
MINUTES OF THE FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

 
HELD ON 11 JANUARY 2007, IN FLINT HOUSE

  
Present D.J.White (Chairman) 

M.J.Bayley 
D.J. Brydon  
M.J.Raszpla  
Mrs M. Seymour 
D Swinhoe-Standen   
C.J. White 
Clerk M.S.Green 

Apologies None   

1. Check Of Accounts The Chairman confirmed that he had carried out all the necessary checks and that the 
account was in good order. 

2. Grass-cutting 
contract 

Peter Freeman has submitted a quote considerably higher than agreed under our three 
year contract and it was agreed that a second quote was necessary.  

3. Telecom masts on 
Knotty Green 
triangle 

Hutchison 3G are submitting a full planning application since their mast would be over 
15m high.  The planning decision will be made by CDC in mid March after the normal 
public consultation.   T-Mobile has permission to convert the lamp post, but we have not 
yet agreed. 

4. Parish Council 
Office 

The Cricket Club have written to say that their old tea room is not available for an office.  
It was agreed that the idea of a new office should be shelved for the moment and that 
another filing cabinet would be purchased for the archive in the Penn Church Hall. 

5. Fraudulent cheque A new cheque book sent to us by Lloyds TSB was intercepted and the last cheque in the 
book was written in favour of a P.D. PANZOUT for £1,500 and paid into a Halifax 
account on 27 Dec 06, and our account was debited.  All further cheques in the book 
have been stopped and the police informed. There was only one illegible signature on the 
cheque.  We await the return of the £1,500 from the bank with an apology. 

6. Summary of 
Accounts and of 
Expenditure & 
Income as at 31 Dec 
06 

These were discussed and approved.  There was further discussion on the following 
items: 

a) Capital a/c  -  It was noted that some £13,000 will have been spent on capital 
projects in  06/07 and that only some £7,000 remained.  It was agreed that if 
there is any underspend in 07/08, it could be used to repay the capital a/c for 
some items which could reasonably be charged to current account. 

b) Current a/c-  It was noted that there was some £10,700 to last until the end of the 
current year. 

c) Penn St field sycamore hedge -  The sycamores have been removed and Jamie 
Dyer has reduced the bill by £300.  The new hedge will be planted next week and 
the school will take part. 

7. Precept for 2007/08 A precept of £44,500 is recommended.   

8. Website It was agreed that a link for the Chiltern Society should be added.  Also a note on the 
Home Page of when the site had last been updated.  The possibility of a register of e-
mails to notify people of a new item should be explored.  We should review the whole 
site at our next October meeting, after a year in  operation.   



9. Penn Street Cricket 
Club land 

Baily Gibson estimate our conveyance costs at about £1,000.  Lady Mary Gaye’s 
solicitors have asked for a contribution of £500 towards her costs of about £1,300.  It was 
agreed that we should ask the Penn Street Cricket Club to make that their contribution. 

It was noted that we will have to offer other land for registration as village green if the 
Pound is de-registered and this land would meet that need very conveniently.  

10. Programme of 
meetings 2007/08 

It was agreed to hold the next F&GP meeting on 26 April because the accounts for 06/07 
have to be agreed at the Council meeting on 10 May and 3 May is the date of the parish 
elections.   The programme was then agreed. 

11. Pub licences Some pub licences were granted by CDC last year with the condition of a yearly meeting 
with local residents and the Parish Council.  This applied to the Squirrel, Hit or Miss and 
Potters Arms.  We have written to all three pubs offering a meeting if they wish, but have 
had no response. 

12. Community 
Emergency Plan   

Cllr Falconer was co-ordinating the parish response to this plan and his resignation has 
left a gap which still needs to be filled.  Cllr Bayley will try to get a volunteer. 

13. Whielden Lane 
traffic calming 

The Rural Housing Trust has offered only £5,000 towards a £36,000 cost, but County 
Highways have now put £30,000 in their Local Area budget. 

14. Neighbourhood 
(Policing) Action 
Group 

Cllr Bayley has been to meetings of the new body.  The next is to be held in the W/Hill 
Memorial hall and it was agreed that the Parish Council should pay the hire fee. 

 


