expenditure online on Adobe Dreamweaver software, used to maintain the 

parish website can be reclaimed as a monthly expense via a file note (£20). 

This was agreed. It was noted that benchmarking the Clerk's salary with 

NALC was a good idea Mrs J.Creasy agreed to complete the benchmarking 

questionnaire supplied by NALC 

 

LAF - we have secured two grants:- 

MVAS - £699, and 

Church Road Path - £3,500. TfB's estimate to repair of £15,000 is 

unaffordable, so the repairs will be reported online to TfB and funds diverted 

towards another qualifying scheme. Play safety surfaces are an attractive 

alternative and worth investigating. Clerk  

 

Devolution - we overspent this year removing snow damaged trees from 

footways. The Committee expressed its thanks T.Barron who responded 

quickly to the emergency. 

 

Crown car park rent - the qurterley rent is uprated every 5 years, in line with 

RPI, this was due in May 2017. Greene King are contesting the date of 

renewal and we may need to take advice if they do not concede. Clerk  

 

Registration of Parish land - It was agreed to proceed with Mercers to 

register the Parish's holdings. They are prepared to cap their fees at £10,000. 

Simmons and Simmons can prepare any maps which show the extent of the 

boundaries, but we require a Solicitor for the legal tasks. Miles Green, the 

former Clerk has agreed to assist with collating the evidence. Clerk. An ex-

gratia payment to Benham Law of £400 for  collating the 15 parcels to be 

registered was further agreed. 
       4. Bank Mandates Bank signatories remain unchanged. Metro Bank: Mrs M.Seymour, M.Morley,  

M.Raszpla, Mrs J.Creasy and R.Bentham.  

The UTB Mandate: Mrs M.Seymour, Mrs J.Creasy, R.Bentham and 

M.Morley.  
     5. Income &   

          Expenditure 

        Table  

 

The Table was reviewed and agreed.  It was noted that:  

Clerk’s Salary  - £20,916 was paid including tax, NIC and pension 

contributions. 

Salix Loan repayment of £2,813 were made during the year. This is the third 

year of a four year loan. 

Transfers to capital - £7,000 was transferred to the capital a/c last year.  
    6. Annual Audit Internal Audit - This was completed by Mr H.Porter on 27 April.  

Section 3 of the Audit Return has been signed by Mr Porter and he has 

checked the other sections. He has written to the Chairman to confirm that the 

accounts are in good order and there are no matters of concern.  

Section 1 is recommended for approval by the Council.  No changes to our 

procedures are recommended. 

Section 2 - The figures are recommended to the full Council meeting for 

approval.  The figures exclude the Charity a/c and any transfers between a/cs.  

CDC's ceased its revenue support grant payment so no adjust was made to this 

year's precept, Box 2.  The Salix Lighting loan repayment is included in Box 5 

but also in Box 10 total borrowing. 

An explanation to the auditors explaining differences of more than 15% 

between the figures for 2016/17 and 2017/18 is also recommended to be 



agreed.  Both our Receipts and Payments have moved by more than 15% as a 

result of the receipt in last financial year of the 2017/18 devolution funds and 

various donations. Funds were invested in several projects, including 

51footway lights, land valuations, a pavilion survey and ponds work. 

The Fixed Asset Register has been updated and is recommended.  New 

additions are shown in purple and include a phone box (£1), dog-poo bin at 

Penn Street  (£281) and defibrillator (£600).  

The Audit timetable was considered and agreed.  The Audit Return has to be 

agreed at the 24 May Council meeting and will then be sent to PKF Littlejohn, 

the External Auditors.  Public notices will be put up on notice boards (and the 

website) on the dates recommended by the Committee (4  June -13 July 2018). 

The Clerk reported PKF Littlejohn have taken over from Mazars as the 

parish's auditors. The new process for preparing the Audit documentation was 

far more complex and time consuming than the previous  year. Rather than 

receiving an audit pack all the documents are online and need to be sorted and 

downloaded individually. PKF have indicated they will raise any queries as an 

'exceptional matters' and intend to charge for all additional work. The Clerk 

was commended for preparing the various documents and on the successful 

internal audit report.  

Risk register - has been updated and is recommended.  

Passwords - it was agreed to circulate a list of Computer password and 

essential information to the Chairman. Clerk. The Committee then discussed 

evening Lone Working arrangements - it was agreed that the Clerk is not there 

alone in the evening and that Glenn Webster will assist the Clerk in opening 

up the halls for evening meetings.   
      7. Precept 

 
No comments have been received on the increase in the 2018/19 to £61,200. 

  
8. Annual Report Various topics were discussed and a draft will be circulated. Street lighting, 

exceptional costs of winter storms are key themes. New playground safety 

surfaces have been installed. Devolved services are recognised as a success by 

residents, examples would be useful. Committee Chair's will be circulated for 

input and resident feedback will be sought.  
         
     9. Nominations          

for Chairman & Vice 

Chairman 

The written nominations required by Standing orders will be notified with the 

written notice for next week's Council meeting. 

    10. Devolution P.Hogson, LAF Manager assures us our 5 year grass-cutting devolution 

agreement will be renewed when it expires.  
    11. AOB GDPR - the Clerk reminded Councillors they should not be using private 

email addresses, On It Support will assist Councillors to comply with the 

rules. Clerk  

GDPR advice note for Councillors sets out the work to be completed. 

 Litter picking - we will fund litter picking equipment for local volunteers but 

cannot make a charity donation for each pick, as there are a number of village 

groups.  
    12. Next Meeting  The next meeting will be on Tuesday 7 November 2018 

 


