
MINUTES OF THE FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 

HELD ON 10 JANUARY 2008, IN FLINT HOUSE 

 

Present Cllrs  D.J.White (Chairman) 

          D. J. Baker 

          M.J.Bayley 

          M. A.Morley 

Clerk M.S.Green 

 

Apologies Cllrs  M.J.Raszpla, Mrs M. Seymour 

 

Two new members, Cllrs Baker and Morley were welcomed to the committee. 

 

1. Check Of 

Accounts 

The Chairman confirmed that he had carried out all the necessary checks and that the 

account was in good order.  An explanation of how the accounts worked was given 

for the benefit of the new members. 

 

2. Summary of 

Accounts as at 

31 Dec 07  & 

Expenditure & 

Income table 

The Summary and Table were reviewed, amended and agreed as attached.  The 

recommendations to be approved by full Council are shown in italics. 
 

3. Precept for 

2008/09 

A precept of £46,800 is recommended.   This assumes a transfer of £2,300 from the 

current a/c to the Capital Fund at the end of 2007/08 to repay some of the many 

charges on the Capital a/c in 2006/07. 

 

4. SID device There is a new device for warning cars about speeding and our local NAG has 

proposed buying one at a cost of £2,000 for use by all four parishes.   We would have 

to pay about £500.   This was recommended as a purchase from the Capital Fund. 

 

5. Grass-cutting 

contract 

2008/09 

Two quotes are to be obtained 

6. Appointment of 

Internal 

Auditor 

Mr Harold Porter will be invited to act again. 

7. Audit dates 

8. for 2008/09 

Hacker Young have not yet sent their audit programme, but if similar to last year our 

dates are likely to be: 

Wed 7 May    -  Clerk & Chairman check accounts & complete Sections 1 & 2 of  

  Annual Return 

Thurs 8 May  -  F&GP meeting to review and recommend end-of-year accounts 

Mon 12 May  -  Internal audit.  Section 4 of Annual Return completed 

Thurs 15 May - Council meeting approves Annual Return 

  

9. Risk 

Assessment 

Policy 

The Fire Service checked the Clerk’s office and saw no significant fire risk and no 

benefit in fitting a smoke alarm to sound in the house.  They suggested turning off the 

blow heater at the mains when not in use.  A back-up hard drive has been purchased 

and a monthly off-site back-up for the computer has been arranged.   Some 

equipment PATs need renewal. 

 

10. Insurance cover BALC has notified us that Came & Co is a possible insurer for parish councils. Came 

is an insurance broker that has arranged a local authority policy with Norwich Union. 

We recommended further investigation. 

  



 

11. 5th
  Nov 

bonfires 

The Clerk attended the Knotty Green bonfire and was content with the arrangements.  

A post-mortem meeting was held with the Chairman of the W/Hill residents 

Association on 21 Dec 07 and a revised draft of agreed arrangements is attached.   

This has not yet been confirmed by the Residents Association. 

 

12. Annual Tree 

Inspection 

Ridgeway Woodlands completed an inspection and have since carried out the work 

recommended. 

13. Football on 

Penn St School 

field 

The pitch on offer turns out to be too small for Holmer Green AFC 

 

 

 

14. Stolen safe The safe in the old Parish Room, which was opened by a locksmith provided by ITN 

in 1994 and later moved to the Penn Church Hall, was stolen on the night of 4/5 Jan. 

by thieves apparently looking for church money and silver.  The police response has 

been slow and inadequate.  Articles have been encouraged in the local press in the 

hope of alerting the public in case it has been dumped. 

Most of the documents in the safe belonged to the Vestry before the creation of the 

Parish Council in 1894.  A list of them is on file and they were an invaluable record 

going back to 1698.   There were a few documents belonging to the Parish Council of 

which the most significant were an 1856 conveyance exchanging the Penn Street 

School site for the Penn Street green; and a 1921 conveyance of the Penn War 

Memorial site from Earl Howe to the Parish Council.  

The Clerk was asked to review the documents in his office to see if there were any 

which required particular protection.   Most, or all our deeds are held by Baily 

Gibson. 

 


